Equity
Impact
Statement

1. Describe the proposed ordinance or resolution. File number:

210534

This resolution directs the Department of City Development to create a business cooperative grant
program and allocates $15,000,000 of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant funding for that
purpose.

2. Identify the anticipated equity impacts, if any, of
this proposal.

This grant is modeled after Cleveland's Evergreen Cooperatives, wherein residents of low-income
neighborhoods earn an ownership stake as they create thriving businesses. The goal is for the
business cooperatives to play a transformational role in building vibrant neighborhoods and
empower residents of low-income neighborhoods to find jobs, build stability, and buy homes.

3. Identify which minority groups, if any, may be
negatively or positively impacted by the proposal.

In Milwaukee, some of the most economically-challenged ZIP codes are 53206 (94% Black), 53205
(77% Black), 53208 (51% Black), 53210 (74% Black), and 53212 (49% Black). Historically,
neighborhoods in these ZIP codes experienced a drain on the vibrancy of their locally-owned
businesses. This grant is aimed at improving conditions in low-income neighborhoods, many of
which are in the above ZIP codes, and many of which have a high percentage of minority residents.
Accordingly, this grant is aimed at positively impacting those minority groups.

PAGE 1 OF 2

Milwaukee City Hall + Room 205 - 200 East Wells Street - Milwaukee, WI 53202


lrbleg6
Underline
210534


Equity
Impact
Statement

4. Describe any engagement efforts with minority
communities potentially impacted by the proposal.

The Department of City Development is directed to create a business cooperative based on the
Evergreen Cooperative. The Department will work with local businesses, which are expected to
conduct outreach to residents of the low-income neighborhood communities.

5. Describe how any anticipated equity impacts of the
proposal will be documented or evaluated.

The Department of City Development will track expenditure of grant funds and demographics of
participants.

6. Describe strategies that will be used, if any, to
mitigate any anticipated equity impacts.

Equity impacts are expected to improve conditions for minority groups. Accordingly, no negative
equity impacts are anticipated.

Name:
Signature:

Date:
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