BOO-ER6-A313

S LABER REPQRTERE PAPER & WPG CO

FORM CBR

CITY OF MILWAUKEE

UTILITIES & LICENSES COMMITTEE

* k% % % * K K ¥ * ¥ F* K % ¥ * % % % £ X % * * * %k k£ % % *

In the Matter of:

SAJAN, Makbul, Agent for Hasham, Inc., 24-Hour
Establishment application for "Silver S8pring Amococ™ at
5040 West Silver Spring Drive.

% k Kk % %k % * * k kK K *k % K * & % &% * % &% *k * * * * * %

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

ALL. JAMES WITKOWIAK - Chairman
Ald. James Bohl, Jr. - Vice Chairman
Ald. Jogeph A. Dudzik
Ald. Robert Puente

Ald. Willie wWade

DEPARTMENT OF NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES by BRIAN KAUFMAN
HEALTH DEPARTMENT by OSCAR L. ROND
LICENSE DIVISION by REBECCA RBARRON
POLICE DEPARTMENT by SERGEANT JOHN HOGAN
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY by RBRRUCE SCHRIMPRF
Proceedings had and testimony given in
the above-entitled matter, before the UTILITIES &
LICENSES COMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF MILWAUKER, on

the 28th day of September, 2004, reported by Donna
Gulczvnekl of Milwaukee Reporters Assoclated, Inc.

MILWAUKEE REPORTERS ASSOCIATED, INC.
(414) 771-5253




[
]
o
o

Ff,

BEPORTERS

35

LAK

FORR GER

10

i1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

PROCEEDINGS

(NOTE: BAll City Personnel Were Sworn Under
Gath Prior to These Proceedings.)

CHATIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Also in the 2nd
District, Makbul Sajan, agent for Hasham,
Incorporated, 24-hour Establishment application for
"Silver Spring Amoco" at 9040 West Siliver Spring
Drive. Makbul Sajan, agent for Hasham, Incorporated.
et the record show nc response to that call.
Alderman Davise, any commentg?

ALDERMAN DAVIS: Yeah. I would hope
that the committee would move denial based on
nonappearance.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: In that case, this
matter's in committee.

ALDERMAN PUENTE: Mr. Chair?

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Alderman Puente.

ALDERMAN PUENTE: Did you send out a notice?

ALDERMAN DAVIS: Yes, we had.

ALDERMAN PUENTE: And is there anybody here?

ALDERMAN DAVIS: Yeah. There are some
people from the public who are here.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Do you want to
entertain some testimony?

ALDERMAN PUENTE: Yes, sir.
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CEATIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Who's here to testify
in this matter? Would you raise your hands? Okay.
Could you come forward here, please, and have a chair.

Is there anyone elgse here who wishes to
testify in this matter? Will the three of you please
raise your right hand.

(Whereupon all witnesses were gworn under
oath.}

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Now one at a time.

Name and address for the record, please.

MR. THOMAS: John Thomas, 5649 North 86th
Street, Milwaukee.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Myr. Thomas, how close
do you live to this establishment?

MR. THOMAS: Approximately three blocks
away.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: And your testimony?

MR. THOMAS: I just wanted to comment on the
condition of the building and the crowds that they get
on occasion. I had an opportunity to drive by there
again this morning. The property is just littered
everywhere on the property.

There have besen numerocus times when I've
gone in there, the place is completely out of control

with kids in there. They have shut-down pumps half
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the time.

They do sell some drug paraphernalia in
there. Not pipes or anything like that, but they do
sell smoking papers, and they do sell a product that
is blatantly listed as a blunt, and I'm sure every-
body's aware a blunt is nothing more than a cigar that
they take the tobacco cut of and put drugs in. It's
marketed as a Snoop Dog Blunt.

And I do not frequent the gas station any-
more just because of its condition. I have been in
there on an occasion when 1 have geen what appear to
be underage children buying cigars. And like I said,
the ingide of the building is atrocious. The outside
ig not kept up. A&And I have geen occasgions where there
have been large crowds just hanging around the lot.

And I believe it was about a vear ago there
was an incident up on the parking lot where an elderly
gentleman was held up at knife point, the gentleman
and his wife. They were held up at knife point.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Okay. Thank you for
your testimony.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Myr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Mr. Schrimpf.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Sir, have you had an

opportunity to view the operation of this premises at
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any time between midnight and % a.m.?

MR. THOMAS: On ocgcasion I have.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Could you describe what vou
observed on those occasions?

