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1220 West Vliet Street
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Edward Schuster & Co.
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Edward Schuster & Co.
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Edward Schuster & Co.
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Edward Schuster & Co.
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Twelfth Street Store
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Twelfth Street Store

• 1910 – Brust & Philipps, architects

• 1923 addition - Brust & Philipps, 

architects 

• 1937 - Store modernized

• 1961 – Store closed

• 1963 – Purchased by Milwaukee 

County Department of Welfare

• 2003 – Renamed Marcia P. Coggs 

Human Services Center 
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Brust & Philipp

• Peter Brust (1869-1946)

• Richard Phillip (1874-1959)

• Started with Ferry & Clas, 1890s

• Brust & Phillip, 1906-1926

• Revival styles, Neoclassical, Tudor

St. Joseph Convent & 

Chapel, 1914-1917
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Brust & Philipp

William Luick House, 1925

Gallun House, 1914

Mitchell Street Schuster’s, 1914



 f-5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristic of 
an architectural type or specimen.

• High integrity example of simplified Beaux Arts style applied to 
department store.

 f-6. Its identification as the work of an artist, architect, 
craftsman or master builder whose individual works 
have influenced the development of the city.

• Brust & Phillip “one of the most important architectural firms 
practicing in Wisconsin in the first quarter of the twentieth 
century.” 
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 f-9. Its unique location as a singular physical characteristic 

which represents an established and familiar visual feature 

of a neighborhood, community or the city. 

• For decades, Schuster’s supplied Milwaukeeans with a variety of 

household goods and clothing. Since the 1960s, the building has 

provided a large variety of social services for Milwaukee County 

residents.
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Staff recommends that the Schuster 

Department Store be given permanent 

historic designation as a City of Milwaukee 

Historic Site as a result of its fulfillment of 

criteria  f-5, f-6, and f-9 of the Historic 

Preservation Ordinance, Section 320-21(3)  

of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.


