PROPOSITION: It is highly desirable that there be a Safety
Commission established with its own charter ordinance in
the Clty of Mllwaukee

1. The Safety Comm1ssron has served ..the City of Milwaukee,
the Common Councﬂ and the Mayor with enormously successful
effect over the years but did so without being fully constituted
under City Charter Since about 1920 the Safety Commission has
considered and made recommendatrons directly to the Common
Councﬂ on trafﬁc safety, home safety, fire safety, construction
safety and numerous other matters related to the safety of people
living and workmg in Milwaukee. Under this informal relationship
the Safety Commission could recommend public policy for formal
enactment by the Common Councﬂ andthe Mayor had i 1ts_{own

when adopted and also managed its program of crossmgvpguards

2 Over the years the Safety Commrssron suocessfully
fire protectlon and in hous1ng and industrial safety It also worked
extenswely on school safety. This coordinated approach was
essential, for it gained the input of many different branches of
government serving the city and allowed cross fertlhzatlon of ideas
on safety praotloes and p011c1es

3. ThlS prev1ous happy relat1onsh1p now has been"drsturbed by
a removal of the voice of the Safety Commission’s administrative
officer. This new relationship in effect emphasizes police safety
only and mutes. the direct approach of the Safety Commission to the

. commun1ty The change further makes much less effective the voice

of the Comm1ss1on in addressmg the Common Council and the
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Mayor since there 1S NOW no pr 1nelpal executive ofﬁcer to report for
the Commission. o
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4. For the Commission to be as effective as the Common
Council should want it to be and as it once was, it needs its own
executive administrator and its own identification through a wisely
drawn Common Council ordinance defining its mission, its duties
and its relations to the Common Council, the Mayor and other units
of city government. | - |

5. The Commission makes the point that causing it to function
1nd1rectly only after its work has been screened by the chief officers
of the Milwaukee Police Department is a procedure which likely
would limit the scope of its inquiry and 1nvest1gat10n into the
totahty of public safety issues, which encompasses housing,
educatlon fire safety and other missions, and not only police safety
issues.

6. Therefore, for the City of Milwaukee, the Common Council
" and the people to enjoy the great benefits of safety policy of which
the Safety Commission has demonstrated in the past, it is highly
desirable that the Safety Commission now be constituted under a
Charter Ordlnance defmmg its mission, its compos1t10n its authority
and powers.
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