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“If a hospital could be a homs,
Sister M. Jeenne Gengler found
hers at SG Joseph Reglonal Med
ical Center,

Goengler always knew that she
wanled fo be a norse, apd she be-
gan her tralming in 193] at whal
was then 51 Jeseph’s Hospital.
She did ot know that she would
Join the seliglons Hife but et the
call as she watched Fne Wheaton
Pranciscan Sisters enfoying (heir
work.

She evsntuatiy served as pres!-
demt of the hosplla where she be
gap. Even after relirement in
1540, she remained @ datly pres-
enica there, lislening to patients
and Jalking with stzff members.

T Gengler loag Hved alons al g
house across Inpm the hospital
She sulfered a fall and Onadly da
cidad to move {0 the order's math-
erhouse in August, and she sobse-
guenily was diagnoged with can
cer, Gengler died Monday at Ouwr
Lady of the Angels Muotherbouse
Health Center in Wheaton, I
She was 0
“She war quite the lady," said
Pat Kaldor, hospitat president, “}
was so pieased {o be sble te sit
and lallk with ber & coupls weelis
agn, when [ went W Wheston fo
se ber, ... And she wanled 1o

~

OBITUARIES

. Gengler was long devoted to St. Joseph hospital

yead ihe book
(being pro-
doced) on the
history aof St
Juseph’s.”
Kaldor also
heard a shovy
aboul Cenglet
in keeping with.
her kindness
Z‘l"? cr}i‘araciar.'
er the move Gengler
to Wheaton, engl
she helpod another sister, alio in
faifing health, who was unseiled
abowt her awn, termingl condi
flon, ’

*Just lel g0 and prepave a place
for me,” Gengler told her, “be
cause I'm not far behind you™

The other nun died peacefuily
the same pight.

Gengley was born and rojsed In
Appleten. Her pavents dled while
she wag very young. and she was
raised by a grandmether, That
early experionce lefl hor with
strang Feelings aboul the need to
help othere,

The hening polnl came seon
aher she bagayn her nursing stud-
les, when sha travelad to St Louls
W watrh a feend take hes furst
vous. She asked to be meatived
for her own robes. She enfered
the convent in 1832, relurniug to

St Joseph's fo finiph her siudies
thore [p Y045,

Gengler coniinned her educa-
tion, Including in hoapital mon-
agemend, and also worked at olh
er hospitals. From 1340 o 1950 —
war years when staffers were In
short supply — she served- with
St Mory's Hospital in Racine. In
1663, she bagan as director for St
Michael Hosplial Clinke.

Four yaars later, ghe was sud-
denly told fo report back to the
motherhouse an the noxt tralin,

“1 thought 1 was in hot water,”
she laler said, telling the story. "A
aursa had put one of my alcohoile
patiente inlo a barred, locked
room, aud | had protested,”

*Oo you know why you are
here?” aaked the provincial direc-
tress.

“Yog,” Genpler said,

“Na, you don'l,” the dirveciress
soid, "The declgion was just made
ihis moruing As of now, you are
the superior and administrater of
Si. Michae! Bospital,”

Curing the next six yeavs, Gen-
pler added iapatlemt pevehiafric
and glhor serelces, She also padd
off all but 250,000 of the hospi
tal'a 33 million debt,

She next served al a hosphial in
Missourlt, Then she retuined lo
81, Josesi's Hosphial in 1565, (his
lime a5 its chief execuiive officor,

Gengler saw the hospital grow,
including with the expansion of
s osulpationt and smergency
services, and the ¢reation of an
inpatiend hospice and the veonal-
&l infensive care vnlt,

Aler official retirenient in 1980,
she continued worling in healih
care al ihe old St. Authony Huspl-
el in Milweunkes and in programs
elsewhare. :

In 1580, shs again retiurned fo
work at St Joseph's, a3 g velun-
teer visitor and gentle advorats,

*1 facl i home wilh patlenids,”
Gengler told Jourral Sentinel opt-
umnisl Bill Janz in 1995 “] could
not just sit back and not care for
pevple.”

Shs also helped (o develop the

~ hospilal’s archives, digging inlo

its long history.

In ber honor, & Jitide park near
fhe hospital was named the Sleter
Jzanne Cengley Park in 1889, .

“Her spivitual presence will al-
ways Llive on it her hospital,” Kal-
dor said, “Because this way her
home,” o7

Survivers hlude brothers Nox-
bert and Willlam, nisces and
nephews, :

The funeral service will ba held
at ¥ am.-today at Our Lody of
g,f Angels Convent in Wheaion,
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