March 20, 2022

Honorary Street Sign Committee
City Hall - Room 205

200 East Wells Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

To Whom It May Concern:

I had the extraordinary opportunity of working directly with the late Retired Brigadier General
Robert Andrew Cocroft for over 45 years during his quest to help veterans, particularly veterans
of color to receive the much needed benefits and services they deserved. He was a visionary
and a giant before his time. Before his untimely transition, General Cocroft was instrumental in
overseeing the development of Vets Place Central, Veterans Manor, Center for Veterans Issues
all on the west side of Milwaukee and several other multi-million dollar projects throughout the
State of Wisconsin which were established to assist veterans and their families. Worth noting is
not only did General Cocroft serve as the President and CEQ for the Center for Veterans
Issues, he also served as Deputy Secretary for the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs
and finally as the National Commander for the National Association for Black Veterans Inc.
where he helped thousands of veterans to secure much needed benefits and services.

it is therefore my extreme honor and pleasure to recommend the name of Brigadier General
Robert Andrew Cocroft for placement on the street of Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee. To begin
West on Wisconsin Avenue from 27th Street and ending at 35th Street. This request is being
respectfully submitted by Richard Rodgers, Emeritus, and Mike Beal, Regional Director for the
National Association for Black Veterans Inc., Milwaukee, Wisconsin and is supported by the
National Commander, Lt. Col. Richard Kingsberry.

For questions please contact Richard Rodgers at either (262) 202-0453 or ricjew@gmail.com.

Lifetime Gold Member
National Association for Black Veterans Inc.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53223



HONORARY STREET NAME SIGN APPLICATION

City Hall, Room 205
200 East Wells Street
Milwaukee, W1 53202
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PLEASE NOTE: A 5100 PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY THIS FORM
{Checks should be made payable to “City Treasurer”)

1. Applicant informs

Applicant's Name %" )‘/ﬂ/l /VJ’//W /@ K/A/

Organization or COmpany/f / ﬁ?é P/\M{ //’ 5517/ / /\77/%77\/ ‘g)’ / ?/7// / leﬁ)’ﬂ/’” T?'/@
Street Address 31’{ 00 Wi V\J 1500611 ﬁ\/b City/State_/V 2¢ l;AJd!{ ﬁ&, éﬁ L __Zip 53308

Telephone_ A&k N0l Sj % Fax — Email kf-"’éfl)g,;g[g é %KZ W1 /. lor

2. Honorary Sfreet Name Request

Street name requested /gﬂ{ Y, /‘LFV AZ’/\)U’&I / ﬁ /Dé/ﬁ/ A / 0/’/’07[:11 /4\/&/1/:/4/

Location of proposed deblgnata {for example, West Main Street from North 12" Street to North 15" Street)

WesT (1)seonts ) Foor ATH 45 35T Shwst

3. Required Submittals:

¢ Refer to Chapter [ 13-3, Milwaukee Code of Ordinances (attached)

* A fyped gtatement containing no fewer thau 500 words describing the significance of the person, place, or
event being honored. The statement should indicate why a particular section of street has been requested for
the honorary designation.

4. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:

My application consists of the following items necessary to complete the application. Please check:

'$100 fee (check made payable to "City Treasurer®),
Completed Application Form.

Autobiography or statement regarding the person, place, or event being honored,
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‘ Brigadier General Robert Andrew
Cocroft

November 16, 1946 - September 12, 2018

Brigadier General (Ret.) Robert Andrew Cocroft, US. Army, was born to Willie Tilmon
Cocroft and Louise Cocroft (Gee) on November 16, 1946, in Conway, Mississippi. He
entered into eternal life on Wednesday, September 12,2018.

At an early age, Robert professed his belief in Christ and was baptized at Center Hill
Missionary Baptist Church in Conway, MS. In 1947, during the Northern migration of
African-Americans in search of opportunities, his family settled in Milwaukee, WI.

Robert joined Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church under the leadership of the late Rev.
E. M. Kelly. The Cocroft family became a driving force in the formative years of the church
where several family members remain today.

