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Ethanol comes with environmental impact, despite green ~  .uier
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By Tom Davies, Assoclated Press

PORTLAND, Ind. -~ The sthanol refineries sprouting ecrosa the Com Balt are typically toutad 88 despenately needed
sconomic engines for rural towns, a boon for American farmers and a way to ease the heavy dependence on forelgn ofl.

" When James Clear hears the ward ethanol, ha nstead thinks about the tons of poButants thal il come from the 50-acre
Industrial compiax being bult on tha sdge of this aastemn Indlana town.

"1t would just kil ma laoking out on o playground there and picturing our kide breathing that air," sald Clear, a chiropractor
who sold the house on famlly land after leaming a South Dakota company piannad to butid an atharel plant a hatl-mls away,

Ethanol has long basn touted as a cleaner-buming altamative to gasoline and it cares the Image of an anvironmantally

friendly fuat sinca I's darived from plants and plant waste. Experts say replacing gas with ethanol blends wis reduce greanhousa gases and help the
fight against global warming.

But tha more than 200 U.S. refineries In operation or under construciion --- mostly in a swath from Nebraska and Kansas east knto Ohlo — alsa amit
thousands of tons of poliutaits a yaar, including nitrogen oxide, a key element of amog.

Increased uss of ethanol — proposed by Prasident Bush in his January State of the Union address — could ralse smog levels aboul 1% in some ameas |
of the country, according i Environmental Protection Agency officials. ’

In early April, however, the EPA Increased how much pollutants athanol plants can emit befors facing tougher restrictions, prompling concam among
soima snvironmental groups,

" think word s getting around that ethanol refinerles con be a hack of a problem If you lve near them,” sald Frank O'Donnell, president of Clean Alr
Walch. TYou're taking arens that are genarally not saeing a ot of poliution row and darkening tha skies.*

A recent study by a Stanford Unhversity professor conduded that 200 mare people each yesr woutd die from rasphh;rypmbhmsmlamd o ozone, the
unsaen component of smog, i all vehicles In tha Unlted States ran on a mostly athanal fuel bland by 2020.

The study also suggasted that srsas prona o ozone problams, such &3 the Northeast snd Los Angeles, would sse Incroases tn ozone levels under that
acananio,

Critics of the study, inchuding officials at the Natural Resources Defanse Councll and tha Ranewabla Fusls Assoclation ethanol kobby group, sakd
ethanol ks betier than traditional gasolina by any measurement.

Brian Jarwtngs, sxocuthe vics president of indusiry group American Coallilon for Ethenol In Skoux Falls, 5.0, sald arsas with histores of using 10% ethano! blands have ectually
shown alr-quality improvements,

"Every realworld examgle that wa have of sthanol replacing straight gasolina in the market, whether it s a clty of an antire siate, the experience has resulted Indaénerat—,'.hrrﬂngs
sald. “There'a not a city, state or reglon that has swiiched over to ethanol and not had improverments.”

S0, Jennnga acknowledges concerns about smisslons.
"No fusl Is perfac, and we would be the first io admit that ethanol-biended fuels are going to emit things ust fke any othar fuel does,” he sald,

Emviranmantal groups haven't taken a strong stand on ethand, which can creats challenges for plant opponants, said Chlsta Westsrbarg, an attomey who has represanted plant foss
in Wisconsin, '

*“There |s no maasive PR machine working to point out the downsides of athanol, fke thare is on the ather siie,” Westerbarg sald. *You have ADM {Archer Danlels Midand Co.)
runndng cammercials of GM (General Motors Corp.) running commercials about how sthanol 12 green and is going to help save us from our snergy problems.”

Don Vilwock, prasident of the Indéana Farmn Bureau, grows com and soybeans on about 3,000 acres in Knox County. He 1a atso a steering commitise member for the national 25x26
project — namad for the goal of having 25% of the courtlry's enargy coming from renewable sources such a5 wind, solar and blofuals by 2026.
3

Vilhwock said ha thinks the ethanol industry is “getting better and better every day” in having cleaner smisskons from Rs plants ond is largely welcomed by commmunliies whore
economi: growth has lagged.

"It 1a great to £aa an ndustry come ko rural Amaren that actuslly peys a good wags scede,” Vllwocok said.
Pertiand Mayor Bruce Hosler seki city and county leadars workad for a couple of years to parsuade South Dakota-based Post LLG o buikd tts $176 millon, 40-worker plant here.

"Ihavnaveryamoqcorrlfottlavalmaitrﬂsvdubeuverysafaandproduc:ﬂvapro]adfwwcummrﬁty.‘Hoﬂaruld.'Ilhcﬂfﬁm!twahwys!andﬂ-msoo-lo1.000-§ohhdusjﬁos,so
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‘the chgnee to land 40, 60, 100 jobs is always Important.”

Poet's Portland refinery has a state permit for annual emissions of more fhan 450 tons of various pollutants. Its levels are low enough o classify the plant, which 1s a typical size for
the industry, as a miner source of pollution under federal regulations.

Bob Berens, Poet's site development direclor, said the plant features equipment that removes at laast 87% of potential pollution,

"The remalning 3% or 2%, really, is a component of natural gas usage that we have supplying the plant. So the ethanol itself is not a polluter,” Berens said. "We don't have the odor,
there's not as much noise. It's really a nlee, clean operation.”

Chad and Rebecca LeMaster aren't convinced. They joined neighbors in an unsuccessful attempt to block construction of the refinery in a nearby ﬁe]&. and they haven't had any Juck
selling their home a mile outside Portland,

The LeMasters' worries about being so near the plant with thelr 7-year-aid son and infant daughter have grown along with the rise of its 130-foot smokestacks.
"The more Industrial it gets to ook, the more apprehensive | am about living acress from It,” Chad LeMaster sajd. ") feel like This was just shoved down our throats”
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