Wisconsin Healthy Birth Outcomes Initiative

Elminating Racial and Ethnic Disparities
Bepartment of Health and Family Services, Division of Public Health

CALL TO ACTION

Elimination of health disparities constitutes an overarching goal of the state bealth, plan,
Healthizst Wiscensin 2010, Perhaps the most disturbing health disparity in Wisconsin is the
persistent high death rate of infants born to African American women, Infants bom to African
American womeit in Wisconsin have been 3-4 times more likely 1o die before their first
birthday than infants born to white womesn. Fursher, during the past 20 vears, virtuatly no
decline has occurred in Wisconsin's African American infant mortality rate. Compared 1o
white infant mortality, disparities also exist among American Indian, Eaotian/Timong and
Hispanic populations, aithough disparities are smaller thar those of African Americans.

Infant mortality rates (the aumber of deaths dusing the first year of life per 1,000 tive births in
& population group) reflect a ragic loss of life w individuals, families. and the community. The
magnitude of infant moraiity alse reflects broader secial and economic conditions that affect
maternat and infam heaith, including factors such as access to high-quality health care,

education, poverty, and racism.

i i

Pathways to Infant Mortality
Throughout a woman’s life course, the persistent and cumulative result of social and
environmentai factors can have a detrimental effect on birth cutcomes. This figure
iltustrates how potential risk factors can contribule to infection and stress. ulimately

compromising the ability to have a healthy birth outcome.
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infant Deaths (per 1,000 ive births)

Infant Mortality Rate by Race/Ethnicity, Wisconsin,
1983-1995 to 26003-2005
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Where is Infant Mortality
Occurring in Wisconsin?

Geagraphical Cantribetien of White Infant Deaths, 2603 2004
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FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION

The Departiment of Health and Family Services is strengthening efforts to improve
the maternal and child health of Wisconsin’s racial/ethnic minority popuiations,
We have developed a five-year strategic plan, The Wisconsin Framework for
Actian to Eliminate Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Birth Outcomes.

Four areas of emaphasis are delineated
for the next five years:

«Communication and outreach

+(uality improvement

«Community and evidence-based practices ) ;
~Using data to monitor trends and evaiuate interventions T -

STRATEGIC PARTNERS

We arg identifying key stakeholders and engaging a Statewide Advizory Commitee to
provide leadership, guidance, and assurance of success for alf program activities
inchuding outreach, service delivery, and evaluation.
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