INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU

MEMO

To: Ald. Michael Murphy

From: Barry Zalben, Manager, Legislative Reference Bureau
Re: Qualifications of the commissioner of public works
Date: May 26, 2004

Attached is a charter ordinance draft repealing the requirement that
the commissioner of public works be a professional engineer registered under the
laws of Wisconsin. The requirement that the commissioner be an engineer is
less than 40 years old, having been adopted through passage of a charter
ordinance on February 8, 19686, although in a letter attached to the file, the
commissioner of public works noted that appointees to the position of
commissioner had been qualified engineers for more than 30 years. It is also
interesting to note that the 1966 charter ordinance also imposed the same
professional engineer qualification with respect to the positions of deputy
commissioner of public works and city engineer.

LRB0O4219-3
YR



POUFIS I3 JunG 4

psuodisod Ajayuyepu) g pamojjosig [ ] psucdisog Ajanuyepu; [

pauLijuony 1
uoln[osay s041sqng jo uoijdopy [ 314 UO pasoyy E

peidopy [

. [Jrounon wounwony aipy 63396% 3y of
. - 4. 1.

- e . - . 81TJ 10 a0eEld
AL OL] CON OMYM v ioL COM CIHY M - o - - s s PO o

< et o
S3 AY AR Ld00Y NOILOW

TNOMINYMN SON I B310A 9w D S0y ™

W
=
«
a)

e e e T
996T ‘iz LTnp vo Raponal

T

(ISR ) MR TS ay

Ad

.nomﬁwsm £110 % syaom

T
TTAng Jo hm:oﬁmmﬂgmow ¥ fandeq JoF 713 Tesuntisuousy ‘uoniiay

(FUOTIBOTITTROb 0 *as *ouy ‘esymBATIH

 Jo s3sTaustog p sIsouTSug woxy *wwon ey o

VTS HAMWAN A

HEO&. [Flag 31 Je]] EDEEOU

ooz TIONNAOD NOWIWO)D

A-ABY LR3D MO




LYY I

0o pasciddy o sokopy F41 1OUOLY s1 0) Psilugng
-~ HOAYWN 3FHI1L 40 ...m<>0mn_m< -

Mﬁ “saky e A iy o

paidopy po @y 8a) w0y
938" g4

52Ny 4o uorsusdsng sapury pajdopy ™M

\U_UZDOU NOWWOD wI.m. 40 ZOK.U(

FE=% P Ao N

e A0 L aon

poudissajunon

weco&mam xmu:zcvwc_ P pamojjosig D peuodisoy ﬁotn;ovcu D

pawayuoy [
co:n_onom ouizwaam jo :o:a%{ D c:m uo wouomnm g paidopy [

7T 9q 41 oy Burpuswwoss. Aq ueasay} spiodas asyow pequosaep SAOQD 3Y! Pa1Is;al SDM YD1um 0} SoILWDD Ino A

Arunoy vowtnon oy ‘BlgrIcuO ) y) oy
Atwad

S8l 8 g3d 1¥Od3y IFIALIINWOD

e ﬁulés.x. g e S i

-

O34 400Y NOLLOW

_SNOWDOV FALLIWWOD

5 «cosamvmeﬁvﬁ o 9033107 Sy 6F Paisd]si pue




g et e sl St ot i e A gt g S Pt g e
St S ot Nt At St A o A S Al et b il St
e iliua L

Y e e
B T AR
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKs |- /. £ 575 7F
HERRERT A, GOETSCH MUNICIPAL BUHDING = ROOM 516 -
Commisrionsr of Public Warks B4t NORTH BROADWAY * MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53202

WALTER M. TAC*E anadwuy £.3711
Daputy Commistioner of Public Waorks

BORALD O, ROETHIC
Supsrvising Engineer

Decembar 29, 1965

To the Honoratle
The Commitiee on Streets-Zoning

Gentlemen:

In respnnse to a request from your Committee, we have reviewed
the amended Charter Ordirance prepared by the City Attorney's Office
resulting from Common Council File No. 65-153L, which is a communication
from Engineers and Scientists of Milwaukee, Inc. relative to qualifica-
tions for Commimsioner of Public Works, Deputy Commissioner of Public
Works, and City Engineer,

Since the establishment of the registration law for Civil
Engineers in 1931, the positions of Commissioner of Public Works and City
Engineer have been filled with qualified registered professional engineers.
In fact, the appointees for many years prior to 1931 would have qualified
for reglatration. For more than twenty years, the position of Deputy
Commissioner of Public Works has been filled with a qualified registered
professional engineer.

The inclusion of & provision that the appointee to the various
positions should be a registered vrofessional engineer would confirm
present practice, For this reason, it would be my recommendation that
the nroposed amended Charter Ordinance be approved.

