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Update from executive director 

Tom rave

So what iS an aerotroPoLiS?

An aerotropolis is a new type of urban develop- 
ment reflecting the interaction of airport-
centered commerce, real-estate development 
and multi-modal transportation shaped by 
contemporary financial, marketing and strategic 
management processes.

Basically, because of growing globalization 
in this century, the area around a metropolis 
airport should be its key economic hub. We  
already say that The Gateway is Milwaukee’s 
primary welcoming and transportation hub. 
Not only does it have the airport, an Amtrak 
train station and I-94 right nearby, there is 
already a great road—the Lake Park freeway— 
connecting the airport to The Port of Milwaukee  
plus two commercial railroads that go right 
past The Port and on each side of GMIA.

We want The Gateway to be a vibrant and 
diverse transportation and commercial hub 
connecting and supporting the Milwaukee 
region with the rest of the world as a globally 
recognized economic engine that attracts 
business and people. The critical question 
then becomes:

“Will The Gateway aerotropolis form and 
grow in an organized, economically efficient, 
aesthetically pleasing, and environmentally 

sustainable manner —or in the spontaneous, 
haphazard, economically inefficient, unsightly 
and ultimately unsustainable manner that has 
characterized most commercial development 
around major U.S. airports?”

To take the first route will require collaboration 
among the Airport and The Port, Milwaukee 
County and up to eight municipalities around 
GMIA, plus businesses and commercial real 
estate interests. In 2010 we plan to lead that 
effort and produce an economic development 
plan using the expertise of Dr. John Kasarda, 
who toured and spoke here in July. Dr. Kasarda 
was impressed with the attractiveness and 
existing redevelopment of Milwaukee and 
saw significant further economic development 
potential using the aerotropolis concepts,  
particularly as more growth occurs from greater 
Chicago into Wisconsin. Join The Gateway, or at  
least, sign up on our website to read our E-News  
Updates and stay in touch with developments.

the gateway Security watch  
iS introduced.

In an effort to further deter break-ins to visitors’ 
cars at hotels, restaurants and other busi-
nesses in The Gateway, we are launching  
The Gateway Security Watch program. 

We recently changed our security patrol vendor 
to Security Personnel, Inc., that is patrolling 
The Gateway area for 8 hours each night now, 
instead of the former 6-hour shifts. We will be 
making signs for parking lots and vests that 
employees can wear outside that read “The 
Gateway Security Watch” available at no cost 
for members of The Gateway. We will also 
offer an electronic communications platform 
that will allow members to communicate with 
all other members and the Milwaukee Police 
Department about any security incidents  
that happen in The Gateway.

As greater Milwaukee’s primary welcoming 
and transportation hub, it is important that 
we collaborate with businesses and the police 
to make The Gateway a safe and responsive 
environment for our visitors.
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Number of Years iN the GatewaY:  
Have been in The Gateway for 10 years  
since the development of Comfort Suites 
Milwaukee Airport.

what attracted You to the GatewaY 
area? The availability of land at an inter- 
section that has easy access to GMIA, I-94  
and corporate business. In today’s market,  
customers are loyal to brands and their 
rewards programs, and it is competitive for 
Wisco Hotels to get multiple brands in close 
proximity to allow customers multiple options. 
The Milwau-kee Airport market has been very 
good to Wisco Hotel Group for the 10 years 
the Comfort Suites has existed. The Choice 
Privileges rewards program has been a strong 
driving factor, and as has the Priority Club 
program with the Holiday Inn Express.

Recently there were opportunities to acquire 
the Marriott brand, so Wisco developed a 119 
room Fairfield Inn & Suites to offer guests that 
preferred to stay at Marriott with its Marriott 
Rewards program that availability. Wisco also 
wanted to offer extended stay options to its 
customers, so a 95 room Candlewood Suites 
with its Priority Club program was also opened 
along with the Fairfield Inn by Marriott.

what is wisco hotel’s proudest  
accomplishmeNt iN the GatewaY?  
Wisco feels strongly that it has helped an  
unattractive area along 13th ST become  
nicely upgraded, while at the same time  
adding jobs and tax revenues to the area.  
They are also extremely proud of the “green 

initiatives” taken with the 4 hotels —so much 
so, that they have received Travel Green  
certification from the State of Wisconsin.  
In addition to using the Focus on Energy  
program, initiatives included solar hot water 
heating for pool at the Fairfield, energy controls 
at entrance doors to maintain even guest room  
temperatures, fluorescent lighting and controls 
in guest rooms, and electrical outlets in  
parking lots for hybrid cars.

what is wisco hotel’s biGGest  
challeNGe? Right now the biggest challenge 
is the economy and the slowdown in travel 
that has occurred. A more local challenge has 
been the negative impact on traffic that has 
occurred with the College Avenue ramps and 
bridge over I-94 being closed this year.

what do You eNvisioN for the future 
with Your busiNess iN the GatewaY? 
Wisco Hotel Group currently owns additional 
land near the Candlewood Suites and Fairfield 
Inn & Suites where it is currently in the process 
of working to build a 130-room facility that  
has enough conference space to seat at least  
500 people.

