A VISION PAPER BROUGHT TO YOU #Y:

LAND

MILWAUKEE'S CENTRAL PARK:

& WATER

. You walk alomy the Milwakee Rivez on a
#rreational parh winding six or so river miles
from the city limits at Silver Spring Drive to the har-
bor at Lake Michigan; 2 sof pedestrian rrail uniting
suburhan Glendale and Shorewood to their Milway-
kee neighbors. This river pach then zigrags through
Riverwest, slong Brewers Hill and the Beer Line B,
past Park East chroagh dewnrown and the Third
Wiard ro the fake front. The cool river water hubbles
over the rocks through a protected park bringing our
neighboerhoods and sommunisies rogether.

Shetrered abave by sifver maple. cottonwoods and
black wilow, you cannot see or hear the activiey of the
densely developed neighbothoods nearby. Whae yeu
sotice instead are the deep blue spikes of blue vervain
against the delicate lavender jor pye weed growing
aiony the riverbanks.

Pedestrian bridgas unite easz and west zt North
Avenue and at Locast Streer, ereating a series of loops
for runnevs, hikess, dog-walkers, and commers. This
pach ix ner worked o the Oaldeaf Bike Traif and the
Milwaukee Urhan Warer Trail ac multiple sires. Land-
scaped access points that are handieap accessible link
che tiver to urban gardens, parks and ciry sives.

Finally vou rexch the Riverwalk Distics where
vigws of downrown nfold, 2 contrase to the upsrream
wooded stretch. Here you find pubdic access te retaf,
ensersainment, and dining,

You are part of 2 Milwankee celebrating its sense of
place; 3 place where fresh water is central o ies identity

trnaging

This path meandets slongwide anglers enfoying the
improved water quality and fish habizar, canoers and
kayakers exploring the nanral beauey around the fasc
Howing water. You see picnickers along the banks 2nd

bikers pausing from um aftersoo ride.

Schioo! childres ar Riverside Prrk are raking river
wamples and delightng in amphilvian discoveries. At
varicus siies citizen scientists are monitoring water
quality.

{ncreased pablic access has made the river once

2 sopdh & pozl frem Loeus! Court (1he lower e Lous

t Streel)
Phicte Kimberly Gleffe

magine... Miluraskee's Contrad Par

again 4 safe rocial and recrestionsd gerhering place. The
greenway restores the fver 38 narurc’s pathering place
tac. This urban corridor is bome 1o the Butler’s garver
suake{a State protecred species;, the red fox, and white
exiled deer. Ovethead » Cooper's hawk Bles aveay wirh
a humble vole, A spawning sulmon jumps below while
migratory birds follow the waterway on x langes com-
mute, You are discovering a shifting nztural landscape
in the hears of Milwatkee,

tagine

This corridor unites the river's rich working past
with its economic, recreational, and sustumable pres-
ent. Historical markers note former boathouses, tan-
nesies, swimming schools, and resorts with dierinetive

signage and corrider emblems,

Still home to Wisconsin Paperboard and other
irsduarries, the river maintains its wodking daracer
through environmental improvements and manage-
ment. The city has helped industrial sites employ
storm water best-management practices 2od ensured
atteactive riverfronz facades and hidscaped setbacks.
Residensial properry values have incressed and neathy
retail districes are hooming s people come o enjoy
this Bvely corsider.

The river cotvidor is the backbone for oue ciry's
green infrastrucnire as we move into the 2lst cen-
rury. fust as our sewers, roads, and buildings entiven
modern life and tommesce, we now see that green
parks, gardens, and waterways must equally sustain
our urban life.

We nurrure this uthan wilderness and iy connes-
vion o pur spirie, It is 3 magnificens place of beanty
md fefuge in the heart of Mziw#uket

winazies b B

Wc can imagine our Milsaukee River abways
remaining ke this. Making cur inaginings come true
and stay teoe fnte the furiee is goizig 1o rake planning
and work.

This paper odfers idees on how we can make our

imnaginings come true.
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Looking Around

Ler's get our bezrings, If you stand on the
Nocth Avenue Bridge that crossex the Milwankes
River and look south, yon will see that the river,
which has been: running predominancly nordh and
sonth, carves to the west, & pedestrian footbridge
crosses the river several hundred feer downsteean.

From theee, the river Hows west past 2
highly developed area with Targe busldings and
condominiums, some newly built, some in
remodeled Facrories. There are 2 fow commercial
spaces interspersed.

The river then tuens south Howing chrough
downrawn Milwaukes and enters the harbor and
Lake Michigan after traveling under the Hoan
Beidge and past fones Hland.

TFyou walk across Narth Avenue and stand on
the north side of the bridge and look upstecam,
your i see that much of the valley is sceep and
wooded.

The Milwaker River Vafley north of the
feorbridge near Novth Averie up to Sifver Spring
Dirive is the arez of primary facus for this paper.

Looking Back

e geoitcgy of
el frem the Urban
feelegy Qenter. Photo U.E.O

furlies aren’t the anly reptites found in the
river vafiey. Severg! species of snakes lve

on the grassy wettand aod open upignd. The
Butior garier snake, o thiealensd speciay pro-
fected by state low. mokes its home in over
30 acres of the river valley between Novth
Avenue ond Capitel Orive. Phofo FM.A,

‘The section near the North Avenne Bridge was
intensely used for commercisd and recrearionad
use inco the 20™ century. Ships cante up the river
From the kake and off- loaded coad inco piles near
Humboldr Avenue. The Beer Line railrozd, the
second aldese rail fine ia Wisconsin, ran slong
the river here, Irwas funcrioning 1 a conduit of
goads until the mid 1980s, when one of its major
cusrormers, Schlivs Brewery, ceased operations.

Seme people doing development projects in
neighboting areas dhnughe of the valley as 2 mice
deep dumping hole in the fandscape, As new
foundations were dug for homes and faceories,
3 was not unusual for the soil and rock from
dhie work to be dumped into the river valley, In
face, you stifl can sec evidence of people using
the valley a8 4 dump site for wasre concrere and
houschold gooads,

Above the old dam which used to span the
river near Nerth Avenue, boars of 1 diferent
sort were used, Pleasure steamers carvied
passeigers o beer gardens upstream, Canosises
launched thieir boars in Riverside Park on the
st bank. Swirmers dove into the da pomd
at Gordon Park and ot orber ssamming schools
that bardered the river shoceline, In wineer fcr
shavers camt der 2
Lo

1l om the

Washingfon High Scheoi students find sum.
mer empioprent improving tha rivas vailey
Fhoto by REF

part of an excended plan by Lake Park
desiguer Frederick Law Olmated and Charles B,
Whiznall. Known as the Gther of our park system,
Whitnall referred to open areas along che river 25
the lungs of the city.” He bived along the river and
his first wife. was named Gordon, whese family
homestead was danated to the park districr.

