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1636 W. National Ave. (760 & 778 

National Ave , old)

Construction & architect date 

unknown

Residence of brick manufacturer & 

civic leader  George Burnham in 

1850s-1860s

Residence of social activist and 

street minister John Paul Ranieri and 

his partner Jeff Hicks, 1977-2021
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George Burnham
• Born in Plattsburgh, New York, 1816

• Learned brick making from his father

• 1831 - moved to Buffalo to practice 

brick making trade

• 1843 – moved to Milwaukee with 

brother Jonathan L., est. Burnham 

Brothers Brick Yard

• Purchased subject property and 

surrounding 80 acres in 1848

• City directories list him residing at 

“Mequanago Rd. near Muskego Rd “ 

• House enlarged and Gothic Revival 

finishes added
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George Burnham
• Burnham Bros. largest brickyard by 

1853, 6M brick/year

• Brothers dissolve partnership in 1856 

but operate on adjacent yards 

• Moves to larger Italianate mansion c. 

1869, cottage “modernized” with 

Italianate finishes

• Mukwonago Plank Road, Milwaukee & 

St. Paul (Milwaukee Road) railroad, 

Burnham Canal

• Trustee and director Northwestern 

Mutual, member of school and water 

commissions, Burnham Street 

• Died 1889, estate valued at over $2 M
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1869 map 1878 map
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1894 Sanborn 1910 Sanborn
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1873-1889 Frederick Zube

1889-1892 Patrick Archer

1892-1940 Charles/Caroline Kropp

1940-1943 Alma Kropp Habermeyer

1943-1946 Theo/Charlotte Boese

1946-1977 Charlotte Kropp Boese
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1977-2021 John Paul Ranieri & Jeff Hicks
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John Paul Ranieri & Jeff Hicks

• Removed 1920s addition

• Installed 2/4 windows

• Removed front porch

• Chapel constructed c. 1983

• Wells St. Bridge Keeper’s house 

relocated c. 1985

• Sold to Clarke Square 

Neighborhood Initiative in 2021
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South (main) facade West facade
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North facade North façade - porch
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Fireplace surround Dining room
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Chapel west/south facades Chapel north facade
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 f-3. Its identification with a person or persons who 
significantly contributed to the culture and 
development of the city. 

• George Burnham was largest producer of Cream City brick, in 
contributed to civic activities and commercial development

 f-5.  Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristic 
of an architectural type or specimen.

• High integrity example of cream brick vernacular Italianate 
cottage
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Staff recommends that the Burnham-Zube

House be given permanent historic 

designation as a City of Milwaukee Historic 

Site as a result of its fulfillment of criteria  f-

3, and f-5 of the Historic Preservation 

Ordinance, Section 320-21(3)  of the 

Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.
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