Very truly yours,

Commissioner of Public Works j—

WHT :dmp




JOHN J. FLEMING CITY OF MILWAUKEE -7 )

Hrlmasl ¥ Mk TERSHT
City Altorney < WS TEWS

HARRY G. SLATER
Deputy City Attorney

JOren £
PEYER w
HASVEY

OFFICE OF CITY ATTORNEY “eaep;:';;;x

HESBERT F. SONNENBERS
FRANKSS F L SeEMMAT
BOO CITY HMALL ASRISTANT $TY ATTORKEYS

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53202
TELEPHONE 278-3711

November 5, 1965

To the Honorable
Comunittee on Streets=-Zoning
of the Common Council

Gentlemens:

In re: Communication from Engineers & Scientists of
Milwaukee, Inc. relative to qualifications for
Deputy and Commissioner of Public Works and
City Engineer

Common Council File No, 65«1534 relating to the aforesaid
subject was referred to the undersigned for the purpose of drafting the
proper ordinance. We assume from the limited instructions that the
ordinance requested would contain the changes suggested in the letter of
July 12, 1965, sent to the President of the Common Council by the
Engineers and Scientists of Milwaukee, Inc. and signed by one Harold W.
Alyea, President. The paragraph suggests that qualifications be included
in our charter relating to the offices of the Commissioner of Public Works,
the Deputy Commissioner of Public Works, and the City Engineer by providing
in each instance that such person "shall be a qualified professional engineer
registered under the laws of Wisconsin,"

Upon this prerise we have drafted for your consideration a
charter ordinance which would amend the sections of the Milwaukee City
Charter relating to those offices by incorporating as to each of such offices
that particular qualification,

Ve Ty truly yours,
\wéw.m f - S ‘i et

~RICHARD F. MARUSZEWSKI
Assistant City Attorney
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ENGINEERS AND SCIENTISTS OF MILWAUKEE, INC.

3112 W. HIGHLAND BLVD. . MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN . WE 3.1030

July 12, 1965

Alderman Martin E. Schreiber, President
The Common Council

City of Milvankece

Room 205, City Hall

Milwavkee, Wisconsin

Dear Alderman Schrejber:

The Engineers and Scientists of Mjilwaukee, Inc,, recommend that favor~
able consideration be given to the’ folloving changes in Chapter 7 of the
charter of the City of Milwaukee at this time while the charter is being
re-edited and brought up to date;

Section 7.01 be revised to require that the Commissioner of Public
Works, who is appointed by the Mayor with confirmation by the Cowmon
Council, shall be a qualified professional engineer registered under the
laws of Wisconsin;

Section 7,02 be revised to require that the Deputy Commissioner of
Public Works appointed by the Commissiener shall be a qualified professional
engineer registered under the laws of Wisconsin; ;

Section 7.07 be ravised to require that the City Engineer appointed
by the Mayor with confirmstion by the Common Council, ghall be a qualified
professional engineer registered under the laws of Wisconsin,

The charter requirement new for city engineer merely states that he
shall be "some competent person' and states that "it shall be his special
duty-to superintend and to do or cause to be done, all the civil engineer-
ing required by the commissiener of public works, *#x",

Section 7.08 of the charter specifies that in case of differences
between the city engineer and the commissioner of public works in the dis-
charge of their respective duties the ruling of the commissioner shall be
supreme and final except in quastions of engineering pertaining to the
water works.

The commissioner of public works, subject to civil service law, has
authority to appeint a superintendent of bridges and buildings, a superin-
tendent of gewerage, a superintendent of street construction and major
repairing, and others in positions requiring appointees who should have
tachnical engineering training and experience to properly qualify for their
assignments,




Alderman Martin E, Schreiber
Page 2
July 12, 1945

The men appointed to the three positions mentioned often adminigter
Programs in which the services of consulting engineers are utilized, and
the registration of all parties under such circumstances sarves to enhance
mutual confidence and respect, Registration of the men in responsgible
charge of major public works Projects, and the codes of ethics to which the
registered men adhere, gives assurance to the laymen public of the technical
competence of these men,

Much of the work of the Superintendent and Assigtant Superintendent of
Public Works amd the City Engineer is “***prufesaianai‘sa:vicg, requiring
the application of engineering principles and data, wherein the public
wvelfare or the safeguarding of life, health or Proparty is concerned and
invelved, *¥k": or gervice of the type for which registration is required
in private practice, The general public of the city is entitled to equal
assurance of techpical qualifications in its service,

In addition to general &ssurance that the public 1s securing competent
technical service froumthanmanmanpervising the public works programs, it is

testify in judicial Procesdings as an sxpert witness on engineering matters
unless he is a registered professional engineer,

The men now holding the three Positions referred to above are all
registered and hence the reééﬁneﬁdttion“foiﬂthaﬁprdpésid charter revision
can not be construed as a reflection on.their qualifications or as criti-
cism of the appointments, For that reason, and since the charter ig being
up-dated, the Civic Affairs Committee and Board-of Directors of the Engineers
and Sciantists of Milwaukes, Inec. consider this an opportune time to recommend
revision of the charter to assure future appointments of equally qualified
men,

It is requested that notifi-ation be given to this organization of any
hearing or Council Committee meeting on this matter,

Sincerely yours,

r W

. yea
President

HWA :mam

€c: Mr, John Gammell
Mr. A, R. Striegl

Beferred te the Committes R
Zoning




A CHARTER OHDINANCE No. 319 -
FILE NUMBEE £5-13%i0

OFFICIAL NOTICE i
Pubiished by Authority of the Common
Councli of the Oty of Miwaukes

nfice of City Clerk, Milwaukee, Feb-
rusry 18, 19464,

A Charter Ordinancs to amend vatl-
ous provislons of the Milwauise
City Charter, 1934 complistion, aa
amanded, relating to the gualifieas
tione of the Commissioner of Publie
Works, the Deputy Comimisstoner of
Pubile Works, and the City Engl-
neer, .

