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CIVIL WORKS ADMINISTRATION

CITY OF MILWALUKEE

R.E.STOELTING \ggV‘ SO0 N. EROADWAY
COMMIASIQONER N DALY 5200
OF PUBLIC WORKS

April 23, 19354

Mr. R o Stoelting
uammissioner of Publie Works

Attn: Mr. D. S, Teter, Project Bngineer

Dear Sir:

In accordance witia your bulletin dated April &, 1934,
I am reporting to you as followss

1, Date of Report -- April 10, 1934,

2o Project No. 153.

3. Status of Project -- Discontinued March 31, 1934,
4, Percent Completed ~- About 25%.

5.-Deseription-ef.work -- There is a ledge of rock in the
bed of the Milwaukee River, at Lincoln and Estabrook Parks,
which 1s an obstruction to the flow of water in the Milwauke&
River during severe storms causing about 600 acres of property
to be inundated, and during low water holding the water in the
River as an elongated lake. In order to prevent this recurrent
flooding, it was necessary to remove about one mile of this rock
ledge for a width of 200 ft., and a depth of about 6 ft., There-
after, it would be necessary to construct an automatic dam in the
stream in such a way that the gates of the dam would open during
times of flood, but would close during low water so as to keep
the elevation of the water upstream as it always existed for the
purpose of retaining the present facilities for boating, bathing
and fishing.

Under the C.W.A. Program, the City of Milwaukee under-
took to do that part of the work of removing the rock ledge west
of the Port Washington Road Bridge for a distance of approximately

2,000 £ft., and the Milwaukee County Park Commission undertook the
work of removing the rock east of the Porxrt Washington Road Bridse
for a distance of 3,000 f£t.

An earthen dike was first constructed along the middle
of the stream from the Port Washington Road Bridge westerly for
about 1,800 £t. from which voint a dike was connected with the
north shoreline of the River. The north half of the River wes
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then dewatered, rock was loosened by drilling and blasting,
and was excavated partly by steam shovel operations and
partly by hand by loading into trucks.

The material excavated was used largely in making
a base for about a mile of road in Lincoln Park adjoining the
River, and for other purposes such as dry walls, rip-rap, walks,
and for temporarily surfacing streets. All excess material is
taken to a crushing plant, operated by the City, nearby and
stock-piled so that it may be used at any time for some munici-
pal purposes. :

At the present time, an average width of 67 ft., of
rock has been removed out of 200 ft. of channel width contem-
plated and to the final grade. .

QUANTITATIVE DATE

Solid Rock Removed 17,650 Cu. Yds.
Loose Rock Removed 1,650 = ®
Earth Removed 3,850 ® w
Dike-Roek & Earth Fill 1,750 =n w
Road-Rock & Earth Fill g0 # o ®
Total Yardage 24,400 Cu, Ydso.
6. Alaterial, Tool and Sundry Bquipment hereto.attached.

Attentidn is dréawn to'the fact that’ inventdry includes i4Ems
on hand as fouows,:"*‘ R A 4
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7. Since the discontinuance of the C.W.A. work, a high
stage of water tore out approximately 200 f£t. of dike so that
the flood waters are now pouring through the excavation made.

A temporary snow fence was erected along the north
shore of the strsam at Lincoln Park to prevent children from
wading into the River., This is necessary because the edges
of the rock cut are perpendicular, and persons wading in the
shallower portions might step into the desp portion and drown.

The work that has been done is of value inasmuch as
the expense of completing the work hes been meterially re-
duced. We are anxious to continue the work now for the reason
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that a large investment has been mede for the dike, whieh

dike may be washed away if the work is abandoned indefinitely.
It 1s also necessary, if no further major work can be dome,
that the edges of the rock cut be sloped so that the danger
against drowning may be prevented. Until this is done, i%
will not be possible for the Park Board to finally improve the
shoreline of the Milwaukee River with park paths, planting,
e%so

Another important reason for continuing work is thas
it will not be possible to make use of the ecut thus far made
for the discharge of water for the reason that the dry weather
flow is so small that the south half of the River will be dry,
which will cause objection by abutting property owners, and
also by reason of the faect that the low stage of water will
prevent swimming at the Public Bathing Beach in Lincoln Park,
and prevent bathing at other points along the River owned by
private persons.

When the entire ledge is removed, the County will con-
struct the automatic dam above referred to. The dike may then
be removed after which the entire job will be of value to the
community in preventing the inundation of land in times of floed,
and in the use of a large sheet of water for good swimming, fish-
ing and boating, and for skating during the winter months.

A Ky

y~§’ﬁ@tatﬁhcprﬁ%;etp a sketeh showing progress made up %o

the -préséut’ times , -
) Very trg}y'youfs,
F.W.Ullilus, Spec. Asst. Engr.
FWU:MS
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COMM.NTS ON PHOJECT #1853

There 1s & ledge of rock in the bed of the kilwaukee Hiver, at
Lincoln end Estebrook Parks, which ie an obstruction to the fiow of water
in the lilwaukee River during severs storms cauaing ahout 800 acres of
property to he inundated, and during low wator holding the water in tte
River as an elongated luku., In order o vrevent this recurvent fiocding,
it was necessary to remove sbout one mile of this rock ledge for a width
of 200 ft., and a dspth of about 6 %, Thereafter, 1t wouid be ne¢essary
to construet an avtoratiec dam in the stream in such a way that the getes
of the dam would open curdng tires of fleod, but would close during low
water 8o ss %o keep the elevation of “ho water upstrean as it always
existed for the purpose of retaining the present focilities for bosting,
bathing and fishing,

Under the C.W.A. Prograi, the Lity of Hilwsukee undertook te do
that part of “he work of renoving the rock ledge west of the lowg
Washington Read Iridge “ur o distance of approxivately 2,000 ft.,, and
the lillwatkes County Park Commission undertook Lhe work of remwoving the
rock east of the Pori washingbon ilload Bridge for a distence of 8,000 £t

An earthen dike was first construected along the middle of the
stream from the Port Washington Road Bridge westerly for about 1,800 £t.,
from which point a dike was connected with the north shoreline of the
River. The north half cf the “iver was then dewatered, rock was loosened
by drilling and blasiting, and was excavated partly by steam shovel
operationa and pertly by hand by loading into trucks,

The raterisl execavated was used largely in making a base for about
a mile of rond in Lincoln Park adjoining the River, and for other purposee
such as dry walls, rip-rap, walks, and for temporarily su§§&cing streets,
£11 exeess raterial iz taken to a erushing plant, operated by the Ciey,
nearby and stockepiled so that it maey be used at any time for some
runicipal purposes.

At the present time, an average width of 67 f£i. of roeck has
been removed out of 200 £+, of channel width contemplated and to the
final grades.

QUANTIDATIVE DATE

So0lid Rock Hemoved 17,660 Cu, Yds,
Loose Rock Hemoved 1,80 " %
Earth Hemoved 3,250 " 0®
Dike-Rock & marth Fill 1,780 *© o
Road-Bpek & Earth Fill g0 " v
Total Yardage 24,400 Cu. Yds,

Since the discontinuance of the C.W.h. work, a high stage of
water tore out approximately 200 ft., of dike so thrat the flood waters eve
now pouring through the exeavation mads.

A temporarg snow fence was erected along the north shore of the
stream at Lincoln Park to prevent children from wading into the fiver,
This is necessary becsause the edgees of the rock cut are perpendiculer,
and persona wadling in the shallower portions wicht step into the deep
portion and drown.