These were places where the common nian
eould breathe free and recreate. Think of off those
homes burning coal for fuet as well as the smell
that accornpanied the use of horses as the main
transporeasion of goods within the city. Fresh air
was iaportany, The legacy of the parks system,
first laid oue by early aty planners, has kept much
of the viver valley in public ownership,

Looking Away

Astitudes roward the river valley changed as
attention tened away frorm this section of the
tiver. Undoubredly the main reason this happened
was the decline of water quality in the river, due ra
angmber of factors.

Growrh in the city 2nd mecro arens resulred
in increased runoff from sereets and conseraction
sites, A majority of the sediment foading - the
material char makes the water brown — comes
from construction sites. This runoff also canses
algad grevwth which when it dies and decays bowers
rhe amounrof dissolved oxvgen in the warer,
which desiroys he habivar for fish sad the niyes
af arher creatutes farge and seuadl thas sse 1he v
a5 ehieir Bitehine,




bist the antitnde toward the river as a wasteland
continnes in many people’s minds.

Oreer the years, all uses of the river declined.
People stapped swimming in che river. Svon they
stopped boating and e -skating, The industrial
uses declined due to changing economiss. Shipping
stopped using the river. The railrozd shur down.

Look Again

Ore day we turmed around and the dver valley
near North Avenue was an abandoned back yard,
Riverside Park was a river park in name only, 25
maintenance was discontinved and access to the
western section of the park ad river valley was

Centimeed from previous page.

Left 1g Rig
Fishermen have found the
river again.

The BNR is sfocking the riv-
er with fhe aative Slurgeon
ond as wall as Waileye
Native while ook rees san
be faund giong both sides
af e river.

phatos by Vinge Busheil

Ir might not be evidenc 1o the nntrained eve,
but these species are rampant and threaten native
wrildfowers and a diverse bndscape that supparts 3
broad base of native birds and other animals.

With the new century we have seen a new
interest in the Milwankee River valley as a place to
live, work and play. The value of our river has been
rediscovered, if not by afl, certainly by developers.
An awareness of this resource increases, so does
3 constimency for preservation of the swath of
warer and green that coald come te be seen 2s

. Mitwankee's “contral park,” a place whete man and

made more diffieulr. The valley on both
sides of the tiver reverred toawild
BIATE.

This caime to be seen as xn asset as
the Uthan Ecology Center was founded
and used its locarion along the viver
10 ¢reate @ living fab for members and
students. Citizens hed an oppactunity
<0 enjoy the natural area Ir was 2 place

to walk dogs, watch birds, carch fich, WOr| Id.

If we want a place in the heart of
Milwaukee where we can go be part of
the natural world, where the city fades
Jrom view, we need to plan for future
development that respects that natural

ride & bike, go for 2 hike, or just sit and
enjoy the solimde. |

The dam ar Neirch Avenue was removed
in 1957, revealing mud flats that soon began
supporting vegeration and pioneer rree species.
This wifd stare came to be seen as 2 valued
connection berween narurs and the ciry, Water
quality began te improve, particularly after the
rerviovil of the dam and the sewerage diserier's
deep tunnet lowered the incidence of overflows
into the tiver.

The fish habitat improved with the water
quality. A rock reef was instalied below North
Awenue as 2 breeding zrea last summer, The
Wisconsin Dieparzment of Natural Resources
{DNR] has been working ro establish a
seproducing fshery for native species such as
vealleye and sturgeon. Lake game species such as
salmon and sreethead out are now commonly
canghr by fishermen.

Look Out for Invaders!

This retarn to a wild state was not an ideal
situagion for vegeration. Original, native species
were not the ones that grew up most readily on the
disnurbed land, Opporrunist plant species invaded
the aren with vigar. Chief ameng the invaders are
garlic mustard in bath the woods and the fass
and reed cariary grass over the Has. Buckthorn is
awondy shrob to small tree that is crowding eut
RALHYE tree Spedies,

rature come togedhes just three short miles from
downtown.

There are many groups and individuals who
bave played 2 role in i revival. Developers have
made living on the river fashionable. The city has
encouraged investment along the tiver.

Looking Ahead

With the plan set forward in this paper {see
page 8}, the Milwaukee River Work Group is
encoutaging invesement along the river that civals
the vision of ather great ciries thar have ser aside
land for the common good. Land that will add
vahue o 38l adjacent lands for generarions to come.

The Milwankee River Work Group is made
up of the Friends of Milwankee’s Rivers, River
Revitalization Foundarion and the Urban Eeology
Center. These three gronps, working in association
wirth neighborhood grosps. the City of Mitwaokes,
dhe Wisconsin Department of Natural Resonrces
DR, Rivers and Trails Program of the
MNational Park Service, Milwaukee County Parks
Diepartment and others are developing a vision
for the Furuve of this valley that incerporares
their various missions to educite about, preserve,
improve, and provide public access 1o the
Milwaukee River vailes.

F we want 4 place in the heart of Milwankoe
wheze we can go be part of the narsml world,

whete we the city fades From view, we need to plan
for Fyrure devetopment thar respects that nazurad
werld, We are proposing such a plas.

About the Groups:

Friends of Milwaukee's Rivers (FMR}is
designated a5 Milwauker's “Riverkeeper.” This
designarion recognizes their role in protecting
our water guality by working to stop pafturion
from entering our public waters fram fndustrial,
agricutturad, construction, and municiple sources,
“They have developed a Milwaukee Urban Warer
Trail Map thur encourages use of de river by
camacists and kayakers, Their map shows where
launch and take onr along our theee rivers, Signage
has been plzced along the shore to mark these
points. Water qualiry monitaring, advocary and
profoting public awareness of warer issues forn:
major part of their work,

River Revitalization Foundation (RRF) is vur
urban river land renst. Their goal is o provect
the land adjacent te the river and Improve pehlic
access to this resource, In 2006 the Bast Bank
Trail apened berween Riverside Park and the
footbridge at Caesar’s Pack. This path grearly
improves access to the river valley. On the west
bank a section of the Beer Line rail corrider is
owned by the foundarion, and restorarion of
the woodland has begun. An ADA {Americans
with Disahilities At} accessible maft will be
built providing another mile of trail and access
rer the st bank, The foatbridge buil by the
Ciry of Milwauleec over the old dam foundation

-at Cagsar's park is a significam link in chis rrail
“system and represents a phiysical and curural

bridge berween neighborhoods,

The Urban Ecology Conter (UEC) iz 2
narional leader in providing access te the nazural

: They offer hands-on educational
experiences in the aatural world to young and
old alike in the heart of 2 major metropolitan
arez. Their new center sits near the river and iz an
educational teo! in irself, as it exiibits 5o emany
forms of green constraction and energy saving
infrastracture integrated inco the building, The
tiver valley is their mais point of ohservation of
the narsral world. They offer many programs
that bring visirors deser to natuee, from the stars
and planess in the aight sky to the microscapic
creatores Hving in the sediment of the river. The
UEC provides apprecizrion of our focal ecology
and insighr into the impace of our activities on the

world ar large.
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Milwaukee River at Risk

H ave you ever gone on & hike or a bike ride
slong the Milwaukee River between the
former North Avenue Dian and Silver Spring
Avenuc?

