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Meeting convened: 9:10 A.M.

Roll call1.

Members introduced themselves.

Bohl, Nicols, Sanfelippo, O'Leary, Peot, Khalsa and TsounisPresent 7 - 

Also present: Richard Pfaff, License Division and Richard Withers, Legislative 

Reference Bureau

Approval of the minutes of the May 22, 2009 meeting2.

Ms. Nicols moved approval of the minutes, Mr. Sanfelippo seconded. There were no 

objections.
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Comments from the general public on proposed changes to the taxicab 

surcharges and rates

3.

Ald. Bohl gave a brief overview of the proposed changes to the taxicab rates and 

surcharges as stated in Mr. Withers, memorandum number seven (Exhibit 1).

Ald. Bohl asked Mr. Withers to give a brief overview of the City's history on taxicab 

rate and surcharge increases and on the survey he done on other Cities taxicab rates 

and surcharges.

Mr. Withers said he had conducted a survey of other Cities taxicab rates and found 

the City of Milwaukee’s taxicab rates are lowest in comparison to those Cities 

surveyed.  

Mr. Withers said that the last time the waiting time charge was increased was about 

two decades ago. The last permanent flag drop increase took place seven years ago 

and in the last couple of years there have been two temporary flag drop increases 

due to increase in gas prices. 

Ald. Bohl explained to the people present in the audience that this board is an 

advisory board and any recommendations this board makes will be referred to the 

City of Milwaukee’s Public Safety Committee and to the Common Council for final 

approval.

Ald. Bohl invited the following people to the table to give comments on the proposed 

taxicab rate and surcharge increases:

Dennis Ryan, Milwaukee County Family Care, 310 W. Wisconsin Ave, Milwaukee – 

opposed

Mr. Ryan gave an overview of internet research he had done on other Cities taxicab 

rates.

Ms. Peot move to make Mr. Ryan’s internet research printouts a part of the record 

(Exhibit 2). There were no objections.

Don Natzke, Milwaukee County Office for Persons with Disabilities - he is in favor of a 

lower rate increase than what has been proposed. He also suggested that some kind 

of incentive be put in place for persons with disabilities, such as a script program, 

where a person could buy scripts in advance for taxicab rides.

Hardeep Singh, 4614 S. 1st St., #203, Milwaukee, WI, American United - In favor

Bennie Lewis, 4548 N. 86th St., Milwaukee, WI - In favor

Leon Vasserman,7430 N Bethmaur Lane, Glendale, WI, Leon's Taxi - In favor (He 

suggests an increase in the flag drop rate of $3.00 per 1/10 mile and a $0.40 

increase per minute for the waiting time charge)

Bivake Gill, 4570 S. 20th St., Apt. 1, American United - In favor

Richard Christensen, General Manager American United, 646 S. 2nd St., Milwaukee, 

WI - In favor

Police Officer Tyshynsky, Milwaukee Police Dept. 

Amarjit Singh, 320 W. Scott St., Milwaukee, WI - In favor (He suggested the waiting 
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time charge be increased to $0.40 per minute and change the increase for grocery 

bags, etc. from $0.10 to $0.20 per bag)

The following list of people appeared, but did not speak:

Paramjit Singh, 5944 S. 32nd St., Milwaukee, WI - In favor

Sharif Abdelrahman, 5031 S. 14th St., Milwaukee, WI - opposed

Edgar R. Perez, 3629 S. 24th St., Milwaukee, WI - In favor

Jhalman Singh, 586 E. Jordan Lane, Oak Creek, WI - In favor

Dev R. Dhanda, 6422 S. 35th St., Franklin, WI - In favor

Deol Singh Baljeet, 3367 N. 50th St., Milwaukee, WI  - In favor

Baljinder S. Khattra, 7281 S. Clement Ave., Yellow Cab - In favor

Harminder Singh, 2714 W. Howard Ave., #5, Milwaukee, WI, City Vet - In favor

Swaran Singh, 10777 S. Conner Way, Oak Creek, WI, American Taxicab - In favor

Abdifatah Mohamed, 4532 S. 23rd St., Apt. 6, Milwaukee, WI - In favor

Inderjit Singh, 3720 N. 84th St., Milwaukee, WI, - In favor

Dharmender Pal Singh, 10527 W. Wildwood Lane, #B102, West Allis, WI - In favor

Chaudhry M. Riaz, 5807 16th St., #222, Racine, WI - In favor

Rajesh Kumar, 5715 N. 56th St., Milwaukee, WI, American taxicab - In favor

Amar Singh, 4240 N. 100th St., Milwaukee, WI - In favor

Discussion on recommendations4.

Ald. Bohl asked what is the pleasure of the board members on the proposed changes 

to the taxicab rate and surcharge increases? He said this board could approve the 

proposed increases as suggested in the memo or a motion could be made to make 

changes to some or all the proposed increases.

Mr. Tsounis suggested that if there are grocery bags or suitcases there should be a 

straight charge of $1.00.

Mr. Khalsa suggested that the baggage charge be change to say that the first two 

suitcases or grocery bags are included in the ride, but anything beyond that there 

would be a charge. 

Ald. Bohl suggested that a maximum of two suitcases or ten grocery bags per taxicab 

and anything over that there could be a charge of say $1.00.

 

Mr. Sanfelippo said there shouldn't be a charge for baggage; if that service is 

required the meter is turned on from the time the service begins. 

A motion was made by Mr. Khalsa and Mr. Tsounis seconded, to change the 

baggage surcharge to: two suitcases, any number of grocery bags, etc. that fill the 

taxicab trunk to its capacity would be no charge and if the baggage exceeds the 

capacity of the truck and has to be stored in the taxicab there would be a charge of 

$1.00. 5-0 (Ms. Peot and Ald. Bohl abstained). The motion prevailed. 

A motion was made by Mr. Sanfelippo and Mr. Tsounis seconded, to approve all the 

other proposed rate changes as stated in memo number seven. (4-1) (Mr. Khalsa 

voting no, Ald. Bohl and Ms. Peot abstained). The motion prevailed.
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Meeting adjourned: 10:57 P.M.

Terry J. MacDonald

Staff Assistant
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               INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 
        LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU 
 

 Memorandum 
 

To:  Ald.  James A. Bohl, Jr., Chair 
  Taxicab Review Board 
 

From:  Richard Withers, Legislative Fiscal Analyst     ext. 8532 
 

Date:  May 22, 2009 
 

Re: Taxicab Review Board – Memo 7 
 

 Current and Proposed Taxicab Rates and Charges Approved by the  
 Taxicab Review Board for Public Hearing, June 26, 2009  
  
 
 
The following proposed changes in the maximum rates and charges for taxicab services 
were approved this morning by the Taxicab Review Board for a Public Hearing before 
the Board which is now scheduled for June 26, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Rate, Charge or Fee Current Proposed for Public 
Hearing 

Flag drop $2.25 first 1/8th mile $2.25 first 1/10th mile 

Rate per fraction of a mile $0.25 per 1/8th  $0.25 per 1/10th 

Additional passenger 
over 12 years of age 

$0.75 $1.00 

Grocery bag or overnight 
suitcase 

$0.10 each No charge 

Waiting time $0.25 per minute $0.35 per minute 

Minimum fare from 
General Mitchell Airport 

$6.00 $10.00 

 
 
LRB09041-Memo 7 
RLW 
5/22/2009 

Exhibit 1 










