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Lee, Chris

From: Brostoff, Jonathan
Sent: Thursday, May 2, 2024 8:32 PM
To: Valerie L
Cc: Lee, Chris; Jackson, Benjamin (CC)
Subject: Re: Objection to rezoning property in Menomonee Valley from industrial-commercial 

to residential

Thank you, noted.  

In service, 
 
 
Jonathan Brostoff 
Alderperson District 3 
City of Milwaukee 
200 E. Wells St. Room 205 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 286-3765 
Facebook Twitter 
 
 
 

On May 2, 2024, at 16:40, Valerie L <vlangston2330@gmail.com> wrote: 

 
The building at 324 North 15th Street and 1357-1439 West St. Paul Avenue has been vacant for 
nearly 40 years. A developer has proposed rezoning it from industrial-commercial to allow it to 
be developed as 45 units of housing.   
 
I stand with the Menomonee Valley Partners who are trying to protect the 'Industrial Land in the 
Valley from Residential Conversion". 
 
Please record my objection to this parcel of land being zoned for residential use near chemical 
manufacturers and other such businesses in the Valley. 
 
Thanks for your attention. 
 
Ms Valerie Langston  
201 N 36th Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53208 











 May 29, 2024 

 Zoning and Neighborhood Development Committee 
 City Hall 
 220 North Wells Street 
 Milwaukee, WI 53202 

 Dear Chairman and Alders of the Zoning, Neighborhoods and Development Committee, 

 On behalf of the Milwaukee Harbor District and BID 51, I am writing to express our firm 
 opposition to the current proposal to rezone a property on St. Paul Avenue for 
 residential purposes. This decision directly contradicts the collaborative efforts 
 undertaken by the Industrial Business Improvement Districts and the city to determine 
 the future of industrial land, crucial for preserving essential spaces for industrial uses 
 ranging from small makers to large manufacturers. 

 Our collective involvement in the Milwaukee Industrial Land Analysis, which engaged 
 businesses, employees, residents, workforce agencies, and various stakeholders, 
 resulted in the clear adoption of city policy: the preservation of existing industrial land to 
 ensure the availability of spaces for manufacturing in close proximity to our workforce. 
 These manufacturing entities not only provide jobs but also opportunities for skill 
 development and advancement across all levels. As our city expands, the demand for 
 such employment opportunities will only increase. Thus, displacing manufacturing and 
 industrial businesses in favor of housing when there are significant opportunities in 
 adjacent neighborhoods would have detrimental long-term consequences for our 
 community. 

 Planning processes are deeply rooted in community input and consensus-building 
 efforts that span across decades, reflecting the collective aspirations and needs of 
 residents, businesses, and stakeholders. These deliberations result in carefully crafted 
 policies and zoning regulations aimed at fostering sustainable growth, preserving 
 unique land opportunities, and enhancing quality of life. It is imperative to uphold the 
 integrity of these long-standing planning frameworks, which serve as guiding principles 
 for responsible development. Reconsidering such plans solely to accommodate the 



 interests of a single developer undermines extensive community engagement and 
 compromises the integrity of the decision-making process. Sustainable development 
 should prioritize the long-term well-being of the community over short-term gains, 
 ensuring that the vision for the city remains steadfast and resilient in the face of evolving 
 challenges and opportunities. 

 Therefore, we urge you to prioritize the broader perspective and the long-term needs of 
 our city over the interests of a solitary development project. 

 Sincerely, 

 Tia Torhorst 
 CEO 
 Milwaukee Harbor District and BID 51 



 

June 4, 2024 

Zoning and Neighborhood Development Committee                       
Milwaukee City Hall                                
200 E. Wells St.                            
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

RE: File No.231461: Proposed Rezoning of Properties at 324 N 15th Street and 1439 W St. Paul Ave. 

Dear Members of the Zoning and Neighborhood Development Committee, 

On behalf of the East Capitol Business Improvement District 25 ((BID 25) formerly Riverworks BID)), I am writing 
in support of Menomonee Valley Partners and the Menomonee Valley Business Improvement District and their 
opposition to the proposed rezoning of the properties at 324 N 15th Street and 1439 W St. Paul Avenue. 

The Valley 2.0 Plan, the comprehensive land use plan for the Valley, engaged all districts bordering the Valley. In 
focus groups with neighborhood leaders, businesses, and organizations, there was resounding agreement that the 
Valley best serves our residents as a job center and place of recreation. 

Milwaukee is fortunate to have a thriving industrial corridor providing family-sustaining jobs in the heart of the city. 
The Valley 2.0 Plan recognized the potential for conflicts between industrial businesses and residential 
developments and, with that conflict in mind, the plan and subsequent zoning ordinances expressly prohibited 
residential uses. The plan instead recognized the Valley’s immediate adjacency to neighborhoods with new and 
existing opportunities for residential developments serving Valley employees. These neighborhoods have the 
infrastructure that healthy residential neighborhoods rely on, and that the Valley does not provide, including public 
transit, grocery stores, laundromats, daycares, and schools. 

This is the promise that well-considered land use planning provides our City: the ability to leverage the strengths of 
one neighborhood to support the growth and strengths of others. 

Major deviations from comprehensive plans are undertaken only after significant public input, due diligence, and 
thorough weighing of the factors leading to deviations from the plans. We join MVP and its supporters in the request 
that decisions involving a major deviation from the adopted land use plans appropriately weigh the impacts on 
environmental justice, public health, business, and community concerns. This decision has the potential to set a 
precedent that could be felt throughout the City, upsetting the well-established and iterative process that help shape 
our neighborhoods. 

Sincerely, 

Willie Karidis 

Willie Karidis, Executive Director                 
East Capitol Business Improvement District #25 


