
Salt Wise

Snow and Ice Control

M I L W A U K E E

Paving the way
as a Salt Wise  
urban center on
a Great Lake
The overuse of salt costs
taxpayers and jeopardizes
the health of our freshwater
resources, the foundation of
our economy, and our
quality of life. Adoption of
best management practices
today protects against the
need for expensive repairs
and remediation tomorrow.

5 Salt Wise principles:
 Maximize mechanical removal
 Application Rates
 Incorporate brine
 Train operators
 Educate the public
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Salt degrades freshwater resources and
damages infrastructure

Salt pollutes freshwater lakes, streams, and drinking water. High salt (sodium
chloride)  concentrations stress the plants and animals adapted to freshwater
environments. Currently, over 100 miles of rivers in the Milwaukee River basin

are impaired with high chloride levels. Lake Michigan's salinity has nearly
doubled in the last 40 years. 

Salt weakens concrete, brick, and stone in our homes and roads. One ton of
rock salt causes between $800 and $3,300 of damage to our built

infrastructure. Nationwide we spend over $5 billion annually to repair salt
damage to roads and bridges and we're not keeping up.

Salt Use
Public safety is our top priority when responding to snow events. Salt use is

one tool that we use to keep Milwaukee moving. 
We continue to implement best practices to reduce our salt use while still

meeting public safety goals. Our average tons of salt used is has been
declining for the past 20 years.  



Maximize Mechanical Removal
Our plow trucks are outfitted with an
underbelly and/or front plow blade to
support the efficient movement of
snow off the road surface as quickly as
possible. During heavy snow we may
pause salting; as we want to plow
snow, not salt. Plow more, salt less.

Application Rates
We make adjustments to application
rates based on current and future
conditions to use the least amount of
salt needed to get the job done. Our
equipment is properly calibrated to
ensure consistent application.

Incorporate brine
We anti-ice (apply brine directly to the
street) in advance of storms to prevent
the formation of a bond between snow
and the pavement enabling a quicker
return to better road conditions. We
also pre-wet the salt with brine as it
leaves the truck to activate it more
quickly and keep it in the driving lane.  

Train Operators
All operators receive training on salt
use best management practices
including the elements of pre-storm
planning, deicer materials, precision
application rates, mechanical removal,
and the environmental impacts of salt.

Educate the public
We developed outreach materials that
promote reasonable expectations for
our winter roads and encourage our
residents to take a proactive approach
to winter weather.

5 Salt Wise
principles employed
by Milwaukee DPW:

Learn more at:
milwaukee.gov/snow