Flave you ever pur your canoe or kayak ingo the
water for a slow prddie downstream?

Do yeu run o walk your dog alongside the
tiver every day?

Do you drink watey ouc of the tap?

1€ o amswered “yes” ¢o any of those questions,
you should cave abour the Milwmkee River
which afong with Lake Michigan, is one of our
city's mest prived natural resoarces,

The Milwaukse River offers a peaceful escape
and 2 connection to nasute in sharp contrast to the
srban environment, The natural aveas along the
Milwaukes River help filter arban pollurasts from
enering out surface waters, provide migratary
pachways for witdlife, and

is under extreme developuvent pressure as the fast
few tiverfront parcels downtown are being slowly
redeveloped.

tn addiion, landowners currently have the
vight o cur down frees and vegeeation fram the
rop of the river bluff down ro the viver bank for
110 other reason then to improve their view. Sach
an incident in Shorewood lust year spurred that
municipafity o crears a shorehand protection
ordinance to enmne that this couldat happrs
agais.

This is not to say that all riverfront developrent
is 4 bad rhing. In facy, there asre positive reasons
to have more residents living newr the rivers - in
short, more eyes and cars mean more people
watching out for the river and fs protecrion.
Future riverfrent development must oceur in 2
sutainable fashion that respects the river valley.

guidance on buitding set-backs from the warer,
minimum lor sizes, building heights ro protect
scenic beaury, or vegeration remuwal,

Lack of design guidelines and uniform
standards for rivecfront development create an
unevers playing field for developess and threnen
this imporrant natural resouree. The river corsidor
exists in its current narural “green” state duc e
large expanses of Mibwaukee County Parkhand
and the bemavolence and goosd stewardship of
private landowners residing in bevween the parks.

‘What Abous Counry Parkland?

Couney Parkland you may say? Surely that is
protected?

Thaokfully, our County Parks are currendly
in well intentioned hands. However, Milwavkee
County Government ultimarely has jurisdiction
aver these properties, and they

minfmize the effecrs of flooding
an downtown Milwaukee.

An.Unprotected
Treasure

Whether you are 2 regolar
recreational user of this river
cormidor o a resident who
Just enjoys looking ar the

..this gem within the City of Milwaukee
is largely without any legal protections and
vulnerableto constant threat of destruction,
development, and degradation,

are broke.

¥ von think chac the
Counry would never el off
parkland, you may want to ratk
re Southside residents whe
recently thwarted the sell-off of
Bender Park for dhe purpuses of
developrent. Jn addition, cur
County Parkiand continues o

be degraded by benign neglect”

river 48 you drive over ane of
our many bridges, the value
of the Mitwanker River to oue local economy,
our environment, and our quality of life canner
be overstated. Many people assume chat this
river corrider is legally provected as 3 “state park,’
“ounty patkway, or 'envitonmental corridor”
The rruth is that this gem withins the Ciey of
Mibwaukes is bargely wichout any begal protections
and valnerable ro constant threar of destruction,
development, and degeadarion.

1F this seems a biv alarmist to you, [ urge you
s0 pat down this paper and go for 2 walk along
the Milwankee River downstream of North
Averue, Milwankes exists targely because of the
actess thar oar oivers provided for shopping, reade,
and commetce. Qur urban riverfrones provide
a2 conmeetion to that past, even as warehovses
transition to condomininms and rading posts to
yravhes.

Flywever, the viver corridor upstream from
downrown Milwmdkes thar runs chrough present-
day Riverwest, Ease Side, Glesduie and Shorewood

A Patvhwork Quile

Recopnizing the beaury and importance of the
natural river corridor upstream of North Avenue,
many City plans have sggested thar chis area
be madntained in 4 natural stare and chat access
be provided in the form of radls to enhanee the
quaticy oflife for Milwankee residents and increase
value of surrounding neighborhoods.

While the City of Milwaukee creared an
overlay distrier no provide for creztion of the
RiverWalk tessentislly 2 special zoning srea thar
provides addivional design guidelines and review
for developments within 59 feet of the river from
North Avenne downstream to Lake Michigan},
noching was ever done to officially protect the
natural river corridor upstrears of North Avenue.
Current Milwanker soning for the river cortidor
fram Norek: Avenue to Sitver Spring looks like a
patchwok qilt of residenrial. industrial business
district and park uses. Hegubations provide no

— tack of funds to rmaineain the
health of the farests, trails, or rivers; or even to
keep the park rest rooms open.

DNR Protection?

Whar abowur Seare shorelaind protection rufes?
Surely the Deparrment of Marural Resources
{DINRY must prozect these riverbanks you ask?

Wrong again.

While Wisconsin does have rales that regulare
shoreland development in the form of NR115,
these rules are not applicable to Milwaukee
Caounep or many orber areas that were alveady
nworporared when the rules cane into effecy in
1968,

The DINR {as well as several other federal
agercies} does have Jurisdiction over some
aspecrs of devedopment that divecrly wher rivers
and viverbanks wuch as dredging, flfing and
stream bank sireradons, w5 well a3 developments

Continued mext pags.



Continaed from previous page.

Creation af a speciat overlay district to
profect these natural areas from fature

homeowners elong the river as well as future
development.

- planning. ‘This planning effort is expected
| take two years, and will involve local residents
in what they want o see not only along the

development and degradation benefifs eurrent | viver, but in the commanicy.

Given the changes in land ownership ehat
are rapidly occurting slong this corndor, we
1 cannot wair this fong for legal siver protection

i

affocting Roodpliing, Flowever, these powers do
rot prevent developmen: on or destruction of the
siver corridor ieself or itz habirar.
Comprehensive Planning — Too Slow?
The Ciey is i the midse of creating their
Nartheast Sids Comprehensive Plan, which will
look at the tiver as one small part of overall city

of this corridor.

A Simple Solation

The solution is simple. Let’s keep whats green,
green. le juse makes sense.

