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NARRATIVE        

 
TO:  City of Milwaukee Plan Commission 
 
FROM:  Pat Kressin, PLA, LEED AP & Steve Fisco, PE 
 
DATE:  June 12, 2023 
   
SUBJECT: Foxtown Landing (Tap Room) Riverwalk SPROZ  

       

Overview: 
The proposed Foxtown Landing Tap Room will consist of a 3-story, 28,000 square foot dog-
friendly facility in the currently vacant parcels of land directly west of the Milwaukee River and 
directly south of the I-794 overpass at the intersection of N Plankinton Avenue and W Clybourn 
Street. The building will include a café, tap room, distillery, event space, and multiple patio and 
terraced spaces with fire pits and various seating options.  
 
The project extends the riverwalk south from the south edge of the Dog Park/I-794 property with a 
12’ minimum wide pathway connecting through the Taproom Site to and back up to Plankinton at 
the intersection with St. Paul. The riverwalk extension connects to the taproom patio multiple 
concrete stairways and an ADA accessible pathway. There is an additional pathway connection 
to Plankinton via a paver pathway and driveway that straddles the property line between the 
Taproom and the Dog Park. 
 
The 50’ overlay zone adjacent to the taproom includes the 12’ paver pathway, concrete stairs with 
handrails, typical Milwaukee Riverwalk style guardrails, a concrete paver patio, stone retaining 
walls, 18” stone seat walls, access to new floating docks, and various landscape plantings within 
planters incorporated into the patio and seat walls.  Detailed materials list and sample photos are 
included below. 
 

Detailed Project/Use Description: 
 
New building:  
Describe proposed new building type and impact on adjacent properties:    
The proposed Foxtown Landing will consist of a 3 story, 28,000 square foot dog-friendly facility 
that collectively, with the proposed new Dog Park below the I-794 Freeway underpass 
immediately north (for context only), will create a new “Dog District” at the nexus where the 
Historic Third Ward meets downtown Milwaukee. More specifically, located on the currently 
vacant parcels of land directly west of the Milwaukee River, at the northeast corner of St. Paul 
Street and Plankinton Avenue, the building will include a Canine Café, Tap Room, Distillery, Palm 
Garden Atrium Event Space and Woof Top Greenhouse Lounge along with multiple roof top 
terraces, covered patio seating and large grade level terrace seating with several fire pits and 
stepped seating to both physically and visually engage with the Riverwalk and the Milwaukee 
River to the east.  The building will both in its design and use complement the adjacent Prizlaff 
buildings which lies directly southwest of the site. The project will include the extension of the 
Riverwalk system from the north and will connect to the main entrance of the building at the 
corner St. Paul and Plankinton. The Riverwalk continuation across the 20’ alley is within the 
Taproom submittal.  The edges of the Riverwalk trail are actually continued through the use of 8” 
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pavers linking trail edges across the alley per the rendered image in appendix A.  Here is the 
SPROZ limits drawn on a REVIT image.   
 

 
  
Riverfront Facades: 
Describe proposed riverfront façade, include plan for public accessibility:   
The proposed material palette used includes the predominant articulated skin of reclaimed Cream 
City brick with a split face stone base, cut limestone cornices, lintels and sills, large punched 
opening windows with dark bronze aluminum storefront framing and clear insulated Low-E 
glazing, with the use of a shingle zinc metal panels on the north and east elevations on the third 
floor and mechanical central core which is flanked by the dark bronze framed sloped glass of the 
Palm Garden atrium and Greenhouse of the Woof Top Lounge. The limestone cornice lines 
above the first and second floor wrap around the roof terraces with the use of short dark bronze 
ornamental guardrails to allow for visibility. The second floor roof terrace overhangs the first floor 
to create a porch condition with T&G wood ceilings. These roof terraces step down to the river 
along with the ground level and lower terrace with the use of ornamental railings as guardrails, 
fencing and handrails as needed to define and enclose the terraces and circulation elements. 
There are wide stairs and a ADA accessible ramp that connect directly to the Riverwalk. 
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Building signs: 
The Foxtown Landing building identification signage will consist of a wall mounted internally lit 
vertical marquee cabinet sign on the west elevation, flood lit wall stud-mounted cast aluminum 
channel letters at the main entrance, and a flood lit stud-mounted cast aluminum letters on the 
zinc shingle metal panel core, as shown on the renderings.   
 
Building detail: 
The overhead canopies over the ground floor south and west street windows consists of a dark 
bronzed tied-back structural steel frame with a tongue and groove exposed infill and dark bronze 
sheet metal cap. The entrance canopy and overhead doors will be similar but will incorporate 
laminated glass to allow more natural light. The second and third floor windows have a tied-back 
structural steel sunscreen on the south, east and west. The marquee sign will be a wall mounted 
prefabricated dark bronze aluminum cabinet sign. 
 