‘Robert received his formal education in the Milwaukee Public Schools and graduated from
North Division High School in 1965. In 1966, while attending the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh on a football scholarship, he was drafted into the US. Army.

Upon completion of US. Army Infantry School (OCS) and while training at Fort Ord,
California he met his wife. On May 3, 1969 he married Jacqueline Hunter and to this union
two children were born, Dianna Killins (Cocroft) and Robert H. Cocroft.

He was a Vietnam-era veteran who served overseas duty in the Republic of Korea. He
returned to Wisconsin and joined the 84th Division of the Army Reserve while working and
going to school full-time. He continued with his military education, including graduating
from the US. Army War College and climbing the chain of command to Brigadier General.
At the conclusion of his military career, Robert was the Assistant Division Commander of
Operations for the 98th Division. Throughout

his entire career he commanded at the company, battalion and brigade levels. Robert had
40 years of active and reserve military service and officially retired in 2006.

Robert served as Deputy Secretary of the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs from
1994 to 2002. He had the overall responsibility for the Department's day-to-day
operations, which included administration and management of900 full-time employees,
five loan programs, eight grant programs, a 7S0-bed skilled nursing care facility, and

denartmental administrative services. As a member of the senior manaacement team within



(deceased) the National Association for Black Veterans (NABVETS) was established in
1973, and currently has chapters in 80 cities throughout the United States. He was the
previous National Commander. NABVETS continues its advocacy on behalf of its
membership with Congress, the federal administration, state, county, and city legislators,
and is certified by the US. Department of Veterans Affairs as a claims representative for
veterans.

As demonstrated by his extensive commitment to veteran affairs as well as numerous
community-based organizations, Robert was a genuine servant leader. During the time of
his transition, he was President and Chief Executive Officer of the nonprofit Center for
Veterans Issues, Ltd. (CVI). In addition to advocating for the needs of veterans, CVI
services include housing for low-income, homeless, minority and women

veterans including their families. CVi is distinguished as the largest private provider of
transitional housing and permanent supportive housing for veterans in Wisconsin.
Educational achievements include: Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Business
Management, Master of Arts in Public Policy and Administration both from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison; US. Army Infantry School (OCS), US. Army Paratrooper Airborne
School, and the US. Army War College at Carlisle Barracks, PA.

Throughout his career he also served on numerous boards and committees both locally
and nationally.

He was preceded in death by his parents Willie Tilmon and Louise Cocroft: brother, Mark
A. Cocroft; father-in-law, Command Sergeant Major Grover D. Hunter, Sr., USA, Retired:;
brother-in-law, Grover D). Hunter,Jr.; niece, Natasha S. Hampton; and great-niece, Ana
Moffett.

left to forever cherish his precious memory: his beloved wife, Jacqueline D. Cocroft,
Children - Dianna R. (Willie) Killins, Robert H. (Teresita) Cocroft, and his adopted daughter
Annette (Michael) Miller. Grandsons - Devin Tyree Cocroft, Isiah H. Cocroft, Robert T.
Cocroft, Jonavan M. Cocroft, Michael A, Killins, Malik A. Killins, Mekhi A. Killins.
Granddaughters - Arianna 1. Cocroft, First Lieutenant Michelle

A. Killins, USAR. Great-grandchildren - McKayla A. Killins and Morgan A. Killins. Siblings -
Phyllis T. (Woodrow) Coleman, Wanda D. Cocroft, Judy L. Cocroft, and Timothy D.
Cocroft. Mother-in-law, Osie M. Hunter, San Jose, CA. Sisters-in-law - Marlene Builer,
Cathedral City, CA, and Demetria Brown, San Jose, CA. Aunts- Lorene Cocroft, Dorcas D.
Denton, Helen F. LeFlore, Lorraine Gee, and Callie Gee. Uncle - Alton Campbell. And
many, many nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels,

nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

Nr hairdht nor danth noe ang nthor crastiira chall o ohila $a canarato 11 fram thao lrnvio if




Receipt of Street Naming Fee

Date: 3/24/22
Received Of: Richard Rodgers
Received By: LME
Check # (If Applicable): 1300

Amount Received $100.00




