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INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU
MEMO
To: Ald. Tony Zielinski
From: Leslie Silletti, Legislative Research Analyst
Date: January 16, 2007
Re: Summary of the Fair Trade Movement in the United Kingdom and the United States

‘This memo provides information relating to Fair Trade Certification in the U.S., the Fair Trade Town
initiative in the United Kingdom, and local government actions relating to Fair Trade initiatives in the
u.s.

FAIR TRADE

The “Fair Trade” initiative focuses on the following principles: fair labor conditions, direct trade,
democratic and transparent organizations, community development and environmental sustainability.
TransFair USA is the only independent, third-party certifier of Fair Trade products in the U.S.
Certification is currently available in the U.S. for coffee, tea, herbs, cocoa and chocolate, fresh fruit,
sugar, rice and vanilla. When TransFair certifies a product, it guarantees that companies have complied
with strict economic, social and environmental criteria. There are 20 Fair Trade labeling organizations
internationally. Products that receive TransFair USA’s certification have the following seal:

| “cenviste,

Attached is a list of local shops that sell products certified by TransFair USA. In addition to these, there
are stores that sell goods, primarily artisan handicrafts, which are considered as Fair Trade but not
certified. Notable among these is Four Corners of the World, a 100% Fair Trade store established by
SWIFT, the Southeastern Wisconsin Initiative for Fair Trade. SWIFT is a non-profit organization
established in 2005 with a mission of, “Working for peace by achieving justice through Fair Trade.”
The store is located at 5205 W. North Avenue, in the 10" Aldermanic District. Also attached is a
brochure compiled by the Milwaukee Clean Clothes Campaign, titled, “A Shopping Guide to Fair Trade
Coffee, Tea, Chocolate and Fruit in Southeastern Wisconsin.™

Further [nformation relating the Fair Trade movement in the City of Milwaukee can be found at
http//www.FairTrademilwaukee.org/.




FAIR TRADE TOWNS (United Kingdom/Europe)’

The Fair Trade Town initiative began in the United Kingdom in 1999, when the town of Garstang
campaigned to become, “The World’s First Fair Trade Town.” The initiative quickly spread across the
United Kingdom and Europe. Currently there are 300 Fair Trade Towns in Europe and 150 in the
United Kingdom. From the Fair Trade Towns Guide:

“A Fairtrade Town, City or Zone is a community which has made a commitment to supporting
Fairtrade, and through it to support disadvantaged farmers and workers in developing countries.
In practical terms, this means the community will have significant levels of awareness and
understanding of the concept of Fairtrade, Fairtrade products will be widely available, bought
and used, and a commitment will have been made to increasing sales and awareness further still,
through promotional and educational aciivities. "

In order to become a Fair Trade Town, the following goals must be met:

1. Local council passes a resolution supporting Fair Trade, and agrees to serve Fair Trade tea and
coffee at its meetings and in its offices and canteens,

2. A range of (at least 2) Fair Trade products is readily available in the area’s shops and local
cafes/catering establishments. The target for number of retail outiets of the City of Milwaukee is
one retail outlet per 10,000 persons, or approximately 60 outlets. The target number of catering
outlets is one per 20,000, or approximately 30 outlets.

3. Fair Trade products are used by a number of local work places and community organizations.

4. There is media coverage and popular support for the campaign.

5. Alocal Fair Trade steering group is convened to ensure continued commitment to its Fair Trade
Town status. '

Once the goals are met, the Fair Trade Foundation presents a certificate to the town, making it a “Fair

Trade Town.” The Fair Trade Foundation is the organization that awards the “Fair Trade Mark” in the
United Kingdom, which is similar to Fair Trade Certification by TransFair in the U.S.

FAIR TRADE TOWNS (United States)

Since there is no comparable Fair Trade Town initiative in the U.S., the city of Media, PA, used the
goals outlined by the Fair Trade Town initiative in the United Kingdom to label itself as the “First Fair
Trade Town in the U.S.” The City Council unanimously adopted a resolution in June, 2006. A
committee of businesses, residents and the Idyll Development Foundation (currently named the Untours
Foundation), which provides low interest loans in the U.S. and abroad, worked for a year toward
establishing Media as a Fair Trade Town. San Francisco, Seattle, Boston and Chicago are also working
toward becoming Fair Trade towns.

' Spelled “Fairtrade™ in the UK and Europe.



OTHER FAIR TRADE INITIATIVES (United States)

In July, 2005, the City and County of San Francisco passed a resolution to maximize purchase of
Fair Trade goods. The resolution declares support for Fair Trade and assigns its Department of
Environment with investigating purchasing practices and options and issuing recommendations
that identify how the city can maximize purchase of Fair Trade Certified products. The City and
County worked with a coalition of neatly 60 community groups.

In June, 2005, New York City adopted a resclution that encourages the purchase of Fair Trade
Certified coffee by city agencies and food service venues. More than 10 local groups,
comprising the NYC Fair Trade Coalition, worked toward adoption of the resolution.

Mountain View, CA, declared October, 2005, to be “Fair Trade Month.” The City Council and
Mayor committed themselves to educating the community about the importance of Fair Trade
and to investigate ways to increase the city’s purchase of Fair Trade goods.

LCS07014

LRB



Fair Trade Certified | Transfair USA | Better Products

Wiare 10 Buy

Fair Trade Products

Your saarch ocated the following retailers of Fair Trade

rg By t City v l

Anodyrae

Coffae with a Conscience
1555 M. Rivercentar Dr.
Milwaykea W[ 5321
41A-276H-4341

Riverwaest Cooperative
FI3E. Clarke

Milwaukee WT 53212
A14-J64- 7033

Smne Creak Coffwe

Node Coffee Shop
1504 B, Morth Ave,
Mitwatikae »“ H

53202

Alterra Coffee Roasters U8,

Bank Center

P77 T WisConsin Ave -
Meyzanine Lev ei
Miwauke 5
{414y 22

Comet Cafe

1947 N, Farwall Ave,
Milwaukee WL 53202
414-273-7877

Milw Public Library Coffee
Shop and Bookseiler

514 W. Wisconsin Ava.
Milwaukae WI 53233
414-286-2142

Outpost Natural Foods
100 £, Capitol Dr.
Mitwaukes WI 53217
414-9561-25G7

Alterra at the Lake
1701 N Lineo
Mibwaukee WI

34451

Bouoin Brothers Coffee Co.
2400 N Murray Ave
m‘f\‘cui!(t”e Wi o ‘22

A14TETLIG7

Stone Creek Coffee

41086 N Cakiand Ave

Milwaukes WI 53211
414-G64- 1508

Jido Caf

A A A e
274 Want Wel

http://www transfairusa.org/do/whereToBuy ;jsessionid=aKjJiTDNMZAS
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Fuel Cafe

Third World Handcrafts Shop

5229 W. Capiot Or.

sMilwaukes W1 53216

Hd E2

Z

414-445-1630

Gm N, Oa

J?ssf.'au*:(*e Wi 53/ 1

414

Gad - 1808

Feans And Bariey

B Aorts Ave

ae W1

Alterra Coffes Raaséars fast
Side

PR

‘4 - :
{414} 273-3752

Stane Creek Coffes

L
‘ﬁf!\f
Al4-

W “s’;ym’sism A
aukes WI 53243
p
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