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Steve Brandenburg alleges that on May 27, 2025 his vehicle sustained damages
due to a manhole covered with plywood that he encountered while driving near
the intersection of East Pleasant Street and North Kewaunee Street. The plywood

collapsed under the weight of his vehicle when he drove over it.

The Department of Public Works - Sewers (DPW) investigated this claim and
affirms that on June 13, 2025 a manhole alongside 1646 North Astor Street was
partially excavated in order to perform a repair to the manhole. Upon completion
of the excavation, the area was covered with plywood and barricaded to restrict

unauthorized vehicle entry. Additionally, on July 8, 2025 DPW- Sewers

backfilled and patched the excavation site in accordance to construction and safety

standards.

Based on the findings of our investigation, it is our position that the claimant did
not submit sufficient admissible evidence to establish negligence or involvement
by the City of Milwaukee in the claimed loss of May 27, 2025. The manhole was

excavated in June 13, 2025, which was confirmed by the DPW-Sewer’s

investigation. It is our position that the City of Milwaukee was not negligent in
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this matter. Therefore, we recommend that the claim submitted by Steven
Brandenburg in the amount of $6,477.89 be denied.

Very truly yours,

Escon—

EVAN C. GOYKE
City Attorney
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Deputy City Attorney

ECG/NES/CEC/cdr

Enclosures

1029-2025-1396/00000000001197