Landscape: 
The Foxtown Landing landscaping is meant to compliment the adjacent MKE Dog Park 
Riverwalk’s landscaping. While there is considerably less planting area on this site as compared 
to the MKE Dog Park Riverwalk site, a similar planting palette will be used to provide some 
uniformity to this overall larger section of Milwaukee’s Riverwalk (W Clybourn St to E St. Paul 
Ave). Raised planters with large shade trees will line the Riverwalk’s western edge and provide 
refuge from the sun to those using either the Riverwalk or Foxtown Landing’s patio. Shrub and 
perennial planting beds will accompany these trees and will assist in providing year-round color 
and texture to the urban site.  
 
Materials:   
1. Hand Rock Faced Limestone 12” x 24” Base (Natural) (Building and Riverwalk Overlay) 
2. Stone: Beaver Creek Sanblasted Finish (to match Husch Blackwell building stone) (Building)  
3. Dark Bronze Anodized Aluminum Storefront (Building) 
4. Clear Low E Insulated Glass (Building) 
5. Cut Limestone Cornices, Lintels, Sills and Caps (Natural) (Building) 
6. Zinc or Kynar Finished (Zinc Color) Metal Shingles (Building) 
7. Ornamental Metal Handrails, Guardrails, and Fencing (Dark Bronze powder coat) 

(Riverwalk) 
8. Prefinished (dark bronze/ zinc) metal copings, fascia and trim (Building and Riverwalk 

Overlay) 
9. Cedar Tongue and Groove canopy infill and porch ceilings (Cedar stain) (Building and 

Riverwalk Overlay) 
10. Poured Concrete with Broom finish (Natural) (Building and Riverwalk Overlay) 
11. Precast Concrete (Earthtones) Brick Pavers (Building and Riverwalk Overlay) 
12. 8” paver banding @ 20’ alley, which connects 12’ riverwalk edges while allowing the 

pavers along the alley to maintain aesthetics. 
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Appendix A – Proposed Material Images 
 

Hand Rock Face 

 
 

 

Concrete Pavers in Programmable Space and former Alley 
 (Straddles SPROZ limits) 
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Paver Layout (from CADD) 
 

 
 
 
 

Paver / Alley look from REVIT 
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Milwaukee Riverwalk Guardrail 
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Appendix B – Existing Site & Surrounding Area Photos 
 

Looking South @ St. Paul Ave. and the East side of the Taproom site 

  
 
 

Looking northwest at vacated alley, north side of the Taproom  
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St. Paul right-of-way looking west (south end of project) 
This is an area to see ramps down from city sidewalk 

 
 

Looking NW from St. Paul Ave. bridge 
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Location where alley, Riverwalk (trail) and the two projects meet 
Looking north from St. Paul Ave. bridge 
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The Generation 50 line of benches and litter receptacles is a modern 

interpretation of several of the company’s classic designs. “Generation 

50 pays homage to the design, culture, and craft that is at the heart of 

the company but also takes advantage of the manufacturing expertise 

and new technologies that characterize Landscape Forms now and 

into the future,” says Generation 50 designer Robert Chipman. Angular, 

diamond-shaped detailing is the shared visual character across the line’s 

pieces. Generation 50’s many options and broad application fit multiple 

site designs and uses. Benches can be specified with or without backs; 

in traditional, cantilevered, top-of-wall mounted, and wall mounted styles; 

with curved or straight face boards; and with three arm options or without 

arms.  A litter receptacle in two styles rounds out the line. The elements 

are made of cast aluminum, steel, and wood, including thermally modified 

ash, a domestically sourced, sustainable material.

Bench
• Generation 50 benches are available backed or backless. 
• The bench has aluminum casting supports with a powdercoat finish, 
and a wood seating surface. 
• Bench is available in four different styles – traditional, cantilever, top of 
wall, and wall mount 
• Generation 50 bench styles include a variety of mounting options: 
	   – �Generation 50 traditional is available freestanding, surface mount, or 

embedded
   – Generation 50 cantilever is available embedded or surface mounted. 
   – Generation 50 top of wall is available embedded or surface mounted. 
   – �Generation 50 wall mounting – hardware to anchor to wall not 

included.
• Benches are 72” in length  
• �The backed and backless benches are available with either no arms, 

end arms, or end and center arms.
• The backed bench is offered with two arm styles - angle or loop arms.
• The backless bench is only available with angle arms.
• �Available in ipe, jarrah, and domestically sourced thermally modified 

ash (DSTMA) for exterior use.
• �Available in jarrah, domestically sourced thermally modified ash 

(DSTMA), oak, and maple with LF-80 for interior use.
• The face boards of the bench can either be curved or straight-cut. 
• Most styles of Generation 50 benches ship fully assembled. 