We are very thankful for the support from the 
Cities of Milwaukee and Oak Creek and we are 
very supportive of the concepts and effort of 
The Gateway To Milwaukee. Collaboration to 
develop the area will benefit all of us.

featured Business  
member 

wisco hotels

The GaTeway  
weLcomes iTs  
new memBers

may
milwaukee area techNical  
colleGe – south campus
plaNt laNd, iNc.

JUne
edward JoNes & compaNY
ihop
klatt equipmeNt, iNc.
world trade ceNter wiscoNsiN

JULy
aecom
colliNs eNGiNeers, iNc.
the port of milwaukee

aUGUsT
citY of cudahY
dutchie’s militaria
fast siGNs of GreeNfield 
moNa’s restauraNt
seNsia healthcare
staYbridGe suites  
milwaukee airport south

sepTemBer
biG mouth froG
biz times media, llc

ocToBer
caNdlewood suites
crowNe plaza  
milwaukee airport
cudahY chamber of commerce
fairfield iNN & suites

to become a member, please  
go to gatewaytomilwaukee.com  
and click on your buSineSS  
in the gateway.

busiNess / Wisco Hotel Group

locatioNs / Corporate Offices in Madison 
and Fond du Lac. Established in 1974 with the 
Holiday Inn Fond du Lac. Became Wisco Hotel 
Group in 1984. Grew with its second hotel in 
1988—Comfort Inn Fond du Lac. Now operating 
strong with 11 locations in Wisconsin—4 of 
which are in the Gateway To Milwaukee on 
13th Street, just south of College Avenue.

comfort Suites milwaukee airport/ 
established 1999

holiday inn express hotel & Suites/ 
established 2005

candlewood Suites/recently opened  
June 2009

Fairfield inn & Suites/recently opened  
July 2009

coNtacts / Jason Hager, Milwaukee  
Regional Manager and Heather Vick,  
Regional Sales Manager

owNers / William Zanetis & Walter BD  
Hickey Jr. partners; Todd Winkler–President & 
COO; Dave Phaneuf–Vice President Operations 
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The Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

(WisDOT) is wrapping up the fi rst full construc-

tion season of the I-94 North-South Freeway 

Project, which spans 35 miles and will be 

constructed in phases until 2016. 

In 2009, construction crews worked vigorously 

in all three counties. In Milwaukee County, 

construction took place at the Grange Avenue 

bridge, College Avenue Interchange including 

Park and Ride lots, and 27th Street roadway 

and bridges between Layton Avenue and 

Bolivar Avenue. College Avenue is scheduled 

to open in November, with Grange Avenue 

and 27th Street bridges slated to be complete 

in December. Crews also began relocating 

utilities near the Mitchell Interchange to 

prepare for next year’s construction. 

In Racine County, work began on the County G 

interchange, which included the frontage roads 

near County G and the I-94 freeway in that area. 

Work will continue at County G in the 2010 

construction season. 

Kenosha County, along with some of the work at 

County G in Racine, saw an advance in scheduled 

work due to funding from the American Recovery 

& Reinvestment Act (ARRA); reconstruction and 

expansion of the I-94 freeway from the Illinois 

state line to south of WIS 50 (including the 

County C interchange) was one portion of the 

corridor that received ARRA funds. Crews also 

worked on the ramps and frontage roads at 

County E, WIS 158 and County C in 

Kenosha County. 

Additional highlights of 2009 included Governor 

Doyle’s visit to the corridor to kick off the con-

struction season this past March, the project’s 

booth at the Wisconsin State Fair in August, 

and careful attention to holidays and special 

events in the midst of construction scheduling 

in an effort to minimize delays to motorists. The 

success of the 2009 construction season hinged 

on careful coordination between the project 

team, contractors, residents, elected offi cials, 

businesses, media, and other stakeholders. 

