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NARRATIVE

TO: City of Milwaukee Plan Commission

FROM: Pat Kressin, PLA, LEED AP & Steve Fisco, PE
DATE: June 12, 2023

SUBJECT: MKE Dog Park Riverwalk SPROZ

Overview:

The MKE Dog Park will be providing a much-needed service to Downtown Milwaukee. It will
consist of two open dog run areas directly below the 1-794 freeway overpass and adjacent to the
Milwaukee River. The area within the dog park will be covered with synthetic pet turf and will
consist of a 3,500 sf small dog run and 18,100 sf large dog run. Dogs and owners will be able to
access the dog run areas through a gated vestibule and each will be surrounded by a 5-foot black
ornamental metal fence. Other areas will have decorative cedar fencing, while areas around the
existing We Energies equipment will receive nonflammable” exterior panels such as iron coated
fencing or a composite material. The large dog run area has the ability to have a portion of the
space sectioned off to special events, while still allowing the majority of the dog park to remain
open to the public. As such a secondary locked gate to the large dog run area will be located
along the riverwalk to allow for separate entry. This secondary gate will only be used when the
large dog run area hosting an event. Other amenities within the park include human/dog drinking
fountains, benches, lighting and trash receptacles.

The project extends the Riverwalk system across West Clybourn Street from the north with a 12’
wide pathway between the dog park and the recently proposed Foxtown Landing to the south.
Within the 50’ overlay, the site has a 12’ concrete pathway, I-794 bridge piers, synthetic turf dog
run area, existing utility steam utility structure with nonflammable screening, benches, bio-swale,
riprap slope stabilization, pathway lighting, and other landscaping features.

Detailed Project/Use Description:

Background
A non-profit coalition lead by Milwaukee Downtown, Business Improvement District #21 (BID #21)

and Historic Third Ward Business Improvement District #2 (BID #2) has been leading efforts to
transform blighted, underutilized, and often forgotten about locations under I-794 into public
amenities for several years. The organizations have proven success through numerous projects
including new public art in the Jefferson Street pedestrian tunnel, an improved Pompeii Square,
and “Brighten the Passage” which established new lighting, landscaping, and public art along the
Broadway and Water Street corridors. Riverwalk Commons was also implemented along under I-
794 on the east side of the Milwaukee River revitalizing vacant spaces into public pickleball
courts, and a programmable area used by community groups for various events.
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Public Dog Park & Riverwalk Connections at 103 W. Clybourn Street

The BID #2 and BID #21 coalition is now responding to the community need for the downtown
area’s first public, off-leash dog park. Through a variety of analyses and surveys, it is clear that
the downtown Milwaukee area is outperformed by other communities in pet friendly amenities that
promote urban livability. To fill this gap and enhance quality of life, the BID-led coalition
assembled several other non-profit, government and private sector partners to fundraise to
development and manage downtown’s first publicly accessible dog park on a vacant, blighted site
partially under I-794 along Plankinton Avenue and the west side of the Milwaukee River.

Given the locations adjacency to the Milwaukee River, the project team is also committed to
providing another community amenity — the continuation of the publicly assessable Riverwalk
across the parcel’s river frontage.

In addition to installing the approximately 200-foot Riverwalk segment with a connection to the
existing pedestrian network, the dog park will be the premier facility of its kind in the region
featuring separately fenced small and large dog areas, synthetic pet turf, additional lighting, water
stations, expansive shaded areas, public art, and more.

Overall District Redevelopment

The MKE Dog Park and Foxtown Landing would cohesively reinvent one of the last remaining
sections of land along the Milwaukee River frontage into the Dog District which will contribute to
the City of Milwaukee’s property tax, create new jobs, and complete an approximately 400 foot
segment of public Riverwalk that is tied into the existing pedestrian network. The overall site is
approximately 1.4 acres of highly visible, but difficult to develop land that after decades has found
the appropriate

public, private, and

non-profit partners to

deliver a

transformative

project.

The dog park and the

taproom sites will

share the overall

patio space that is

planned for this alley

area. Both sides of

the SPROZ limits will

receive pavers.
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Alleyway Use Description

The private alleyway will not provide for public vehicular access and/or parking. Its primary use
is for pedestrian circulation between the MKE Dog Park and Foxtown Landing. Secondarily, it
provides limited access for authorized vehicles only that are specifically servicing the dog park
and Foxtown Landing.

Primary Use - Pedestrian Plaza

The alleyway, constructed of pavers, will serve primarily as a pedestrian plaza that blends the
MKE Dog Park and Foxtown Landing developments. Occasionally, the plaza area will serve as a
space for activations, community programming and pop-up events that leverage the adjacency
to the MKE Dog Park. When community programs and events are taking place, the limited
authorized vehicular access will not be allowed to avoid conflicts.

