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For more than 20 years, Omar Shaikh has been one of Milwaukee’s leading business owners and community 

leaders. Known for high standards and exceptional service in the hospitality business, Omar leads the modern and 

sophisticated award-winning steakhouse Carnevor. As a well-rounded restaurateur and business operator, Omar 

joined the team that redeveloped downtown Milwaukee’s iconic Grand Avenue property and spearheaded the 

efforts of opening the 3rd St. Market Hall, which has brought energy and activity to an area of the mall and the city 

that was dormant for years. The food hall has become the place to be with creative restaurant operators, fun 

activities and an energy that draws in residents from throughout southeastern Wisconsin. 

Omar remains committed to helping revitalize the historic downtown landmark with a strong focus on 

transformation and creating new experiences west of the Milwaukee River. Outside of hospitality and 

development, he is also a partner in O & B Consulting, and Tuk Tuk Chicago, a short-distance electric cab service. 

Omar Shaikh’s passion for moving Milwaukee forward can be seen through his extensive list of community 

involvement and his leadership in getting major projects accomplished. 

He served as the Board Chair for VISIT Milwaukee for seven years and is one of the leading advocates for 

increasing tourism in southeastern Wisconsin. He is also a member of the Wisconsin Center District board of 

directors and was one of the community leaders who worked tirelessly with state and local officials to develop a 

financing mechanism to move forward the long-awaited $456 million expansion of the city’s convention center. 

The expansion will allow Milwaukee to compete against other major cities for conventions and meetings that will 

bring in millions of dollars for Milwaukee-area hotels, restaurants and retailers. 

Omar was chairman of the Home Crew Coalition, a community group, which played a key role in 2023 in helping 

broker a bipartisan solution through state legislation signed by Gov. Tony Evers to ensure American Family Field 

has the resources it needs to remain one of the best ballparks in all of baseball and to keep major league baseball 

in Wisconsin through 2050. 

In addition, Omar served on the host committee that worked directly in securing the 2024 Republican National 

Convention and is now working with business and community leaders to ensure the largest economic impact 

possible for southeastern Wisconsin businesses from the mega event, which will bring up to 50,000 visitors to 

Milwaukee in July 2024. 

Omar is a strong collaborator with city, civic and business leadership across industries and is dedicated and 

passionate about connecting people and opportunities that support a prosperous, growing Milwaukee. He was 

recently named one of Milwaukee’s top 20 power brokers by the Milwaukee Business Journal. He strongly believes 

in giving back to the community and is chairman of the Milwaukee Kitchen Cabinet, which has put together the 

‘Three Days of Christmas’ initiative for the past several years to provide holiday meals and gifts for non-profit 

groups as well as the Do Good with Food program that raised over $41,000 to benefit Children’s Wisconsin. 



Omar and his wife, Connie, have been leaders in raising money for the area’s nonprofits and community groups, 

serving as co-chairs for several record-breaking fundraisers, including the Harry & Rose Sampson Jewish 

Community Center’s KidShare and Sharp Literacy’s ‘A Novel Event.’ When Omar & Connie aren’t fundraising, they 

open their home to rescued dogs and puppies and are passionate about securing safe and loving homes for dogs 

through a foster care program. 
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MOST RECENT MEDIA  

Milwaukee Business Journal: About 700 Milwaukee leaders celebrate 2024 Women of Influence at Baird Center: Slideshow 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: Downtown businesses fear disruption from RNC protests. They want the demonstration zone moved 

620 WTMJ: Scaffidiology: From the RNC to Wisconsin’s Best Fine Dining with Omar Shaikh – Ep.18 

Milwaukee Business Journal: New Mequon wine distributor starts small with a big league name — Dusty Baker 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: Big League, a new Milwaukee distribution company, launches with Dusty Baker's wines 

Milwaukee Business Journal: Baird Center, RNC plans highlight Power Breakfast discussion with Baird CEO Steve Booth: Slideshow 

Milwaukee Business Journal: What they said: Milwaukee-area executives talk Baird Center expansion 

Milwaukee Record: All things Milwaukee (and baseball) in ‘Top Chef’ Episode 7 

Fox 6: Season 21 of 'Top Chef'; local business owner in latest episode 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: ‘Top Chef: Wisconsin’ Episode 7 recap: The Racing Sausages star at an American Family Field cook-off 

620 WTMJ: “It’s a great lineup and going to be a ton of fun” Christian Yelich’s Charity Concert on the horizon 

MLB.com: 'Top Chef' films at Brewers' ballpark, celebrates local fare 

CBS 58: 'I think we're still in it': Bucks fans staying hopeful as team prepares for Game 5 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: Here's what it's like to be a 'Top Chef' judge, according to 5 Milwaukee chefs and celebs 

Marquette Today: Brewed Ideas Challenge 2024, April 26  

Milwaukee Record: All things Milwaukee in ‘Top Chef’ Episode 3 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: New 3rd Street Market Hall Annex at American Family Field spotlights local restaurants 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: What's new at Milwaukee's American Family Field this Brewers season? 