Style Depth
Width / 
Length

Height Weight

Traditional 
Backless

23.5" 72" 17.25" 88 lbs

Traditional 
Backless with 

(2) Arms
23.5" 72" 21.5" 95 lbs

Traditional 
Backless with 

(3) Arms
23.5" 72" 21.5" 98 lbs

Traditional 
Backed

26" 72" 33" 130 lbs

Traditional 
Backed with (2) 

Arms
26" 72" 33" 139 lbs

Traditional 
Backed with (3) 

Arms
26" 72" 33" 144 lbs

Faceboard Style

Straight Cut

Curved

Note: Weights and dimensions based on jarrah wood (straight-cut faceboards) and angle arms
preferred, chosen bench
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Style Depth
Width/
Length

Height Weight

Top of Wall 

Backless
23.5" 72" 6" 78 lbs

Top of Wall 

Backless  

with (2) arms

23.5" 72" 10.25" 85 lbs

Top of Wall 

Backless  

with (3) arms

23.5" 72" 10.25" 89 lbs

Top of Wall 

Backed
26" 72" 21.5" 123 lbs

Top of Wall 

Backed 

with (2) arms

26" 72" 21.5" 131 lbs

Top of Wall 

Backed  

with (3) arms

26" 72" 21.5" 136 lbs

Wall Mount  

Backless
28.5" 72" 11.5" 90 lbs

Wall Mount  

Backless 

with (2) arms

28.5" 72" 15" 97 lbs

Wall Mount  

Backless 

with (3) arms

28.5" 72" 15" 101 lbs

Style Depth
Width/ 
Length

Height Weight

Cantilever  

Backless
23.5" 72" 17" 82 lbs

Cantilever  

Backless  

with (2) arms

23.5" 72" 21.25" 89 lbs

Cantilever  

Backless  

with (3) arms

23.5" 72" 21.25" 92 lbs

Cantilever  

Backed
26" 72" 32.75" 127 lbs

Cantilever 

Backed with (2) 

arms

26" 72" 32.75" 136 lbs

Cantilever 

Backed with (3) 

arms

26" 72" 32.75" 140 lbs

Wall Mount  

Backed
28.5" 72" 27" 133 lbs

Wall Mount  

Backed  

with (2) arms

28.5" 72" 27" 141 lbs

Wall Mount  

Backed  

with (3) arms

28.5" 72" 27" 146 lbs

Note: Weights and dimensions based on jarrah wood (straight-cut faceboards) and angle arms
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Arm Styles

Backless, Angle Arm

Backed, Angle Arm

Backed, Loop Arm
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Litter Receptacle 
• �Generation 50 litter is available with a top-open or side-open lid.

• �Capacity: 30 Gallon

• �Litters are comprised of wood panel sides, powdercoated 

carbon steel panels and an inner carbon steel frame, with a 

black polyethlyene base.

• �The black polyethylene base is prefilled with concrete and then 

plugged. This allows the unit to be freestanding. There is also a 

slot in the base to allow for the unit to be surface mounted.

• �The litters are available freestanding or surface mount.

• �Litter lids and side panels are finished with Pangard II  

polyester powdercoat.

• �30 GL liner is black roto-molded polyethylene.

• �Generation 50 litter ships fully assembled. 

Finishes
• �Interior woods are finished with Landscape Forms’ exclusive 

LF-80 wood finish, a clear, catalyzed acrylic lacquer.

• �Exterior woods are unfinished and will weather to a soft 

pewter gray, requiring no future maintenance.

• �All metal is finished with Landscape Forms' proprietary 

Pangard II® polyester powdercoat, a hard yet flexible finish 

that resists rusting, chipping, peeling and fading.

To Specify
Bench: 
• �Specify Generation 50 bench, backed or backless, select 

mounting style (if applicable), powdercoat color and wood type. 

Choose faceboard (curved or straight) and select optional arms.

Litter: 
• �Specify Generation 50 litter, powdercoat color and wood type. 		

Select side-open and top-open, and mounting style. 

 

Designed by Robert Chipman Visit landscapeforms.com for more information. Specifications are 

subject to change without notice. Landscape Forms supports the 

Landscape Architecture Foundation at the Second Century level.

©2020 Landscape Forms, Inc. Printed in U.S.A.

Style Diameter Height Weight

Top Open 23.25" 39.5" 111 lbs

Side Open 23.25" 41" 110 lbs

Note: Weights based on jarrah wood
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Litter Receptacles
• Lakeside litter receptacles are available in side, or top- opening designs. 

