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File #010474 is a resolution relative to the application for a Books on the Go: Outreach to Milwaukee
Preschoolers Grant by the Milwaukee Public Library.

Background and Discussion

1. This resolution authorizes the Milwaukee Public Library (MPL) to apply for a Books on the Go:
Outreach to Milwaukee Preschoolers Grant from the State of Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction. The purpose of the project is to provide outreach services to preschoolers living in poverty
and cared for in daycare settings. This is a continuation grant.

2. The grant supports the city-wide strategic goals to foster and focus on the educational needs of children,
to improve the literacy rate and expand services to youth and single parent households. It also supports
MPL’s objectives to provide materials and services for Milwaukee citizens, expand and diversify the
collection for the target audience and utilize marketing techniques for library promotion.

3. The program includes contacts and visits to daycare centers, delivering “Books To Go” backpacks,
facilitating library card distribution and scheduling follow-up visits to neighborhood libraries.

4. MPL collaborates with Wisconsin Early Childcare Association (WECA) and other support groups to
provide educational opportunities for childcare providers in the use of the library and its resources for
the benefit of the children. The in-service programs, workshops and conferences, called Super Saturday,
are offered monthly through the grant. An advisory committee of representatives from MPL, MPS, the
Marquette University Parenting Center, WEC A and Coordinated Childcare (4 C’s), Hmong Educational
Advancements as well as parents and childcare providers continues to plan and implement the activities.

5. With the 2001 grant, all childcare providers and centers will be invited to participate and encouraged to
use library resources. During the first 6 months of the 2001 grant, the activities have included:

- Total children served 2,295 - Books2Go Library cards 169
- Adults served 716 - Backpacks issued 214
al children served 2,295 - Books2Go Library cards 169

- Adults served 716 - Backpacks issued 214
- Childcare sites visited 62 - Library books checked-out 4,594

on Books2Go cards

6. In the next 6 months, the Library will be reaching English as a Second Language childcare providers,
specifically the Spanishand Hmong speaking. Foreign language interpreters are used in assistance with
the Books2Go Spanish hotline.

In 2002, the third year of the grant, MPL will incorporate the outreach activities into the day-to-day
library services.

Fiscal I mpact
1. The grant for the Books On The Go: Outreach to Milwaukee Preschoolers is $73,900. The funding
amount may change since this is an application for the grant.

2. The grant period is from January 1, 2002 through December 31, 2002.
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