Given the potential For farwrs Hooding {due to
upstresm development), protecred park fand is che

Everybhing in ffs ploce, o place

2% HS A R
“There is a #ime for everything, and @
season for every activity under heaven.” Foiiegiasies

for rivarfrant deveiopmen!, ¢ ploce far nahure

Nathing lke o summer Goy on e river
phote by Eddes Danie!

highest and best use for chis riverfront properry
There are also many studies tha show thae
land values incvease when adjacent to protecred
natural areas, and char parks provide important
“quality of life" services that atreact employers and
emplogees.

Crearion of a special overlay district to protect
these nacural ageas from furure development and
degradation benefics cureany homeowners along
the tiver ap wel as furare development. This
overlay district consists entirely of nararal ateas
{moscly Bood plains and sceep river bluffs} ar che
present time, and would nor affect any existing
SErUCTREES.

Protecting the "Viewshed”
The Milwaskee Riwr Work Group albso
proposes the crestion of a small “buffes” area

: adiacent to the top of the "green” viver bhuff, which

would create a special zoning distric where

- design guidelines would have ra be adhered o for
NEW, multi-los development {existing uses and

stetctures grandfuhersd )

This wouid not affect homeowners of single
fatnily homes or duplexes, and wonkd fuse coms
into effect when mulriple fots are consolidared or

- old induserial properties are being redeveloped in
. the furure.

Thee design guidelines would address buidding
heights sdjacent 1o the river, set-huck of buildings
fom the bluf odge  vepreative  scresning
requitements, and other components.

The overall goal of this overlay districr would
be to procect the nararal feel” of this tiver corridor
and buffer the effccts of urban development on the
“scenic viewshed” rom the level of rhe river,

Many residents and visitors of Milwankee 2l
raarvel av the besney of our river coesidan We
dow't sseed 0 go to nartheen Wisconsin to have 2
nice hike or a nice paddle down the river, bur
enjoy the “wildeeness” in our wwn backyard
2 rremendous cottmunity asser!

Flowever, this experience fs  subsrantiahy
degraded when adiacent buildings encroach not

andy physicaily but visnally fnso the river coveidon

Cood development and re-developmient oz

oorur while protecting this "wdan witderness

caperience, Orher cities like Chi [

viver corridior des sidefines 1o proc




EIALE BUL JO GOTRENY
armas 11 4 padolan oq ues Fumzoue)

anuoAy uoydwrel

sspEERIo 10f keagt 2 Fmg

pooanons Funmm

ueSIIA 9]

dezu 30 38po dog agz e
QAL(] Suudg ANS

1-9 safed



Qdpray wenzapad  yia mou
PUSAY JUON] 12

wep plo

E # #fed ue 41035 3 39s 9svapd sdaavos L]

& o uondposap papeazp vrow e 304 43[[ea 3341 BUg3 w3 Jusw)

1% & 5 A ~0AUs ﬂ.ﬂhwﬂﬂr_ ELERY uﬂws&omwbuﬂ uuaam MO uUd&E.« u&.u

ngip) o . : g, ; 3 Bupztunizpu apisuod proa s saun apmd ywwdopsep

] 2 xog dnoall dprus wimim sy Ag vonespruos sapun seare

sszurpeaddy a1 areapuy s oy dopea mats aqa or

; spur; saed uarefpe azeaipuy - o s 2z rpadopaazp sy

. % V«Md ﬁusuvmﬂ.ﬁwv u& Japraioy TEIIAWGDLALD u—.—u Fn«r—u_a " pmnmu

HDUHH@ wm—AUO\M ¥ : ; - ; PUT] 3043 §1 wOUEpLAUII03a: 33 pue sausnssod [rao) o1

: : ? 3 3 3 : Asostape st dnod s {Ddymas) asntunuory Surtueyg

—:wﬁwaunma ﬂkﬁuﬂﬁﬂ&ﬁ—am uﬁwh %n— “&Cﬁﬂﬁ sE .—Dm;.ﬂ.uou jrauaw
-wostaugg 3y Jo Lepimoq swuwmxerdds aga o on ;

ay, rposodead v sea 3o1nump Apras wepsnur sy ug possasp

P 35E MR SaEpUROG uread jo uonrwixoxdde ssop v
a4 w3op 3£ anq fERO 104 pur Lzeupanpad sy dwws sy

saded uorsta snps w Paustpmo sr dayrea Jaax oy

205 vopziead apisozd prnom st Apnis ags u pasodoad

sau) opmf 2y jo wondapr auy epi IswetLion sdyo

ue A3fza 3 avat 1o vy uawdofiasp mau 3a) v uliteop

apisues 03 sTapastp Apras iy jo asedund sy dogpea soary

ABMEMIN NP VO SINDG JEY JOUROT Bowe]) ATy

Y3 ICHNY JANISIP APTIF WL T S0y preodoid B Y
.&HONU FI0M Fubzm uuu—uwdkmmz Yl MO umnﬂ?ﬁn .Qr_u 1y

“gHop w4z uo 2alacy Sunadg saapg o1 ganos 3 se wonp

\Gﬂzu«._ Ewﬁ Uﬂﬁu»—(ﬂ _.mu‘—ﬂz Plo e:u gnﬂm hummfo unmu 2MOUE dews

SR] ..Lvmd_» Ay u.ud.ﬂﬁgmmg u—.—u 5T vaae wmruk MO u.wmu«._ Bt

nwdoasep sy oy senead Supsued v sredoneed

01 P15 WEIYLI0N AP Jo P Buryse st weaurdopasg)
L1y go wmaedagy oy ginoag REyuempy Jo Aoy gy

Uy
AFojeog

WP Pro wosp ureansdn moly




o

o

£

% TE 2.

* A Proposal for Public Po!l
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What's the best way to preserve the good green Milwaukee River Corridor from North
Avenue to Silver Spring Drive? The Milwaukee River Work Group has a proposal,

Who is the
Milwakee River Werk Group?
The Mitwaskee River Work Group
EMRWG) i a coafition of erganizations
cancerned with rhe Milwagkee River, including
represencatives from the Urbar Ecalogy Ceneer,
Friends of Milwackee's Rivers, and River
Revitalization Foundation, along with ather
interested agencies, businesses and individuals.
Together, they bave been exploring = variety
of methods and eechniques ro

envivemmental corridor, Heodplains. and river
bleefls thar are Important to proveceing water
quality, minimizing flocding, and providing
migratory pathways for wildlife,

2. Procecy the “viewshed"” of the greemway
corridar so thar persons enjoying the river
or engaging in astivites sach as canoeing,
kayaking, fishing, oc hiking along rhe river’s
edge will have a nataral experience.

LCommeon Council to creste an smdy districe for
the river corridor and surrcunding sreas.

