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Chazlotte Rodriguez - iAppeal of City Attorney Langley Rejection of claim for catalytic
_+ converter destruction .

From: Donald F Thielke <don.thielke@juno.com>

To: <crodri@ci.mil.wi.us>, <mpratt@ci.mil.wi.us>

Date: 9/12/01 8:16 PM

Subject: Appeal of City Attorney Langley Rejection of claim for catalytic converter destruction

CC: <don.thielke@juno.com>

Dear City Clerk R. Leonhardt:

On August 27, 2001, City Attorney Grant Langley wrote a letter to
me saying that his office denied my claim for recompense for destruction
of my catalytic converter costing $325.80 to repair as a result of
hitting a pothole on W. Glendale Ave. and N. 47th Street on June 29, =53
2001. The investigative report to Mr. Langley cites a complaint made on 7 o B
June 5 to the Infrastructure Services Division about potholes on Glendale , :’;.
Ave. at N. 47th Street, which were then patched on June 6, according to
the Division's records. '

and action regarding the pothole problem I encountered. I confess that I
am no aware of a complaint on June 5 resulting in repair of potholes at

N. 47th Street. For health reasons related to open heart surgery in % =
March, 1995, I walk through Wahl Park almost all early momings, weather O ed
permitting, and cross at 47th Street walking south to Lincoln Creek on 2

47th Street. I have never noticed any potholes there; but on the bridge

over Wahl Creek many small potholes appear due to snowplowing each spring

that are usually repaired. I do not recall any other potholes at 47th

Street and Glendale this year.

—
So
| <
I think that there has been a misunderstanding of the chronology ') r‘;
o
=3
>

The chronology of events in this incident occurred in the
following sequence as I experienced them:

1] On June 29, I was returning in the middle of the morning from
an outpatient visit to my doctor at Aurora Health Clinic West at 92 and
- Capitol Drive along Lincoln Creek Parkway Drive and then west on
Glendale. A few feet west of N, 46th Street and Glendale my car struck a
large pothole and several smaller ones, resulting in the destruction of
my catalytic converter, which had to be replaced.

2] On July 3, I contacted my alderman Marvin Pratt, president of
the Comron Council, and asked him to please try to get that pothole and
several others there repaired and how to file a claim. The potholes were

repaired a day or so later and he sent me a sheet of instructions on how ' & Py :
to file a claim for damages, which a I then did on Sept. 7 in a letter to =~ o
City Clerk Leonhardt. ' . <o L ~
R S ‘”» 0 o %
g M.
3] On Sept. 8, I sent an email to Ald. Pratt telling him the S\\ Py I
potholes had been repaired a few days earlier and thanked him for his : ey Dz
help. : E = ~e
~ RSy
4] My claim, as mentioned above, was subsequently rejected by the ' S =
City Attorney. 5_*3 Ea

5] After considerable thought, I finally decided to file an
appeal to that decision rejecting my claim because all of these events
occurred to me in the course of this episode. True, I have no inkling of
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the mgmﬁcance of the findirigs of Investlgator Adjuster Steven M.
other than the matter of repairing numerous small potholes on the
ndge crossing Wahl Creek on Glendale between 47th and 46th Streets,
which to my memory happens every spring in my experience.

I would appreciate your giving consideration to this appeal of
mine.

Respectfully,
Donald F. Thielke
4731 N. 45 Street

Milwaukee, WI 53218-5208
414-464-5222
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Juno e-mail for don.thielke@juno.com printed on Saturday, July 07, 2001, 2:23 PM

ATTN: CLAIMS ‘ ' Gy o " LWAUKEE

Dear Mr. Leonhardt: ' 2000 JUL | 2 MM g l6

On last Friday morning, June 29, while my wife Rosemary I were dn%g Bddk ﬁo
checkup by Dr. Daniel Miota, Aurora West Medical Clinic, my car hit a pothole GARWY. QE @ﬁw
just past 46th street on the south side of Glendale. Inmediately after this accident, the i 1mpact asa
consequence damaged my catalytic converter to the point that it had to be replaced at a cost of $325.80
at Ray Bolanger's Service, 5237 W. Hampton Ave. [(414) 464-3006] -

The last time the crack next to this manhole cover was repaired was last summer. Since the patch
was gradually worn down and destroyed, eventually leaving a triangular pothole some two feet wide,
two feet long, and two to three inches deep. Just west of this point, the potholes on the bridge over
Wahl Creek were filled with asphalt repairs this spring. Tt is surprising to me that the crew did not work
on the several potholes in the vicinity of the one I colhded with. Indeed, one might consider this a case-
of negligence, don't you think? e

- Iimmediately phoned the Department of Public Works and notified the pothole repair supervisor:
of the existence of this pothole and a couple others nearby that needed repa1r He said he would have
somebody take a look at them

Then I wrote Council Pres1dent'Marvin Pratt, my alderman, to ask him to confirm and'back my
request to the department. I also asked what I must do to file a claim against the City of Milwaukee, -
and he kmdly sent me copy of the steps to ta.ke and the’ copy of Section 893.80(1), Wis. Stats.

A copy of the itemized receipt from Bolanger s Serv1ce is bemg sent under separate cover w1th a:
- copy of this letter.

I would apprec1ate your consndermg thlS claim of mine.

v%ﬁ,l‘ bie 03 ille
Donald F. Thielke
4731 N. 45 St.

Milwaukee, WI 53218-5208
[414] 464-5222
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