The project team is already looking forward and 

has begun planning for the 2010 construction 

season. Scheduled work for 2010 in Milwaukee 

County includes: 

•  Layton Avenue bridge, ramps, and roadway 

(demolition could begin in late February)

•  Eastbound Airport Spur 

•  I-94/I-43 freeway lanes and temporary 

roadways 

The I-94 North-South Freeway Team is planning 

to attend the January Gateway to Milwaukee 

meeting to give an overview about 2010 

construction and traffi c impacts. The project 

team is also available via the project hotline 

at (262)548-8721 or online at plan94.org, 
where you can send a comment to the project 

team or fi nd the latest information about 

scheduled closures and traffi c impacts.

additional highlights of 
2009 included Governor 
doyle’s visit to the corridor 
to kick off the construction 
season this past march…

i-94 north-south freeway 
project 2009 recap

The success of the 2009 construction season hinged 
on careful coordination between the project team, 
contractors, residents, elected offi cials, businesses, 
media, and other stakeholders.
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Our first beautification effort was completed in 2008 with  
the installation of eight gardens along Layton Avenue near  
the railroad bridge at 11th Street. The work was done by  
Gateway member KEI and the results really began to show  
in this second year of growth.

Early this summer the City of Milwaukee put in two more of its 
“signature gardens” in the boulevard median of Howell Avenue 
on either side of Edgerton Avenue. These gardens are designed 
to require lower maintenance and related costs by using more 
perennials and bushes while planting colorful annuals at the 
toe-ends of the gardens. These two gardens were funded by  
The Gateway and will be maintained by the City.

This fall we are having Greenfield Landscaping, a new Gateway 
member this year, install gardens plus brick or crushed stone  
linings along the curbs of the median islands of Layton Avenue 
from W 13th Street back east to 10th Street. As we watch these  
gardens develop next year we will see if their design makes 
sense to use along other major corridors in The Gateway,  
which is our plan for the future.

These efforts along major roadways require plants that 
are salt-sensitive because of snow plowing, and using the 
bricks along the curbs will keep an attractive appearance 
versus the ugly grass-killing accumulation of grease and 
salt that results from the plowing.

We just completed some cleanup, bushes and trees 
removal, tree-trimming and installed some mulched beds 
around groups of trees along the west side of Howell 
Avenue under the Airport Spurs. This area is now more 
attractive to our guests traveling between the Airport  
and the hotels in The Gateway along Howell Avenue and 
at the intersection of 13th & College.

During 2009 we also supported other gardening efforts 
in The Gateway. We financially sponsored the landscape 
recognition program of The Garden District for residences 
and businesses. We also sponsored the pathways of the 
new rain garden in Holler Park and held our first Gateway 
Days celebration there to dedicate that garden. Over 100 
guests, including Mayor Barrett and Alderman Witkowski, 
County Park officials, Gateway members and Holler Park 
Neighborhood Association residents attended that fun 
event. Finally, we paid for the plants of a small new park 
project along 6th Street near Maplewood done by the 
Holler Park Association.

more Gardens in 
The Gateway
Beautification continues in the Garden  
district area of The Gateway
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early this summer the city of milwaukee  

put in two more of its “signature gardens”  

in the boulevard median of howell avenue  

on either side of edgerton avenue.
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aerotropolis introduction document

As we seek commitments from the municipalities around  
the Airport, we are introducing the concept of Milwaukee’s 
Gateway Aerotropolis with the following document that will 
serve as the guideline for organizing and decision-making  
the process of economic development in The Gateway:

Aerotropolis is a new type of urban development reflecting  
the interaction of airport-centered commerce, real-estate 
development and multi-modal transportation shaped  
by contemporary financial, marketing and strategic  
management processes.

vision statement

The Gateway to Milwaukee will be a vibrant and diverse  
transportation and commercial hub connecting and supporting  
the Milwaukee region with the rest of the world as a globally 
recognized economic engine that attracts business  
and people.

 For more information go to gatewaytomilwaukee.com | 6the gateway

The Gateway to milwaukee 
introduces the Gateway  
discount card

fostering Business in The Gateway

what it is

Beginning on January 1, The Gateway Card program will allow consumers to save money 
on retail, restaurants and hospitality in The Gateway area. At the same time it will generate 
more business for Gateway To Milwaukee member organizations. The cards will be 
distributed by The Gateway To Milwaukee and can be used at all participating Gateway 
member locations. The listings of participating companies as well as available discounts 
will be managed and maintained by The Gateway To Milwaukee and will be displayed  
on gatewaytomilwaukee.com

drive traffic and gain customers by participating in the Gateway discount card program. 
a participating merchant will:

offer discounts

•  We have a discount or savings goal of 20% in-order to truly incentivize consumers  
to spend their money in The Gateway and to try new products and services. The  
particular offer that you extend is entirely up to you.

receive Free advertising via gateway discount card promotional material

•  The Gateway To Milwaukee is launching an aggressive marketing camping to promote  
the purchase and use of The Gateway Discount Card. This will include transit, billboard, 
and radio advertising in and around The Gateway area. 
 

The Gateway to Milwaukee will also feature all available discounts on a web page 
dedicated to the program.

