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Planning Process

http://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cityDCD/planning/plans/Southeast/plan/SEPlan.pdf
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Plan Launch April 20, 2016

Interviews &Focus Groups

Plan Adoption

Information Gathering

Draft Recommendations

Public Review

Spring ’16 Summer ’16 Winter ’16                            Spring ‘17

Design Charrette

Residential & Business Surveys

Planning Schedule



1. Improve the quality of the public realm that pedestrians, 

shoppers, residents and commuters experience

2. Improve the aesthetic character along South 27th Street

3. Attract a diverse mix of retail and dining options along South 

27th Street

4. Position South 27th Street to remain a vibrant and competitive 
retail destination in the future

4 Goals

Planning Process



Design Charrette



SITE 1

Design Charrette



SITE 2

Design Charrette



SITE 3

Design Charrette



SITE 4

Design Charrette



SITE 5

Design Charrette



SITE 6

Design Charrette



• GOVERNMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

• BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

RECOMMENDATIONS

• LOCAL BUSINESS RECOMMENDATIONS

Implementation Areas:

Plan Recommendations



• What is it?

• Why is it important?

• How to make it happen?

Plan Recommendations
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GOVERNMENT

LED ACTIONS

Plan Recommendations



Work with the City’s 

DPW and WisDOT to 

make South 27th Street 

safer and more 

comfortable for 

pedestrians and cyclists.

Key Action #1



Explore a zoning 

overlay for to 

ensure the 

consistent 

enforcement of 

zoning standards 

along the corridor.

Key Action #2



Naturalize Wilson 

Creek and establish it 

as a neighborhood-

serving amenity.

Key Action #3



Issue a RFP for the 

former Wildenberg 

Hotel site, 

incorporating the 

design concepts 

generated during 

the design charette.

Key Action #4



 Revisit and revise City of Milwaukee 

signage ordinance to ensure consistency.

 Support and encourage concepts from 

the design charrette in areas where 

appropriate.

 Encourage new development to be built 

with higher quality materials, landscaping, 

and support density, especially at key 

intersections.

Supporting Actions



BUSINESS 

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

LED ACTIONS

Plan Recommendations



Improve aesthetics along 

the corridor and prioritize 

high-visibility properties for 

signage and other 

property improvement 

grants to maximize 

investments.

Key Action #1



Work with a commercial 

broker to attract the 

types of businesses 

identified through the 

public involvement 

process, such as casual 

restaurants.

Key Action #2
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Offer new 

programming along 

the corridor in 

underused parking 

lots.

Key Action #3



Better engage 

businesses along 

the corridor to take 

a more active role 

in the BID and 

ongoing initiatives.

Key Action #4



As high profile 

vacancies occur, 

aggressively 

encourage 

higher intensity of 

uses and higher 

quality materials.

Key Action #5



• Coordinate with respective code enforcement departments 

from the City of Milwaukee and the City of Greenfield to target 

code enforcement efforts.

• Continue ongoing cooperation between the City of Milwaukee 

and the City of Greenfield so that all businesses benefit.

• Continue to coordinate with WisDOT on corridor branding 

efforts. Periodically evaluate median banners.

• Continue coordination with neighborhood groups to achieve 

common goals.

• Continue coordination with Milwaukee Police Department and 

Greenfield Police Department on nuisance properties.

Supporting Actions



LOCAL BUSINESS

LED ACTIONS

Plan Recommendations



Install base 

plantings 

around signs 

and along 

storefronts to 

improve the 

visual appeal 

of corridor.

Key Action #1



Actively maintain properties by 

cleaning up litter and addressing 

visual maintenance needs.

Key Action #2



Take advantage 

of existing City of 

Milwaukee and 

BID-funded grant 

programs for 

future property 

improvements 

and renovations.

Key Action #3



• Seek opportunities for 

shared parking and 

cross-access 

easements.

• Pursue out-lot 

development that is 

complementary to 

main shopping 

centers.

Supporting Actions



Implementation



• Full draft plan available online

city.milwaukee.gov/South27thStreet

• Draft recommendations presented, Dec. 14

• Open house and celebration, Mar. 28

• Scheduled for ZND on May 23

Implementation



Questions?

Implementation