‘The creation: of 2 Milwzukee River
ireenveay would involve cliciting public input
and esrablishing guidelines for new developrent
projeces adfacenit vo the river that are comparible
with the goals of maintaining 2 navaral
greenway slong the river corridor and presesving
the “viewshed, 56 impositien of urban views
would be kept to 2 minimam for

preserve natural spaces, manage

adizcent developirent and ensure

public access along the river.
They adveeate 2

comprehensive plan that

inchades public policy, zoning,

preservation guidedines and 2

The propased Milwaukes River Central Parke
would extend the coniept of setting development
guidelines and sité plan reviews upstream of North
Avenue to the nortbern city limits,

people using the river vallay,

Past Successes

The convept of this kind of
oversight has been successhlly
used by the city of Milwankee in
the past.

scewardship plan for rhe froare.

Praposed Zoning Regulations

“Fhe MRWG recommends that 2 comparable
approach be implemented to protect the more
narural upstream porrions of the Milwaukee
River corridor.

‘The proposed Milwunkee River Greenway
wonthd exvend the coneepr of serring
development guidelines and site plan reviews
upstream frons the farmer North Avense o the
rarthern ciry limizs, Uldimarely, the MRWG
waald ke to see @ comparable approach co the
more natural poctions of the river taken by other
municipalities upstream from the Milwaskee
city lirmges.

Shorewood has already done this by
adapring a shoveland ordinance and River Hilis
i proposing a simélar overlay diserice.

The MRWUG is sroposing that Mibwaskee
residents join with chem in calling for che ciey
of Mitwsukee ro appoint = Orewsway Task
Force consistizg of a diverse group of property
gwnars, business representarives, river protection

3. Establish bailding setbacks and design
guidelines for new multi-lor construction
within 2 buffer are adjacent to the top of the
green bluff along che river.

4. Establish enhanced guidelines to control
erosion and runoff entering the river,

5. Preserve and enhance native vegetation,
fisheries and wildlife habitsr along the river
corridon

6. Encourage land uses and activides within
the river corridor that tzke into account the
obijective of maintaining & natural greenway
corridor, withour aleering present uses.

7. Create » Milwavkes Réver Central Pack Truse
Puned 1o finance land and waser stewardship
into the harure.

Strategies for Preservation

“the MIRWEG has srudied 2 broad range of
raols to preserve the nazural greenway corridor
within a predominundy urban enviranment, The
fiest step that is underway is for the Mitwankee

When the city was in the early
stages of planning the RiverWatk
project, they passed legislation regulating
development of land adfacent w the Milwankee
River corridor from the Harbor northwards ro
the former North Avenoe durn.

As the RiverWalk has been developed,
these regulations remain in place. Any projects
preposed in this area are subject to guidelines
and site plan reviews through the Mitwakee
River Corridor Siee Plan Review Overtay
Diisericr. Carrently, the Ciry Plan Commission
reviews all projects for these sperific regularions
within 50 fees landward of the existing dock
wall zlong wrban sections of the river. The
resulting system of viverwalks and other
viver edge improvements on both sides of the
Milwaukee River through the downtown ares
has become a tremendous asset and ameniry for
all citizens. ‘The city has always eavisioned char
this puablic access would continue via a series
of narural vradls wpstreas of the former Morsh
Avenue Dant,

advewares and rep ives of
Zuvernmant agencics.,

Fhe Creenway Tusk Force
would work together to delineare
a Milwaukee River Greenivay,
srepare design and development
guidelines, and recommend a siee
plan review process thar is based
on peblic comment elivited
rough 1 series of workshops

aned pachlic input opportinities.
Further recommendations of
the MRWG ceTiing this
proposed policy a5 well a5 a

detailed map of the aven under

[ are inchedad inthis

Baper,




The Milwaukee Central Park Philosophy:
Sustainability into the Future

targe: portion of the lnd sloog the

Milwauker River is already in public
basrds, The vision of & Central Park slong the
viver is 2 expansion of that reality.

With a connecred and protected corridor,
some ohvivus guestions avise. Fow i the land
managed? Who takes responsibility for upkeep?
Fiowr are policies decided? Who enforces those
policiest Wh pays the bills?

Vow do vou get involved in this process? if
you have read the preceding pages you ey have
concluded that you concar in vur philosophy
and support these conceprs. You can become
part of the “We” that propeses these ideas
of 1 Miwaukee Central Pack. Here is whatis
proposed. Joining in rhe provess influences the
aubcome.

Public Input

We need public input on best asage, policies
and structure for this fand. Flow do we get inpur
from peaple who live and work nosr the tiver
valley, and from peaple who want to use ic?

We propose & series of public meetings

and planning workshops, open to anyone withs

an incerest in the viver and land, These will be
publicized through articles fn the local press

and news stories on clectronic media. We will
atso engrtge the outreach effoess of consaunitg
organizers from geaups like Community Parmers
aned the YMOA Community Development
Cenrer.

Eripnds of Milwaukee's Rivers on bebalf of
the Milwaukee River Work Group {MEWG}
has recendy received 2 grane from Wisconsin
Coastat Management Program, to hald 2 series
of planning sezsions to begin the process, These
public plasming sessions can help gather inpar
from the people who are inverested in the funure of
the Milwaukee River Valley.

“There are many questions to be answered
shout how o set up cur Cenrral Park area. It
will cake time and effort to reach 2 ghl

o5 Boss to contact the different groups and public
afficials tvolved.

Guardianship:

Heow to Handle Enforcement?

Many of the present users sec the River Villey
as = place to walk the dog, ride 2 mousntain bike,
take « hike, drop 2 fishing line, Bird watchers and
nanre lovers are comimeon tsers, Schoot kids and
adules learn abous the envivonsrient in this urban
ecospsten.

Mot ail of these activities are mutually
comparible. One question chae keeps cotning ap s,
“What can [ de and where can | do ief” Answering
this question requites lind and water use policies,
and 3 means of cemminicating these policies te
land asers.

. Chice policies ave in place, they will need 1o he
enforced.

% i too coady to emphoy eity or county police
te pateo] the valley - and probably not the best
sofirion. Afer all, manural areas are usually places
where people want to relax and have fun.

However, there seed to be policies and cules,
to keep the area safe and protecred.

We propose thar those who regulatly use the
tand come rogether 1o decide policies. This kind
of consensus agreement will creste “unofficiat
offeials” In other words, people whe hive helped
to decide policy will help to enforce policy

Given shar, we also acknowledge chat there
needs tw be some official oversight of the area.
While we may be able to rely to some degree on
loeal law enforcement efficers and clty and coanty
parks eomplovees, we need 10 be able o fund 2
level of rale enforcement. Some signage will be
needed and 2t same point employees to educate
users of the river valley abour policies and help
svaintain che area. This will provide guidance on
sufe enforcement.

consensus that makes this fand useful for as many
people and interests as possible.

