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A round peg sometimes does fit in a square hole

) Posted: Jan. 21, 2687
Washington
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a::: ce T Inserting a tall building into a neighborhood of mostly two- to six-s

ene R i buildings is a recipe for confiict. Where some see revitalization and
Wisconsin axpanded tax base, others see architectural Armageddon: loss of h
State Poiitics scale, more traffic and parking headaches, dark shadows on the st
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. What if it re-energizes a sagging business district and contributes t
Obituarias Whitney Gould long-term heaith of a neighborhcod?
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So goes the clash of values playing out in developer Boris Gokhman's plans to underwrite a
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p for the troubled Downer Ave. shopping area with a condo and boutique hotel just behind it,
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Gokhman acquired those properties, and most of the shopping district, last year from real &
Brewers/MLB A
investor Dan Katz.
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 Basketsa shop on Downer.) :
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Freps Enterprises started out as an 11-story, 9i-
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Then the designers, Workshop Architects,

reconfigured it for 84 units and again for 75,

Sl too tall, the oritics groused. "No 13-
story conde” signs sprovted Hke dandelons
on front lawns.

But wail 3 minute. There's a S-story
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Columbia St. Mary's hospital will be the
equivalent of 15 stories.
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Movies if it's well-designed, with friendly gestures
Music to the street, an occasional tall building in a
Arts iow- to mid-rise nelghborhood can actually
) . anhance a sense of place, not hurt it
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Catendars A good example' is the Lodgewocd
More apartment building, 1121 N. Waverly Place -

13 stories of International Styie bucyance
from 1954 that helps us reappreciate the
petite 19th century buildings nearby.
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Gokhman's proposed condo building were ©

+ Reai Estate Wauwatosa, Wi actually quite engaging, with curves and
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rocd/Cooking for Downer Ave
?er'-:fm?' The latest version, which Workshop drew up

echnology last week, is aiso appealing.
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story section at the corner and 2 narrower, 11-story portion f
north, which would bridge an ailey and extend gver toward D¢
but be set back from that street by about 64 feet.
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All told, there would be 50 condos and B0 hotel rooms, with p

The revenue from the condo/hotel would help rejuvenate Dow
shopping district, where deteriorating brick, peeling paint, watl
damage, crumbling windows and cther problems bespesk yea
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obs @ MIS .| the survival of several long-time businesses.
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fournat Senting! Trat‘%‘c is not a problem here; if anvthing, the strest needs more traffic - especially the pade
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Among the stanned improvements: planter beds, henches and addifionsl strestscaping; fage
repairs; rehovation of the lang-vacant upper two floors of the Schwariz book store for medi

..... -offices; construction of 3 cosmetic surgery office st the comer of Downer and E, Park Piage,
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I agree. The defaull position here - a sterile obsession over building heght,
to be - s a2 Formude Tor decsy.

an Associated Bank branch now sits; and relocation of the bank to & city-owned parking ot
south, with the addition of more retail space there. Parking would all be internal.
evisad, $540 million plan "a real step .
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And while some of the criticism of the project has been constructive, some of it {inciuding tt
retaliation against shop owners who support the plan) has been downright nasty, even thug

As for fears that the project will usher in a fiocd of high rises, 1 see no persuasive evidence,
Mike D'Amato, who represents the area, notes that the city in recent years has actually incr
the amount of single-family zoning on the east side,

Gokhman deserves praise for the way he has integrated new construction with preservation,
engaging some of the city's most innovative young architects,

Chief among them is Scott Kindness, who, like Gokhman, lives in the neighborhood and whc
passion for urbane, thoughtiul design is contagious.

The city needs to reward that passion, not duli it and dumb it down.
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