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April 6, 2001

Assistant City Attomeys

The Honorable Common Council
of the City of Milwaukee
Room 205, City Hall

Re:  Settlement in the Lawsuit Entitled
Cornehls, et al. v. City of Milwaukee, et al.
File No. 001716; Case No. 99-CV-003213

Dear Council Members:

Enclosed please find a proposed substitute resolution. We ask that this matter be referred
to the Committee on Judiciary and Legislation, with the following comment.

The plaintiff, Frederica Cornehls, through her attorneys, Warshafsky, Rotter, Tarnoff &
Block, S.C., filed a lawsuit alleging that Ms. Cornehls was injured as a result of the negligent
operation of a City street sweeper. It appears, in particular, that Ms. Cornehls at some time
shortly after 2:00 a.m. on June 10, 1998 ended up sitting on the curb of East Brady Street near
the intersection with North Astor Street. Earlier in the evening, Ms. Cornehls had apparently
consumed a considerable amount of alcohol, as her subsequent blood test at the hospital revealed
an alcohol content of 0.237 at 3:45 a.m. '

- The sweeper rode over Ms. Cornehls, and severely injured her right arm and right leg
with its rotating metal bristles. The operator stopped the machine when he saw Ms. Cornehls’
face as he was looking straight down from the cab of the sweeper.




Common Council
April 6, 2001 . !
Page Two

We have previously filed a motion for summary judgment in this case, contending that
Ms. Cornehls was more negligent as a matter of law than the sweeper operator and that liability
in this case was limited to $50,000, rather than the higher liability limit for motor vehicles of
$250,000. The trial court denied both of our motions, noting in part that he believed personally
that the operator should have discerned that the object was a human being rather than a bag of
garbage. In opposing the motion, the plaintiffs noted in part that the sweeper operator had been
working for 20 of the 28 hours immediately preceding the accident. As of November 1, 2000,
Ms. Cornehls’ medical expenses which were then continuing exceeded $287,000 and she
claimed a wage loss as of that date of more than $44,000.

While this is a very close call, we believe that ii is in the City’s best interest to agree to
settle this matter for $60,000. We have enclosed an appropriate amended resolution for your
convenience.

Very truly yours,

NT E
City Attorney
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JAN A. SMOKOWICZ
Assistant City Attorney
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