The Magor and Common Council ‘of

the City o} Milwaukee do ordain as|
follows! ] L

. Sedtion 7.01 bf

FCl ppolttment Anail be mad
the third Tuesday: in: Aprit

WORKSE DRPOTY .

er of Public Works ahall

Deputy  Commissioner . of .

‘Works, who ahall be a gualified pro-

fessional engineer- registered under

the laws of Wisconsln, provided, how-

ever, that such appointment shall not

e made subjeet 1o the civil service

laws: applicable 10 the cities fo. which

thin-neét shall apply.

- Beforese.tering upon the duties of

his:office: such deputy shall take nad

subscribve the oath of office prescribed

biy shevcenstitution of the state, and

file. the zame duly certlied by the

Gfticial: administering the same with

thecieri of such mt&y.- TR

e fees B Seetion 1, Subshapler: &,
m-m& Laws of 1874, asamended

!mws of 1807, and set forth in &ct&:}fn

2407 of the Milwaukee ity Charter,
‘1938 compilation, ia hereby amended
“read as follows: -

RO CETY ENGINEERT APPOINT.
MENT, TERM, DUTIES, ASSISTANTS.
The Mayor shall on the third Tuesday
of. Aprtl, 1875, or within one week
thereafter, and once in three years
theveafter, appoint, subject to the ap.
proval of a majority of thé members
sleet-of the Common Counedl a ity
Engineer, who whall be- a qualified
professional englneer registersd under
the laws of Wiscansin, and who shall
kma%” ;ngg &mﬁag% tod b;”‘é‘i"“’%i%’;‘

A ', i) . 13 o
 men, Council, and & shall be his spe-
dai duty wﬁ:u erintend and to do

. one.

by the:
eonte his
hix offies

are given by -law

ity
Faorveporaoands the s ke

| inge S et nmmdrd;ﬂi
; ; eap. On: Hae 6 eopy ol -

orii et plate of theslots and blocke - and sew-
theajcngmon:mncll: L4 in the. :

ers. einbraced:

higduties; subject, howéver,
regiationa the

maxing surveys and. plats
ng surveys and. p

Motary Public, Stote of Wisconsin,

My Commission

s}

‘prescribe by ordinance’ ]

Bee. 4. {4 ts & charter ordinance
and shall take effect sizty (60) days
after ita passage and publication un-
less within such sixty (60) days a
referendum petition shall be Aled as
provided by sub-section (5) of Secw

not takeeffect until sabmitted to!
referendum and approved by a majo
ity of the electors voting thereon.
Passed February 8, 1068, .
MARTIN E. BCHREIBER,
Preaident of the gc{:;man Coun

on 18 Chapter-144,. Laws of i

- modified - by Chapters 207, | 2«

tion 6801 of {he Wisconsin Statutes, i
in whith event this ordinance shall,

May 29, 1966
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK

ROOM 205 « CITY HALL * MILWAUKEE, "~ 1SCONSIN 5317062

ka¥ MARKEY Phane: 274373 Ext. 2221 o
City Cimrk ) . , ’.,‘ L e

CHESTER P SCHMIDT L
Drepury Cy Cleck

Homorable Robt, v, Zimmerman,

Sewretary of State ’
Madison, Wiseomsin,

Dear Sirs i
Pursuant to the provisions of subdivision (3) of Seetion 1

of Chapter 198, laws of 1925, I am forwarding herewith sopy of
charter ordinence No. 319, being file nunber 65.1534ea, passed by
the Cemmon vouneil of this ity om February 8, 1966, and taking

effect on April 1?, 1966,
Yeory truly yours,

RECEIPT FOR CERTIFIED MAIL—20¢

e To . . PUSTMARK
Ronorable. Robt P Zimerman . CREBAT
SYREET AND WO, N

Sarrsi‘-&ry of Stata
CTITY AND STATt s

=

i ym.; wani s ntarz ncvupt, chack rhmh H3 Fou wan;;.

10¢ shows 33¢ shiows (o whom, | stiicted  daive.
to whom =
arecd when. T whers éohnrad

when, sonf addrags 1 chock here
ol .fv&r.d; é

S ine .

FEES “ADDI}"IONAL TO m FREM\ cnt b
" PODForm 1800 i aCXUTFQNwNOT OR C - - !
Duc. 1962 INTERNAT . ( ca.t)f ier sidey |