A Gathering of Stkehotders
MNext we come 1o the question of who should

adrvinister the management ahd protection of the
Jasict om an ongoing hasis. This is somerhing dzac
no one organization or governmental wnit can take
ant by fedf.

The majority of the Jand is designated park
and owned by Miwaukee County. Decermining
the use of the few remaining parcels that will
ke this arez 2 central park is the goal of the
public pur process as we move from a vision 10
reality,

We propase 2 consortium of stakehiolders:
indivicdnal neighbors, representiives from
avea o szations, busi and b
organizations, reightorhood sssedlations,
governmental agencies, ciry departments, schools,
Wilwaukee County Parks Dicpartment, and others
who have 2 stake and interest i how the land and
warer is managed. This group would serve on a
vohiprary basis, and be granred authority to make
decisions through an agreement with necessary
public and private agencies.

Who should be ar thar rable? The MRWO
has a staet in bringiny stakeholders together, and

that fist is growing, The public process will help
detueming the strucore of the governing body.
Diease check the back page for informarion

Show Me the Mow

How do we Arance the ceeation and
wmainrenance of = Milwaukee River Central Fark
areat

1a the past, we have counted on city, stae and
county tzx dollars w fand public recreation areas.
However, given growing demands om public funds,
shis new vision of land wse along eur viver seems
te cafl for new approaches ro fusding, and ro
guaranteving thar fending mnto the furre,

We prapose the creation of & Milwaukee
River enerai Park Trust Fund, This fand could
be set up and tanaged so that proceeds of the
fund could be ased to fingnce land and warer
maintenance into the futare, There could be
a spesial entity set up - apast from any of the
stakeholders or members of a governing boaed
— ¢o snanzge the fund. There are models for this
kind of fnding correncly in place in orher areas.

The fund would grow chrongh donations of
concerned citizens and groups, This would be a
community effore.

Furure Problem-Solving

As we phan for the vrganizacion,
administration zad funding for che vafley, we
need to create @ means to carvy thar effort inte the
furare.

We propose that the early planning process
focus on che creation of & Mibvankee River
Cenpraf Pack Philosophy — think of it 2 an
ecological constitution ~ that will help planners
and policy makers of the furure understand thar
we want to keep our beautiful river clean and
green and accessible to everyone. This kind of

philosophy statement will make it easier for us
20 guide all of sur planning ss we work to dehne
and ereare our Mitwaukee River Central Park
arza. frwill help us matnrain it and sustain it
meaningfal way into the fature.
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T'he Wifuaties RIVEF Werk Grotp mebssd” Parthering
Friends of Mitwaukee's Rivers (FMR),

River Revitalization Foundation {RRF), e
ban Ecoiogy Lenter (UEG), local residants a :
naighborhood groups that have a shared vistor! for'the Mﬁwaw
kee River valley. We beliove thare I8 Increased: medébﬂﬁy gwen N

to Gl position statemnents by woring

water in Mitwaukee County,

Fhe city has begin a mﬂiiyea:p}am process:
Nosh East side of Miwdukes. -} seemad abpropriata fo get our
e down on paper and hold community informstion sessams :
i Hvolve the public iy these decisions. We are promoting tand

togethwr
. Wi ware conceried that state shoretand iaw does ot -
arotect paturalaneas in Milwaukes's river: vaﬁeys_whz%a‘s%m
state does hive s role 1 2 e other Courties 1 Wisconsi. |
is iy to oy govemment i aﬁam mlas o ;ymtactme fand awd

: ﬂrgamzatmns i

'Miisnwxee Rivir, -

L Beloware aach gmu;}s pexspectwas o 5%awmdsiup o
-an:i msﬁ o natarat {ands and our rivers in anurban- enviran- -
ment. We sncburage you 1o tead them, Pleass joinus.
Sew back cover for cortact information,

e SoRtaphs that promows preservation of natd.

. il sesets while irproving public aceess to these
warie fands and the Miwaukes River, -~
: FMRegds in watee quality pmctm as
. th&dessgnazed “Rivetkeaper for Mitwaokes's fivers.. .
- RRF is'our urban land tnistdeticated to assure pra?sc— .
- Gon dhroughiland cwaership Brd stewandship, pubht sooess
and envqmmsanial pritection sasemdnts,

LR S a leadir ey, shitewide, and aaﬁona%!»; i
env%rmmanmé education; Thay provide 8n Access pcmt{m a&l
o expenence qur amuraé worié nght hem on the banius of %he -
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Mliwaukee Urban Water Trail Paddie the rivers in your own back yard

..residents and visitors increasingly
wse our rivers for recreational boat-
ing and to enjoy the natural, cultural,
and historical attractions that can be
discovered from the water.

However, 2 grow-
ing gap  existed
between inferest in
riverfront recreation
and
ahous public access
to cur civess, The

information

BrLwErS

hen asked whar they value mast

abour  the greater Milwaukee
region, people Frequently refer w the <lose
prexumrv 1o Lake Michigan or one of the
sreas three tivers. This is reflected in the
building srd redevelopment boom along
Mitwawkees tivers, improved public access
o the waterways, and increasing anmbers
of anglers and paddlers using Milwaukee's
rivers and the Iakefront,

‘This change in perceprion bas been
brought on in part largely through fmproved
water quality and river condifions, such as the
reraoval of Morth Avenue Dam. As a result,
residents and visivors increasingly ase our nvers
fer recreatrional boating and o enjoy the naru-
ral, culeural, and hisrorical arrracrions that can
he discovered from the warter.

AR IR ER LRBAR

WATERTRAL |

lack of information ot
tegirimare public access points
lead people o wse makedhift,
and at times illegal and unsate,
access poines, In addition, in-
creasing riverfront development
has made it harder for paddlers
o find accesy points from the
tand and distinguish berween a
throng of unsigned private and
public piers from the water.
Duc to these reasons, Friends
of Miwaukees Rivers {FMR) developed the
Mitwaukee Urban Wiger Trail in 2005, in col-
tiboration with a variery of government, non-
profit, and private stakeholders. The Milwaukes
Urban Water Trail is a canoe and kayak roure
through the uthan pertions of the Midwaukee,
Menonmonee and Kinnickinnic Rivers conrain-

ing tmore than 25 mites of paddling appormuni-
sies. The trail includes 33 access sites {including
portages}, passes through portions of fiwve ciries
and two coustzl counties, and connecss the
theee rivers to paddling opportaniries on Lake
Michigan. The map can be obrmned st the
Milwavkee Enviranmental Consorriur, Urbas
Feology Center, Laacke and Joys, the DNR. and
ity orher locarions. B is also available on the
EMR website av hrep:/ fewwmbkeriverkeeper.
org/watertrail/mapbim.  Most of the Water
Trail sites have posted signs idenrfying them as
official public sites to minimize ronfusion sbout
which sites are public znd private.

