
1 of 2 
 

 

 

Property 2721 N. Lake Drive    N. Lake Drive HD    
Description of work South Slider: 

Replace slider patio door with reclaimed brick taken from north side of house and casement windows mimicking 
previously-approved style.  
 
For all North side improvements - there is not enough original brick available to reclaim for this part of the 
project: 
 
North Slider: 
Replace North slider patio door with new brick as close to original as can be located and casement windows. 
 
North "Rock Garden" windows: 
Eliminate windows and brick with new brick as close to original as can be located. 
 
North Skylight: 
Remove skylight and re-roof with single-ply EPDM membrane. 
 
North Vents: 
If necessary, remove existing vents and replace with new brick as close to original as can be located.  New vents 
of similar size and type will be installed in locations to be determined. 
 
See attached documents for additional details including required window specifications. 

Date issued 3/5/2025 
 
 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission/841 N Broadway/Milwaukee, WI 53202/phone 414-286-5712 
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Under the provisions of Section 320-21 (11) and (12) of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances, the Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission has granted a 
certificate of appropriateness for the work listed above.  The work was found to be consistent with preservation guidelines.  The following conditions apply to 
this certificate of appropriateness:   
 

1. New mortar must match the original mortar in terms of color, texture, grain size, joint width, and joint finish/profile. The compressive strength 
of the repointing mortar shall be equal or less than the compressive strength of the original mortar and surrounding brick or stone. The 
replacement mortar shall contain approximately the same ingredient proportions of the original mortar. Mortar that is too hard is subject to 
premature failure and could damage the masonry. See the city’s books As Good As New or Good for Business, Masonry Chapters, for more 
information. In most cases, this means a lime mortar with natural hydraulic cement rather than Portland cement.  

2. No joint of a width less than 3/8” may be cleaned of damaged/decomposed mortar with power disc grinders. No over-cutting of the joints is 
permitted. Remove decomposed mortar back into the wall 2.5 times the height of the joint before repointing.  

3. When installing new flashing at a masonry feature, the flashing must be stepped or cut into the mortar joints. The bricks may not be cut to install 
flashing at an angle.  

4. New brick/stone/terra cotta must match as closely as possible the color texture, size, and finish of the original.   
 
All work must be done in a craftsman-like manner. Staff must approve any changes or additions to this certificate before work begins. Work that is not completed 
in accordance with this certificate may be subject to correction orders or citations.  If you require technical assistance, please contact Historic Preservation staff 
as follows:  Phone: (414) 286-5712 E-mail: hpc@milwaukee.gov. 

 
Permits and timeline 
You are responsible for determining if permits are required and obtaining them prior to commencing work. Consult the Development Center on the web or by 
telephone for details www.milwaukee.gov/lms (414) 286-8210. If permits are not required, work must be completed within one year of the date this certificate 
was issued. If permits are required, permits must be obtained within one year of the date this certificate was issued.  

   

 

  
 
City of Milwaukee Preservation Staff 

 

http://www.milwaukee.gov/lms
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The rear of the house appears to have originally had 3 garage 
bays.  The third, seen here with a door, was removed at some 
unknown time and turned into a back hall and powder room.   

To the right of that bay is the south sliding door we are seeking 
approval for, clearly from a modern but unknown time.  It is 
single pane and is does not close properly and leaks cold air. 

The design of the back door with divided panes was previously 
approved by the HPC based upon the original doors we found 
in the garage.   

No other original windows or doors for this rear part of the 
house/garage exist.  All have been replaced in some fashion. 



JACOBS:  2721 N. LAKE DRIVE:  South Side:  Replacing South Sliding Door 
 

                     
  

South Sliding Door: 

Proposed alteration:   

 Remove the existing slider 
 Half-height masonry using original bricks taken (and replaced with similar) from the north side of the house. 
 2 divided-light casement windows, mimicking the detail of the back door.   



 
JACOBS:  2721 N. LAKE DRIVE:  North Side:  Replacing North Sliding Door: 
 

 
 

 

As can be seen from this photo – there are at least 3 
different kinds of brick on this side of the house of varying 
colors.  It is unclear whether there had been an opening 
of any sort at this location prior to the installation of the 
slider.   

There are simply not enough bricks that can be reclaimed 
from another location to try to use original bricks.  We will 
try to use bricks that match original, but they are no 
longer made and, by definition, will be slightly different. 

The photograph below shows the very narrow path 
between the house and the neighbor’s wall.   

Nothing on this side (north) of the house is visible from 
the street.  Neighbors cannot see this side because of the 
massive wall. 

Proposed alteration:   

 Remove the existing slider 
 Half-height masonry using bricks of a similar 

color/size to existing. 
 2 divided-light casement windows, again 

mimicking the detail of the back door 

If required, the existing 2 vent locations seen in the 
photograph (stove & oven) will be filled in with bricks and 
moved as required to vent the stove/ovens.  It is hoped 
(but cannot yet be confirmed) that the existing outlets 
may be used.  If they need to be moved, the vents will be 
of approximately the same size. 



JACOBS:  2721 N. LAKE DRIVE:  North Side:  Rock Garden fill-in: 

     

This is immediately to the west of the North Sliding Door.  It is totally unclear what this area originally was.  It may have been a back door entry to 
the kitchen, but that it just a hypothesis.  On the interior, it is currently a rather odd “rock garden.”  Clearly not original to the house.  As with the 
North slider, this is not visible from the street (or by neighbors).  As can be seen from the interior photograph, the windows are compromised. 

Again, on the exterior, the many different bricks can be seen here as well.  There is no way to “match” or use original bricks for fill in. 

Not seen in the exterior photo is the skylight above this area but it is visible on the interior photograph.  It is at end of life. 

Proposed alteration:   

 Remove the existing windows 
 Both windows will be filled in completely with bricks of a similar color/size to existing.   
 There will not be windows replaced here. 
 Remove the skylight and replace with proper roof structure and single-ply EPDM membrane 