MR. THOMAS: Well, supposediy, -- I was
always under the impression that they were not open 24
hours, but there have been people in there. The
lights have been dimmed outside, they maybe have half
the lights on. I have not been there for a long time,
like I said. I don't feel the need that I have to get
gas after midnight.

MR. SCHRIMPF: But have you observed the
conditions that you've described to the committee
between thcse hourg?

MR. THCMAZS: Yeg, I have. Yes, I have.

MR. SCHRIMPF: That's all I have,

Mr . Chairman.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Thank you. Ma'am, your
name and address for the record, please?

MS. SIMON: My name is Barbara Simon. My
address 1s 8925 West Thurston Avenue.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: How close are you?

MS. SIMON: I live pretty much in the back.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: And your testimony is?

MS. SIMON: That place is very -- is not
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kept up at all. I work second shift, so on my way
home, it's always a congregating of vyoung teenagers
there.

My son and his friend is able to go into the
gas station and buy cigarettes for 40 cents apiece or
three for a dollar. 1It's a very uncomfortakle -- vyou
know, I do not feel comfortable there, and I'm pretty
much, you know, not afraid of anything, but that place
is getting worse. It's not kept up. The kids go
there, they come down to the playground.

I'm constantly picking up bags and bags
of litter. I approached him about that, putting
out garbage caneg or even doing something to beautify
the place. 1It's like no regponse. I do not
recommand -- We have enough problems there in our
neighborhocod without having a 24-hour service open
for more teenagers to be hanging out.

CEATIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Thank vyou.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Mr. Schrimpf.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Thank you. Ma'am, you said
you work second shift?

MS. SIMON: That's correct.

MR. SCHRIMPF: And sc on the route home,

does that take you past this location after the hour
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of midnight?

MS. SIMON: That's correct. I'm coming
right past that way, turning on 91lst coming through
there.

MR. SCHRIMPF: And the conditions you've
tocld to the committee, you've observed after midnight?

MS. SIMON: Absclutely. Sometimes I don't
even get home until-- Sometimes I'1]1 work later in the
evening, so sometimes I might not get home until
guarter after one. It has always attracted a young
group of people. They're going in, going out, loud
music. It's not a healthy thing. Itfg not a good
place for the neighborhood.

MR. SCHRIMPF: And the individual cigarettes
that you've described, do you know whether or not any
of these people were under the age of 187

MS. SIMON: No, my son is 19, and the other
one is 19, alsoc.

MR. SCHRIMPF: But they're able to get
individual cigarettes?

MS. SIMON: Individual cigarettes because I,
as a mother, questioned it, and, you know, I waited
outside while they went in, came back, 490 cents.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Do you know whether or not

they have been asked for identification when they
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purchased individual cigarettesg?

MS. SIMON: They have nevey been asked for
identification.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Even though thevire under the
age of 27.

M3S. SIMON: That's correct.

MR. SCHRIMPF: That's all I have,

My . Chairman.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Ckay. Thank vyou.
Ma'am, your name and addresg for the record?

M5, SORENSON: Sandra Sorenscon, 8713 West
Custer Avenue in Milwaukee.

CHATIRMAN WITKOWIAK: And how close do you
live to that location?

MS. SORENSON: About a half mile. I've had
a home since 1967, so I've done a lot of business
through the years up on that intersection.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Okay. And your
testimony?

MS. SORENSON: Okay. I have a different
kind of a problem up there, as far as a couple of
complaints that I had that I talked with the staff
about at the station, and they seem just to want to
fIluff this off and not pay any attention to me. And

it literally was a very small amount, and I'm talking
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pennies here.

But cone of the times it was a pump running
without any gas on, and it continued to flip, and I
thought, geez, maybe I'm supposed to hang it up, so I
hung it up, and it's still flipping. The pennies are
still going, and I put my gas cap on, and it's still
running. It finally shuts off. I go in and I say,
"You got a problem with that pump there." “*Nope."

I said, yeah, you do, and I explained what was
happening. He said, "You had to have gas running
out." I said, no, I didn't. I didn't even have my
hands on the pump.

This continued on, and we were the only
people in there. I said, "Why don't you call someone
in management or the owner and let them know that
there is a problem with this pump.” He said, "That's
impossible.” I said, "No, it's not impossible. I
stood there, and it kept flipping." V'"No, that can't
happen." I go, ckay. I gaid, "If you won't call,
please give me a number and I'1ll c¢all." He said, no,
there is no numbexr. I said, "You have no emergency
number, no number to call whatscever?" '"No." Okay.
So I go, all right, fine. Go home and call vyour
alderman.

