Average score of state’s black students ranks lowest
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The averagareading ability for fourtly
and eighth-grade black students in Wis-
conisin is the lowest of any state, and the
reading achievement gap between black
studenis and white students in Wiscon-
sin continues 1o be the worst in the na-
tion.

Those are among the facts found in a
mass of testing resulis relsased Tuesday
by the U.S. Department of EGueation, the
latest results from a long-standing feder-
al program called the National Asbess-
tmept of Education Progress. Tt is the
o56sL thmg to a natsonmde standard

average in a]lfmzr sets
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Wisco::sin's troubling dispariy

State officials expressed dismay Tuesday at a national report
showing that whites and blacks in Wisconsin are far apartin

reading levels,
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RESULTS | How Wisconsin students did in reading and math - . : :
§_ This chart shows the pementage of Wisconsin students who rafed a "hasic” Bbiil inreading and math,
- : and those who dernonstrated the mare advanced level of pmfcml “Low-micome” students are those
Readin who gualified for free of reduced-price schastiunches. )
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grade math. And compared
with {he last round of testing
twa years ago, the average
scores in Wisconsin were up
in three of those areas,
Eighth-grade reading was the
exception,

Nationwide, overall scores
were up slightly in all four
areas. U8, Secretary of Edu-
caiion Margaret Spellings
sald the new data showed that
the Ne Child Left Behind eda-
cation law was workiug, and
‘eritics said the data didnt
show much at all:

Some declines in elghth
grade reading results, boih
nationally-and in Wisconsin,
brought calls from education
leaders for increased atten-
tion to getting middle school
students to be capable and in-
violved readers. .

But the most dramatic re-
sulis from the standpoint of
Wisconsinites  were  the
achievement gap figures,
fresh evidence of the huge Is-
suesaffecting the lives of Afrd
can-Alnericans in Wisconsin,
issues that inchude rising pov:
erty, 10ss of blue-collar jobs,
high rates of ’ single-parent
and, teen-mother births, and
severe crime.

White fourth-graders in
Wisconsin had an average
reading score of 225 on a scale
of 1 to 500, Black students fzad
an average score of 191 That
23-point gap was two poinis
largey than the gap in Nebras-
ka and thyee points larger
than for Connecticut, the two
states closestto Wisconsinon
this, measure: The national
average for- b ick ‘students

1e8see, with every othet $fate
eomaing in higher. -
For eighth-grade reading,

i

Torigl Progress generally improvedin
2011}5 4nd 2007, axcept when fcame

hart shiows average scores on
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the gap in scores fubr%’ga

sin was 39 points. c}ngan,
at 31 points, wastheoniyothe «
state Over-30. The average

score in Wisconsinfor a blick

. eighth-grader of 231 was five’

poitits lower — 3 wide margin
in these seorves - than thesec-
ond-lowest score, Michigan's
at 236,

For Hispanic students, the
average fourthgrade score in
beconsm g1
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The saine was true for the
_differences between students
who guaiified forfree and re-
“shived-price Tnneh i schoo] -
the peneral definitionof alow-
income student —. and shi-
dents who did not qualify. The
Wisconsin gaps were largs,
but generally in line with na-
tional patterns.
In fourth-grade math, the
b.ack‘whlte g4, was greater
: th

shiaska hada Engver gap

Egghﬁy senalier gap

" Flatonally, tie new results

show shight declines in most

. Thesa figures for fourth-grade
3 {eadmg show changes.inhe

¢ gap since the Aiational t_ests

were gwen in1992. o
mﬁﬁ&tﬂaﬁk gapnamws ~

. hile whrteﬁ;spamc gap
shows e sagmﬁcant change

measwres of achievement gaps. ¢
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fhan Wisconsin— the Distriet

_of Columbia wasn't listed be-

cause i has too few white

- eighth-graders to be calculat-
‘e¢, The average seore Tor

black students in Wisconsin

was slighﬂy highér than the

averages in Nebraska, Micht-
gan, the District of Cniumbla

% and Alabama. .
- This is not the first t;me

Wisconsin has had the largest

black-white gaps in one or.

more of the arveas tested

Much the ssme was frue In

2003 and 2005, the last years in

HOW SCHOOLS CLOSE
THE ACHIEVERENT GAF
§8 Evarvone in the schoof shares
Figh expreciations.