OnMilwaukee.com: Hoppy hour: 5 takeaways from a beer-filled episode of "Top Chef" in Wisconsin 

Eater.com: Here’s How the Two Remaining Bay Area Chefs Performed in This Week’s ‘Top Chef’ Episode 

TMJ4: Recap: Second episode of Top Chef Season 21 puts the brew in 'Brew City' 

AOL.com: A preview of the new food options at American Family Field this Milwaukee Brewers season 

Milwaukee Record: All things Milwaukee in ‘Top Chef’ Episode 2 

Milwaukee Magazine: ‘Top Chef: Wisconsin’ Episode 2 Recap 

BizTimes: Am Fam Field’s new 3rd Street Market Hall Annex aims to spotlight local restaurateurs, enhance fan experience 

The Cap Times: 'Top Chef Wisconsin' recap Ep. 2: Hop to it in Milwaukee's Miller Caves 

Milwaukee Magazine: A Look at the 3rd Street Market Hall Annex at American Family Field 

Spectrum News 1: 3rd Street Market Hall Annex opens at American Family Field 

Milwaukee Business Journal: American Family Field's new 3rd St. Market Hall annex diversifies ballpark cuisine: Slideshow 

WISN: 3rd Street Market Hall coming to American Family Field 

Fox 6: Season 21 of 'Top Chef' in Wisconsin; Omar Shaikh has details 

Milwaukee Business Journal: Miller High Life beer and bar snacks make up meals in new episode of 'Top Chef' 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: ‘Top Chef: Wisconsin’ Episode 2 recap: Who’s living the high life this week? 

Fox 6: RNC Milwaukee 2024; security zone to impact area 

Milwaukee Business Journal: Milwaukee's top 20 power brokers speak out on top community issue, ways to draw more young execs to city 
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https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2024/06/07/700-leaders-celebrate-women-of-influence.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/real-estate/commercial/2024/06/07/rncs-protest-zone-raises-concern-for-milwaukee-restaurant-bar-owners/74014949007/
https://wtmj.com/news/business/2024/05/24/scaffidiology-from-the-rnc-to-wisconsins-best-fine-dining-with-omar-shaikh-ep-18/
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2024/05/20/wine-distributor-starts-small-big-mlb-name.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/money/business/2024/05/20/big-league-brings-ex-mlb-great-dusty-bakers-wines-to-wisconsin/73616727007/
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2024/05/08/baird-center-rnc-steve-booth-power-breakfast.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2024/05/04/milwaukee-area-executives-baird-center-expansion.html
https://milwaukeerecord.com/food-drink/all-things-milwaukee-and-baseball-in-top-chef-episode-7/
https://www.fox6now.com/news/season-21-of-top-chef-local-business-owner-in-latest-episode
https://www.jsonline.com/story/entertainment/dining/2024/05/01/top-chef-wisconsin-season-21-episode-7-recap-racing-sausages-star-at-ballpark-cook-off/73428901007/
https://wtmj.com/news/2024/05/01/its-a-great-lineup-and-going-to-be-a-ton-of-fun-christian-yelichs-charity-concert-on-the-horizon/
https://www.mlb.com/news/top-chef-films-episode-at-american-family-field
https://cbs58.com/news/i-think-were-still-in-it-bucks-fans-staying-hopeful-as-team-prepares-for-game-5
https://www.jsonline.com/story/entertainment/dining/2024/04/23/milwaukee-chefs-celebs-charlie-berens-share-what-its-like-to-be-a-top-chef-judge/73136597007/
https://today.marquette.edu/2024/04/brewed-ideas-challenge-2024-april-26/
https://milwaukeerecord.com/food-drink/all-things-milwaukee-in-top-chef-episode-3/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/entertainment/dining/2024/04/02/american-family-fields-3rd-street-market-hall-annex-has-local-food/73133861007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/sports/mlb/brewers/2024/04/01/whats-new-at-milwaukees-american-family-field-this-brewers-season/73116976007/
https://onmilwaukee.com/articles/top-chef-wisconsin-recap-miller-beer
https://sf.eater.com/2024/3/28/24113738/top-chef-episode-2-laura-ozyilmaz-rasika-vankatesa
https://www.tmj4.com/news/local-news/recap-second-episode-of-top-chef-season-21-puts-the-brew-in-brew-city
https://www.aol.com/preview-food-options-american-family-232856321.html
https://milwaukeerecord.com/food-drink/all-things-milwaukee-in-top-chef-episode-2/
https://www.milwaukeemag.com/top-chef-wisconsin-episode-2-recap/
https://biztimes.com/am-fam-fields-new-3rd-street-market-hall-annex-aims-to-spotlights-local-restaurateurs-enhance-fan-experience/
https://captimes.com/food-drink/top-chef-wisconsin-recap-ep-2-hop-to-it-in-milwaukees-miller-caves/article_a88a1e2a-eb94-11ee-b4b3-276af495ef17.html
https://www.milwaukeemag.com/a-look-at-the-3rd-street-market-hall-annex-at-american-family-field/
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2024/03/28/milwaukee-brewers-food
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2024/03/28/new-food-hall-diverse-cuisine-brewers-stadium.html
https://www.wisn.com/article/3rd-street-market-hall-american-family-field/60333386
https://www.fox6now.com/news/season-21-of-top-chef-in-wisconsin-omar-shaikh-has-details
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2024/03/27/miller-high-life-beer-bar-snacks-top-chef-meals.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/entertainment/dining/2024/03/27/top-chef-recap-miller-caves-bar-snacks-and-charlie-berens/73118771007/
https://www.fox6now.com/news/rnc-milwaukee-security-zone-impact
https://www.bizjournals.com/milwaukee/news/2024/02/23/learn-much-more-about-milwaukees-top-20-power-bro.html