• Side-opening litter receptacle has a 30 gallon capacity, top-opening has  
	 a 35 gallon capacity. 

• Steel panels are available in grass, leaf, custom or plain designs which  
	 are plasma-cut steel. 

• Litters come standard with a removable black polyethylene liner. 

• Receptacles are standard with freestanding/surface mount base.

Planters
• Planters are circular and are available at a standard 23” high with  
	 a 36” diameter

• Planters come standard with a black liner and a removable steel body

• Fabricated, welded and ground steel body is mounted with removable  
	 screws to the polyethylene liner

• Liners are available standard in black with three optional colors:  
	 Black, Daisy, Sky, and Grass Steel panels are available in plain or  
	 plasma-cut grass and ginko leaf patterns

• Custom designs available upon request

• Planters are freestanding

• All materials 100% recyclable

LAKESIDE

page 2 of 3 Landscape Forms, Inc. |  800.521.2546  |  F 269.381.3455  |  7800 E. Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49048

STYLE DIAMETER HEIGHT
PRODUCT 
WEIGHT

grass side-opening 21" 36" 101 lb

leaf top-opening 21" 36" 106 lb

plain top-opening 21" 36" 106 lb

STYLE DIAMETER HEIGHT
PRODUCT 
WEIGHT

grass 36" 23" 121 lb

leaf 36" 23" 119 lb

plain 36" 23" 128 lb

selected, preferred
waste bin
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Finishes
• Exterior woods are unfinished and will weather to a soft pewter gray,  
	 requiring no future maintenance.

• Metal is finished with Landscape Forms’ proprietary Pangard II® polyester  
	 powercoat, a hard yet flexible finish that resists rusting, chipping, peering  
	 and fading. 

• Call for standard color chart. 

• A wide array of optional colors may be specified for an upcharge.

• Visit landscapeforms.com; click Design Tools, Materials/Colors link  
	 for standard offerings, including FSC wood options

To Specify
Metal bench 
• Specify model, backless or backed, and select panel  
	 design: grass or leaf. Picket fence specify model, backless or backed  
	 and select Polysite color or wood type.

• Custom metal design Contact your Landscape Forms sales  
	 representative for details.

• Specify powdercoat color.

Litter
• Select top or side-opening litter, and metal panel design. 

• Specify powdercoat color.

Planter
• Select metal panel design

• Select powdercoat metal color.

• Select liner color

Designed by Margaret McCurry, FAIA, ASID, IIDA
Lakeside design is protected by U.S. Patent Nos.
D529.736; D530,548; D532,210; D536,549; D543,330; D543,329

LAKESIDE

page 3 of 3 Landscape Forms, Inc. |  800.521.2546  |  F 269.381.3455  |  7800 E. Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 49048

Visit our landscapeforms.com for more information. Specifications are subject to change without notice.

Landscape Forms supports the Landscape Architecture Foundation at the Second Century level.

©2016 Landscape Forms, Inc. Printed in U.S.A.
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NO. DESCRIPTION       DATE

1ST FLOOR
100' - 0"

RIVERWALK LEVEL
96' - 0"

TERRACE WALLS - STONE HAND ROCKFACED LANNON 

STONE WITH LIMESTONE CAP

LANDSCAPE IN MASONRY PLANTERS

PAINTED METAL RAILINGS AND HANDRAILS

CONCRETE RIVERWALK & CONCRETE STAIRS TO FIRST 

FLOOR TERRACE 

RIVERWALK GUARD RAIL (TO MATCH EXISTING EAST 

RIVERWALK RAILING)

NEW SEAWALL TO BE INSTALLED AT FOXTOWN LANDING

SECTION AT CONCRETE STAIRS

CONCRETE RIVERWALK PAVING

BRICK PAVERS (ACCENT PICTURE FRAMING)

BRICK PAVERS (FIELD PATTERN)

BRICK PAVER DETAIL AT RIVERWALK
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SCALE 1/8" = 1'-0"1
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SCALE 1/8" = 1'-0"1
SOUTH

SCALE 1/8" = 1'-0"2
WEST

riverwalk overlay area extends
into patio

Wall facade extends into and along the Riverwalk

https://www.architecturaldepot.com/aluminum-deck-railing.html

Wall facade materials are used for terraces and retaining walls
in the overlay zone to extend the materiality of the building to
the Riverwalk.

Building outside of Riverwalk Overlay

Ramp to boat slips
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SCALE 1/8" = 1'-0"1
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SCALE 1/8" = 1'-0"2
NORTH

riverwalk overlay area

Building outside of Riverwalk Overlay