Tn 2066, the Mitwatker Urban Wirer Trail
was designared a5 2 National Recreation Tradl
by the 118, Department of the Interior, as well
a5 an American Canoe Association Recom-
mended Teail, As the Milwankee Urhan Water
“I'rail becomes more popular, residents increas-
ingly realize that they do not need ro travel fory
distances to go canoeing or kayaking. Fastead,
they can enjoy the rivers sight in their swn
hackyards.

Sce back cover for contart mformation.

The Good Earth

he Milwankee River valley is onder pres-

sure fromt development moving up the
civer from donzown, By purchasing some land
in the valley, RRF has protected a section of the
environmentai corridor. By working to preserve
the existing forested and undzveioped land in the
Mitwaiskee River valley, RRF plans 1o leave a legacy
of connested public lands that are accessible. This
is a viral urban connection t the nareral world.

The web of life en carth zecends into cur grear
cities. Mararal aveas are imporrant not only for our
survival bt the survivad of sl those species, Targe
and smalt that rely apon the complex narure of
wild space T survive.

The preservation of narural habitar slong the
siver is good for the economy; our watet and our
fueure. It is not a technigue to prevent development
but it dots allow the beanty of the river and biaff
system 1o remzin and co-exbst within the develop-
menr. Just like Manhattan, o Milwagkes Ceneeat
Park will be a destination sought by many.

We nzed to provide for wild spaces within cur
arban boundaries while the appormunities exisc
ot we risk fosing them, Mot all arban dwellers are
able to leave the city to experience the wondets of
<he nanaral world. They cannot value whit they do
nor know: By preserving and provtd g appormm
ties fur city dwellers, soung and old, o walk in
the green walley of the Mihwaukee River, we aee
crearing & ciizenship with an undesstanding and

Open land is a vanishing resource

appreciation for the ratural world.

Tine ¢ critical. If residents and ciry and county
government do ROt Act now to protect these river
tznds, the opportanity o do 5o will pass. The cost
of land all over our stare is rising, The cost of land
i the ciry along the ziver has
skyrocketed. With the help of
srganizations fke RAE, Friends
of Mibwaukees Rivess and dhe
Usban Ecology center, it can be
saved.

1 any thing is 2 finite rescurce
it is our land and water, Cur
wise use of larnd and water hefps
us sasrain life. As for the land,
we have scoured it and dumped
an it but the bedrock sits mosily quiedy below,
popping up o the surface at some points. Az is
our tradivion and our law, mossly invisible lines of
ownership mark the lind.

I the quest to provect land in i narural form
and provide the public zocess wo out fand and
warer resources, River Reviralization Foundation
[RRF) was formed. RRF is our River Land Truse,
The Foundarion owns land in the public srust in
the Milwvaukee River Valler and is looking at other
parcels to putchase.

Asother npnan for REF besides outright pur-
chase, is to acquice casements from privare fand-
awners for access o consetvation. An easerent &

River
Revitalization

fopndation

a voluntary lewal agreement between 2 landowner
and a qualified land rust e permanendy prowas
the lands comservation values. The landowner
retains ownership and use of the property. ‘This
preservation methed allows non-profits, such as
RRE to protect more land betatzst it s Jess expen-
sive than buying land ontrighe.

Placing 2 land preservation
agreement along a portion of the
tiver bank is a effective protection
methed. Unless we protect these
areas now. there will be lirzle ve-
maining for future generations to
enjoy.

The East Bank Trail was cen-
steucted Fast year and now legally
allows public access onto privace lands. We can
thank e many property owners wha shared our
vision for the valley For this accomplishment.

Wisconsin Upastal Mamagemeny pravided =
grant to build the rrail. Volunteers wotked with 2
{andscaper and Mitwaukee County Park employecs
1 get the tradl builr, Constraction frms donared
tmatesials. [onors gave the marching furds needed
for che grant.

The result is improved access for all to srcas of
the river that wete largely inaccessible before.

Protect the good earth.

Please foin ws.

See back cover for confact information.
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4-Wheeling

in the Park:

Opening the urban outdoors to persons with disabilities

his is Ken from UEC. For years [ have
had this crazy dream of one day going
canveing and hshing in Riverside Park wirh
my good friend, Carijean Bubk, Cargjean and {
have done 3 lot of sutdoar things over the years,
We bave been sledding togerher, we've gone
catling for owls in deep snow wich sub-zere
remperatures and once we went sailing on Lake
Michigan. These may not sound so <razy to
most people, but Carijean has Asthrogrypesis
Maultiplex Congenita, which means she cansor
walk, her atms and hands bave limired mobiticy
and she uses 3 wheelchair to get around.
Carijesn is the longest lasting employee at the
Urban Ecology Center. She has been a huge
asset over the years in the development of our
newsletter, website and PR marerialy, Yer I
sometimes wonder how she Feals as she hears
s ralk of the growing number of species of fish
in the tiver, sees us fun out to investigate the

newly found beaver trees along
the viver's bank and watches the
weekly canoe trips take off from
the Cenrer during the summer
She sees and hears of all of chis,
places pictaren of these acrivities
in our brochures, but is nor able
to experience these things for
herself, The banks in the park are
oo steep wtnd the trails oo rongh.
There is no place along the entire
five mile stretch of natural urban
corridor that has a wheelchair accessible route
to sasy fishing on the river.

Ir 1¢ for this reason, not just for Carijean but
for all persuns with disabilides, hat 2 small bue
dedicated group of volunteers and professionals
has spent the past year ironing out & compli-
cated master plan for pachways and accessibilicy
in Riverside Park. This was done thanks rv 2
planaing grant from the state’s Coastal Manage-
mene Fund.

It is & rricky business, We want to keep the
parural wild character of the park, yet as mare
proplevisitthe areaic bevomes critical roimprove
the trails, stairways and river acoess. With a for
of citizen involvement -~ 25 well as the suppare
of landscape architects, civil engineers, County
Parks and Department of Natural Resources
personnel, with representarives from Indepen-
dence First, Friends of Milwaukees Rivers, the
River Reviralization Foundation and our local
clected officiats - T zm absohuely hrilled to

share with you onr ond resalel

The full plan is quite ambitions and includes
improved staftcases, erosion control. 4 fshing
pier, & canor Lanmeh and an eegans pedestrian
suspension bridge aross the Oak Leaf Recve-
ational Trail. We also plast vo exvend Pack Place
across the trail to a 50 to 60 car parking area
(notin the park). From this parking area, a fully
accessible path will lead bodh o the Ouk Losf
Teail and the river.