I There is 2 high-quality prnct
nal who is an effective instruc-
tional leater,

# Teachers are experienced and
wark on improving thelr skills.

B “Nathing about teaching and
learing 15 el to chanme”

B Student pregress is assessed
aften, and struggting shedents get
extra attendion.

B The emphasis is on what
stedents are arning. not what
teachers are feaching.

W Teachers have planning tims
andd feel valued.

Dara Hall, Edueation Trust

whick comparable resuits
were released.
Daria Hall, ?ssistant girec-

sin's, - Féstits shoWed Jiftle
1 cha_ngeh :

“Misnesotd clcsed s g’lp
by 10 goints S’ é}gmh grade
- peading) frdin 1898 te 2000
. she said. “In Wisconsin, the
gap mcreaseé hyfovrmmts *

dihz, the #ap i Tex-
as.went-dowsn 14 points over
nine years. In Loulsiana, it
was 1, and in Oklahoma and
Tiewy: ~York, it was 11 Wiscon-

s . 24D MATTOW! only
. thiree poinis. .
“It’s fust a-very strone sig-

. nal to pohcs makers and to’

educators in Wlsconsm that

- we need to gef serous about

supporting kids of: color i the
state, andalotof that hasfode

- with sappeﬂmg MZPS * Hall
oo gald,

“The Bducation Trust had
found that Wiscensiii schiool
distiicts with high minority
entoliments have §3,000 less o
spend per- student than . the
whitest districts in the state,

she said, “so that means that’

we realiy need to look-at how
schools arefunded,” Hall said.
“We've alse done hnalyses

toshow thatin ﬂ-ehxghest mi-

hority ‘schoold in the giate,
there ave far’ more. povice
teachers, teachers with less

than five years of experience. .-

e need 0 el serious abbut
ensuring that kids of color
have at Ieast their fair share of

fhat in. fourth-

guaiified teachers.”

‘Wendell Harris, chairman
of the education committee of
the Milwaukes chapter of the
NAACP, said, “1 know we've
got to do beiter in school,
there's Do question azboul
that”

But, he said, "really, from
my standpoint, {it's) fami-
Ligs. ... We can't keep mak-
ing excuses far parents.”

BHarris said many parents
fve amid diffienit cirown-
stances, but “we have to do
wur best to vy to gef cur chil-
dren educated whatever our
own circwmnstances are.”

He added, “We have to he-
come more wilting to hold ev-
eryone. accountable and mot
just the teacheys.”

Burmaster said the high
and rising level of poverty In
Wisconsin was a big factor be-
hind the geps. She said she
wanted to know whether oth-
er states had the same propo:-
tions of students from low-in-
come homes as Wxsconsm

“It's. m:it . Jast &y ‘achieve-

" ment gap,”she sal “I's an

‘economic gap:, IR a gap in
Thealth I saquahtyofhfe gap.
‘All 'of thase things Tifhience
student achievement.

‘Anidrekopouios has hmeto

‘stress how teachiérsteach and

whiatgoes onin classroois in-
creasingly in his five years as
superintendent of MPS. He
said the key goal of astrategic

“plan for MPS appmved by the

School Board ih Jaly was bet-
ter instruction, and MPS ef
forts in the last couple years
have focused strongly of im-
proving teaching, espéfially
in fow-performing schdols,
Healsosaid hehopeselforts
to -agsure that ihe highest
quality teachers are takmg on
the " most, challenging class-

“rooms will show results, in

part with changes ‘in. how’
teachers are hired and p]aced
that will have to:bepaxt of a

ew contrac:t with th teach—

erg union..

"Ifynuhave qua};ty nstrue.
tion in the classrodm, You're
going o reéucé the gcideve-
ment gap,” Andrekopoulos
said, “Wehavealot morework
to do, there’s no guestion
about that.” o

The national testis giverin
every state to samples of stu-
dents; xegardeé by experis as
statistically - reliable. ~ Both
plibiic and private school sty
denits 1ake part. About 550,000
stiadents naﬂgnvmﬁe took this
vound of tests in early 2007.-
That dncluded afigbasye of:
fouith-graders and abouit 4%
of eighth-graders in Wiscon-
sin, Burthaster said.
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