•  The Gateway to Milwaukee will be communicating discounts and new opportunities  
to cardholders on a regular basis via e-blasts.

increase business from your current customers  
and attract new local and regional ones

•  Leverage the The Gateway Discount Card to drive new  
customers to your location by offering discounts and  
keep existing customers coming back more often.

more about the Gateway discount card:

who it’s for

•  The card may be used by any consumer, regardless  
of age, income or place of residence.

cost of the cards for consumers

•  Cards can be purchased online, beginning January 1,  
at for $10 annually. It will also be made available at  
The Gateway To Milwaukee offices.

what it will cost the merchant participate?

•  Businesses have to be a member of The Gateway To  
Milwaukee to participate in the program.

how do i get involved? 

•  If you’re not a Gateway To Milwaukee member already,  
start by joining the organization. A business can sign up  
by logging onto gatewaytomilwaukee.com, downloading  
an application under the “your Business” tab, completing 
and sending it along with a check for $100 in annual  
membership dues that will cover 2010. Or just come  
to our office at 861 W. Layton Avenue. 

• Sign up to participate in the Card Program:
  online: go to the gatewaytomilwaukee.com  

to sign up to participate.

  by Fax: Fill out the attached participation form  
and fax it to (414) 455-8352.

  at our office: Stop by 861 W. Layton Avenue.

questions? Email discountcard@gatewaytomilwaukee.com 
with your questions or call us at (414) 455-3323.
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eVenT caLendar
DECEMBER

tuesdaY, december 8  
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. / Annual Holiday Party 
(see ad on back page)

JANUARY

wedNesdaY, JaNuarY 20
8:15 a.m. / AGBA Annual Meeting

fridaY, JaNuarY 29
7:30 a.m. / WISDOT Construction Plans  
for 2010

MAY

moNdaY, maY 19  
8:00 a.m. / AGBID #40 Annual Meeting

watch gatewaytomilwaukee.com and  
Gateway e-News updates for details.

7 |  Learn more at gatewaytomilwaukee.com

key supporters of the gateway, city of milwaukee alderman terry witkowski (on the right) and milwaukee 
county Supervisor chris Larson (second from the left), join tom rave in welcoming Southwest airlines and its 
ceo gary kelly to the gateway to milwaukee at Southwest’s kick-off event at gmia. the addition of Southwest 
airlines plus the increase in competitively-priced flights offered by airtran, Frontier and midwest will bring 
more traffic to gmia and businesses in the gateway.

mission statement

The Gateway aerotropolis is a public-private 
partnership focused around General Mitchell 
International Airport that fosters regional 
economic collaboration by efficiently linking 
the region’s air, rail, road and shipping trans-
portation capabilities. The partnership will 
focus on the evolution and implementation 
of a comprehensive strategy to generate the 
growth of business and communities in an 
aesthetically inviting aerotropolis area.

Goals

•  Retain and attract businesses and jobs in 
the Gateway aerotropolis footprint by offering 
accessible, interrelated and efficient trans-
portation in a commercial hub.

•  Improve the aesthetic environment of the 
area to make it more inviting to businesses 
and people.

•  Market the Gateway region and its capa-
bilities nationally and internationally to 
prospective businesses and industries.

•  Strengthen and increase the economic 
values of businesses, communities and real 
estate properties in the Gateway region.

•  Support the regional economic development 
initiatives of the Milwaukee 7 effort.

founding principles

•  The greater good of the Gateway region,  
its communities, businesses and residents 
will be best achieved through a collaborative 
effort aimed at benefiting the region as  
a whole.

•  Milwaukee County and City governments 
plus all municipal jurisdictions in the  
Gateway region will participate in this 
development initiative and, where appro-
priate, will designate staff and assist  
with funding efforts for planning and  
implementation activities to achieve  
the Gateway’s goals.

•  This initiative will include representatives  
from General Mitchell International Airport, 
The Port of Milwaukee, relevant businesses, 
business associations, civic and labor orga-
nizations, local, state and federal govern-
ment representatives as well as community/
neighborhood groups in the Gateway region.

•  Regional and local development will take 
into account multi-modal transportation  
access, economic opportunity and aesthetics 
according to plans developed among  
the participating parties.

•  All parties engaged in the Gateway program 
will follow the spirit of these principles and 
the Vision and Mission Statements.
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
Take fl ight with us this holiday season! Attend our FREE Annual Holiday Party.

Please come join business people, property owners, government offi cials and supporters 
of the Gateway To Milwaukee. It’s a great chance to meet and mingle with people who 
are committed to economic development around the Airport.  

Tuesday, December 8, 2009
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  |  Cocktails and Appetizers
6:00 p.m.  |  Presentation

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Milwaukee Airport
6401 South 13th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53221

RSVP to attend
gatewaytomilwaukee.com 
or by calling (414) 455-3323
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Future versions of The Gateway will be distributed through our web site and you must be registered to receive it.
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