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Recycling Results
Total Residential Tons Collected



Education and Events
Keep Greater Milwaukee Beautiful, Compost Bin Sale, Fall Mailer

● Recycle for Good 
Programs and Tours

● 22 Schools
● 1,189 Students
● 289 adults

2023 Fall Mailer

234 Bins Sold



The MRF Fire
05/31/2023
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The MRF Fire, cont.
Program Cost Increases, Tonnage Map

Where Do 

Milwaukee 

Recyclables 

Go?

Commodity Sales Revenue

Revenue/Ton (Market Value) 130.57$                57.60$                    (72.97)$               -55.9%

City's Share (Rev/T Received from Contractor) 72.88$                  14.90$                    (57.98)$               -79.6%

Total revenue to City 1,773,946$           410,089$                (1,363,857)$         -76.9%

Processing Costs
Processing per ton rate 51.91$                  89.40$                        37.49$                72.2%

Processing tons 25,967.73             24,337.77                   (1,629.96)             -6.3%

Processing cost 1,510,987.51$       1,637,147.42$             126,159.91          8.3%

Transportation cost -$                     1,044,883.71$             1,044,883.71       

Total Processing Costs 1,510,988$           2,682,031$                  1,171,044$          77.5%

Net Revenue

Net revenue (received after processing) 262,958$              (2,271,942)$           (2,534,901)$         -964.0%

Net revenue per ton 10.13$                  (93.35)$                   (103.48)$              -1021.9%

Avoided Disposal Costs

Landfill costs per ton 47.17$                  48.71$                    1.54$                  3.3%

Landfill costs avoided 1,224,898$           1,185,493$             (39,405)$              -3.2%

Total Benefit

Total Net benefit 1,487,856$      (1,086,450)$     (2,574,306)$         -173.0%

Total Net benefit per ton 57.30$              (44.64)$             (101.94)$              -177.9%

2022 2023 Change % Change

Total cost for recyclables processing, including processing costs and revenues received through the MRF’s 

operating contract until May 31, and processing and transportation through alternative agreements after the fire. 

Recyclables Processing Financials Comparison



Looking Ahead
Recycling for Good Education, Food Waste Reduction

The FEED MKE Project is a 2-year, grant-funded 

effort to coordinate and expand public, private, 

and governmental initiatives to address the 

interconnected issues of food insecurity, waste 

reduction, landfill diversion, and climate change.

DPW and multiple city-wide partners are reinvigorating the 

Recycle for Good education and outreach campaign. Multiple 

strategies will be evaluated and deployed, including forming a 

field staff task force, specialized messaging to lower-volume 

routes, and providing funding opportunities to community 

organizations for recycling education.


