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Dear Council Members:
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Assistant City Attorneys

Roberta Bailey submitted a claim for sustained damage to her vehicle. She alleges
that while it was parked in the area of 4714 N 46 Street a large branch from a
City tree fell on it on July 8, 2025 causing damage.

Our investigation revealed that on July 8, 2025, the Forestry Department received
a request for emergency service regarding a tree branch down on a vehicle at 4714
N. 46™ Street. The Forestry crew arrived and found a large tree branch laying
between the curb and sidewalk. The failed branch was alive, and there was no
external evidence of decay at the point of failure.

Reviewing records for this property going back to six years, Forestry found eight
other related service requests. Two were placed for the claim incident. Four
requests for branches down broken in August of 2023, December 2023 (not from
tree in front of 4714), March 2024, and July of 2024. Two were for tree trimming.
The tree in question was last pruned in July of 2024 and scheduled again in 2025.
The tree was inspected each time and determined to be in good health.
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On July 8, 2025, Milwaukee had a rain event throughout the City with winds
peaking at 20 MPH and rain of 0.28 inches of water. Forestry Section received 30
calls for tree damage this day. It is our position that the Forestry Department
followed standard operating procedures in this case, and were not negligent in this
matter. Therefore, we recommend that the claim submitted by Roberta Bailey in
the amount of $7,126.01 be denied.
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