Two sets of movable planters will be used to close the alleyway to public vehicular travel. Two
additional movable planter sets will be used to buffer the eastern edge from service vehicles
and the Riverwalk

Secondary Use — Limited Access for Authorized Vehicles/Users Only

In addition to serving as a pedestrian plaza area, the alleyway will be a slow-traffic, shared
environment to provide access for operations and maintenance of the dog park facility and
Foxtown Landing. The limited vehicles that may use this access point may be service vehicles
for:

Garbage collection

Schedule landscape maintenance

Snow removal

Emergency vehicle

e WE Energies and Wisconsin Department of Transportation access for scheduled
inspections

e Foxtown Landing delivery vehicles accessing the loading area

It is anticipated that the alleyway will largely be unoccupied with vehicles, except as needed to
provide a safe, off-street location for maintenance and deliver vehicles to accomplish their
respective tasks.

Landscape Design:

The landscaping for the Riverwalk located along the MKE Dog Park will provide year-round visual
interest by using a wide variety of native trees, shrubs, perennials, and ornamental grasses. The
Milwaukee River will be buffered from the Riverwalk with riparian plantings and two bio-swales
that will help to clean stormwater runoff prior to entering the waterway. The largest area of
plantings will occur on the north side of the property where the topography climbs rapidly to meet
the W Clybourn St bridge. An aspen groove and shrub/perennial understory will be well suited for
this area, helping to stabilize the hillside while providing the upright and narrow tree form that is
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needed in close proximity to the I-794 overpass. The I-794 piers require a 10’ setback which
forces a fence jog in this location. WisDOT uses the approximately 10' required setback to allow
for infrastructure inspection. In addition to the plantings, large granite boulders and rip-rap stone
will assist in stabilizing the heavily planted edge condition, while adding a unique visual attribute
to the overall project aesthetic.

Materials:
1. Riverwalk — 12’ concrete pathway with 3’x6’ jointed panels.
2. Rip Rap Slope Stabilization — Granite Boulders
3. K-9 Pet Turf — Dog Run
4. Utility Screening — Treated Cedar or metallic fencing
5. Concrete Pavers — Custom Blend Hollandstone
6. Benches — Generation 50
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Appendix A — Proposed Materials

Concrete Pavers in Programmable Space and former Alley
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Cedar Fence — 1 for WE Energies Utility Enclosure (non-flamable)

Cedar Fence — 2 for WE Energies Utility Enclosure (non-flamable)
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Alternative non-combustible & termite proof Fence

around We Energies Equipment
https://www.berridge.com/products/fencing-and-enclosures/architectural-privacy-fence

Example Gates
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/ironcraft-fences-euro-steel-fence-gate-with-hardware-6-ft-x-4-ft-
838953-1606407?cid=Shopping-Google-Product-
1606407&gclid=CjOKCQjwjryjBhDOARISAMLVNF99L5kTDpTthwyR61IJRNDcJvM04e2BNCFOeUigeXc262hSFhcOEQ
uAaAvizEALwW wcB
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https://www.berridge.com/products/fencing-and-enclosures/architectural-privacy-fence
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/ironcraft-fences-euro-steel-fence-gate-with-hardware-6-ft-x-4-ft-838953-1606407?cid=Shopping-Google-Product-1606407&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjryjBhD0ARIsAMLvnF99L5kTDpTthwyR61JRNDcJvM04e2BNCF0eUigeXc262hSFhcOE0uAaAvjzEALw_wcB
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/ironcraft-fences-euro-steel-fence-gate-with-hardware-6-ft-x-4-ft-838953-1606407?cid=Shopping-Google-Product-1606407&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjryjBhD0ARIsAMLvnF99L5kTDpTthwyR61JRNDcJvM04e2BNCF0eUigeXc262hSFhcOE0uAaAvjzEALw_wcB
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/ironcraft-fences-euro-steel-fence-gate-with-hardware-6-ft-x-4-ft-838953-1606407?cid=Shopping-Google-Product-1606407&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjryjBhD0ARIsAMLvnF99L5kTDpTthwyR61JRNDcJvM04e2BNCF0eUigeXc262hSFhcOE0uAaAvjzEALw_wcB
https://www.tractorsupply.com/tsc/product/ironcraft-fences-euro-steel-fence-gate-with-hardware-6-ft-x-4-ft-838953-1606407?cid=Shopping-Google-Product-1606407&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjryjBhD0ARIsAMLvnF99L5kTDpTthwyR61JRNDcJvM04e2BNCF0eUigeXc262hSFhcOE0uAaAvjzEALw_wcB

Synthetic pet turf

Typical bio-swale & boulders (shown Drexel Town square)
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Benches
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Waste Receptacles
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Overhead lighting (mount to 1-794 piers or girders)

MKE Dog Park, Milwaukee, WI -11- 6/1/2023

2022-0377.00



Overhead lighting (mount to 1-794 piers or girders)

<—— photo example: light fixture at Water Street & Broadway
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Overhead lighting (mount to 1-794 piers or girders)
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Appendix B — Existing Site & Surrounding Area Photos

Plankinton Ave. - Pointed South (west side Dog Park)

We Energies Equipment to protect with fence
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Intersection of Plankinton and Clybourn - Pointed East

Internal Dog Park location, looking NE at rivers edge, area to receive boulders
(Under 794)
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Looking South along Riverwalk area, where trail would be located
(between waters edge and east side of Dog Park)
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