Thanks 1o the incredible generesity of our
neighbor, Pieter Godfrey, much of the difficule
sererch of the wheelchaic accessible path has
already been created ... 3 beaudful winding
parh down the esbankment to the flood plain
of the rivee. This patl will nor only connect o
our Bshing and ranos ares, bt will lead sonrh
to North Avenue via the new East Bank trait
constructed by oug colleagues, the River Revi-
calizagion Foundation.

We have divided the park inte thres trail
types:

« Matural trails thae will remain essentially as
they are as meandering narrow dirt pathways
through rhe forest

« Tmproved trails which will convert some of
the old asphalt trails inte more natueaf but sl
wider pathways and

+ Accessible trails graded and surfaced with
crushed limestone that allows wheelchairs and
walkers to manenver, but not rofler blades

Ser www.UrbanEcologyCenteroeg for 3
map thar shows the full derails of the plan.

‘The plan s nor going ro happen overnighr,
by as the crernal optimist, come next falf I may
tie able to pull off 2 date with Carijean ro falfil
4 dream T've had for a long time.

Sec back cover for contact information.

Glossary of Terms

Greenway Task Force

Milwaukee River Contral Park Area

A name proposed by the Milwaukee River Work Group for the approxim:

A group proposed by the Milwawkoe River Work Group. This diverse group of property owsers, business representatives, river
protection advocates and representatives of government agencies
prepare design and development guidelisnes, and recommend a site plan review process.

would work together to delineate a Milwaakee River Greenway,

ately 800 acve area in the environmental carridor along the

Milwaukee River frem the Nocth Avenue dam ro the ciry limits at Silver Spring Dsive. This area is voughly the same acreage as Central Park
in New York City, The Milwauker River Work Group is proposing that the Ciry of Milwiukee adopt zoning to pratect chis area as a greenspace,
and also prorect the “viewshed” of this arez from she imposition of urban views ta preserve the natacal experience of people using the river.

Milwaukee River Central Park Teust Fund

A fond proposed by the Milwaukee River Work Group to b ser up
land and water maintenance inco the furare, There could be 2 special company set up ~ apart feom any of the srakeholders or membersof 2
gaverning board — to manage the fund, There are models for this kind of Randing currently in plece in other areas. The fund would grow through
Gemurions of roncerned citizens and groups. This would be a commaunity efforr,

and managed so that proceeds of the fund could be used to finance

Miluauhee River Greenwiay

Miwsmkee River primary environmental corridos, foodplains, and river bluffs berween North Avenue and Sitver Spring [rive. This
Vision Paper suggests that this Cireenway be preserved by establishing guidelines for new development projects along the civer valley, that
weald prorect water qualirg pressrve migratory pashways for weikdlife, and minimize Hooding.

Mitwaukee River Work Group
A coaliion of organizazions concerned
oF Wiankeds Rivers, and Tiver Reviralizaos Frandarion, along with ather interasted agencies, busiesses and individuals.

with the Mihwaukee River, induding representarives from the Utban Feology Center, Friends

Viewshed

The co

chir the view from the river and the greenway corridor should include ssrurat dleme

river val

115 Fav

sehien views would be ke 2 anjoy
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Opportunities

Friends of Milwaukee's Rivers

For F245 N, Farwell Ave. Sune 10
~ \’ Milwaukee. W1 53202
Involvement o Phone: 414,287 0207
Give us o cal Fax: 4142737203
Semd an email : www.mkeriverkeeperony
Check cat our websites FWS pene
rop us 2 line D{ Milwaulese's
G fishing wivers
Get in a canoe ’
Take 2 hike River Revitalization Foundation

Ride a bike 1845 N Farwell, Sate 100

River ,, .
Walk youe dog Revit ﬁ;i%’ i{i%% Mitwinskeo, W §3202

Plasit a troe
Help temove invasives
Offer financial help

Phone: 414.271.5000
Fax: 414.273.7293
www, riverrevitalizatnfoundationorg

Take a tour
(o bird watching
Voluateer
Go skiing Urbun Ecology Center
Fog Riverside Park
Share this with a neighbor 1500 E. Park Place
Attend a meeting Milwaukes, WI 33213
Participate in a clean up ; Phone:414.564.8505
! Think about it wiww.uthanccologycenter.org

Email vecturbimecologycenterorg

Please check our websites for updates and meetings on Milwauakee River Central Park.

Contact City of Milwaukee Officials

“The Ciry of Milwankee, through the Department of City Developmens, is asking residents of the northeast side
ta participate in a planning process for future development. The heart of this area is the Milwavkee River valley.

Additionally, at the request of the Milwzukee River Work Group, there is a proposal for z interim seudy districe
before the City Common Council that focuses on the Milwaakee River Vailey. The puspose of the study districe
is to consider design sritetia fir new development in or arar the valley on the city’s northeast side. The adoption
of the guide lines proposed in the study district would provide protection for the river valiey as outlined in this
vision paper. Please consider contacring the Mayor and the three alderman fisted below whose districes include the
tiver valley, You may also contact Janet Gran of the Deparement of City Develupment, who is coordinating the
Waortheast Side Avea plan and is compiling stakeholder inpur.

Telf them you support the idea of a Milwankee River Central Park, and the adoption of guidelines to protect this
valizabie public resource.

Mayor Tom Barrett Northeast Side Area Plan
Office of the Mayor, 200 E. Wells Street Contact Janet Orau,

City Hali R 201, Milwaukee, WE 53202 Dept. of City Development
Phone (5143 286.2200, FAX: {414) 2863191 414- 286-5724
mayori@mifwaukee.gov Email Janet.Gran@mieded.org

Phone contact information for all Alderman:
Phone: (Office) 414 286-2221, (FDD) 414 2862025, {After hours) 414 286-2158, FAX: (01 414 Z86-3456

Alderman Michael D’Amate  Alderman Ashantt Hamilton  Alderman Michsel McGee, Jr.

3rd Aldermoanic District 1st Aldermanic District 6tk Aldermanie District
City Hall, Room 263 City Hall, Room 205 City Hali, Room 205

2060 Fast Wells St. 206} East Weils St 200 East Wells St
Mitwaukee, Wi 53202 Mitwaskee, W1 53202 Milwaskee, WI 33202
E-Mait: 1-Maik: H-Mail: ]

imdamat@ milwankee gov shamil@milwaukee.gov mmegeedmilwankee.gov

This is not a rask for the Ciry of Milwankee alone, All the communiries thar border ear rivers in Milwaskee
Couney should be addressing dver edge developmens and conservation measures. Shorewood has adopted 2
shoteland ordinance and other communities are considering action as weil. The work done here can be 1 moded of
how to b good scowards of our aver lands and watess,