So I called my alderman’s office. I said,
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"Give me the correct number to call when there's

something wrong with pumps and people are being

over-charged." Oh, and he did offer -- he asked me
how much. I don't know, a dime, under a dime or
whatever. He said, "I'll give you vyour dime." I

said, "You're missing my point."

Okay. So I get home, and I call the
alderman and asked for a number. They gave it to me.
I called and talked to an agent, and I said, "Will vyou
go check there, and will you call me back," which they
did. It was not just that pump, but there was more
than one pump that was overrunning. And that's one
incident.

And another incident, -- which is humorous
and sad at the same time, -- I went in and prepaid
and came back in tc¢ get my change, and there wag a
confrontation going on with the man in front of me and
the clerk, and I'm listening to this, and it geemed to
pe over pennies. And the man's digging in hig pocket,
and I thought, oh, I'll give him a dime or a nickel or
whatever the problem is, and the clerk kept saying,
"We don't accept pennies." So the man finally dug
some other money out of his pocket and walked out.

And I saild to the clerk, "You gave me two

dollars, two guarters and two pennies back." And I
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said, "I beg your pardon, but where did you get these
two pennies from? If you don't take pennieg in, how
come you're giving pennies out." So now he knows he's
got a problem. He said, "I'll give you a nickel." I
go, well, I don't want the nickel, but I =aid, "How
can you not take pennieg?"

8¢ another man was stocking the shelves
in the cocler, and he goes, "What's the problem?®
And I go, "I don't understand this policy. There's
no signs up, there's no nothing that you're not taking
pennies." He goeg, "Well, yvou don't understand the
area."” I go, vyeahk, I do. I said, "I've lived here
35 years and I understand the area, and I'm sure the
owner of this filiing station understood the area
when he purchased it and knows exactly what the
problems are.”

He said, "Well, people come in here with
hundreds of pennies to buy things." I said, "Fine.
Put a sign up saying so many pennies, they need to be
rolled, or if there's a lot of people in here, we're
not going to stand here and count all these pennies.®
i'd say this man had, I don't know, sgeven pennies or
whatever, and I said, "You can't refuse to give
pennieg. "

So anyhow, I don't do business there
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anymore. And I just feel that these gmall little
trivial things aren't taken care of and aren't taken
seriously. If you're going to ignore rules and
regulations on small things, vou're going to do it
on big things. I'm sorry. That's just my attitude
toward it, and I don't want to see a full night
gstation there.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Thank vou.

ALDERMAN ROHIL:: Mr. Chairman.

CHATIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Alderman Bohl.

ALDERMAN BOHL: Mr. Chairman, I can attest
to that here as well, too. I represented this area
here up until April and certainly know all three of
the individuals here, and I'd advise everyone here
that Mr. Thomas here goes by the name of Big John.

MR. THOMAS: Among cthers.

ALDERMAN PUENTE: Why isg that?

MR. THCMAS: I'm six-foot-six, and I weigh
approximately 380 pounds. I've also gone by the name
Tiny, so --

ALDERMAN BOHL: Give my regards to Loils as
well.

MR. THOMAS: I will. My wife apologizes she
couldn't be here today.

ALDERMAN BOHL: Yeah, I appreciate that.
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1 The area around here has a very active neighborheocod
2 asgoclation, Bryant Heighte, and, you know, it's an
3 integrated neighborhood. The residents there work
4 well together, and it's a big asset in those terms,
5 and they're very concerned because there are some
3 issues in that particular neighborhood.
7 I can't tell you how many times the director
8 cf Bryant Helghts has contacted my office here in the
g last couple years, and his wife, Lolis, among others,
10 tc complilain about this property.
11 I sent letter after letter to the owner
12 of the establishment, referred it to Neighborhood
13 Services, made phone calls. Never heard back from
14 them. I mean to hear the residents here provide
15 testimony that this particular applicant just simply
16 doesn't care is no overstatement.
g 17 This particular applicant frankly is not
§ 18 responsive even to the alderman, and that has been
§ 19 my practical experience here, and the problems that
20 they speak of are problems that I've heard over and
% 21 over, and functionally, requesits for him to contact
% 22 me to look for resoluiions were just one letter after
: 23 another that were not responded to, and then
24 Neighborhood Services would have to go out.
25 They are absolutely correct. There are
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bigger issues 1in that area as well as the small items,
but there's no way that an applicant like this should
receive a 24-hour application when, frankly, they are
not responsible, and they are not responsive. Andg,
frankly, if given the license, it's going to foster
more prchblems in that area, so I will be happy to make
a motion when we get to that point.

CHAIRMAN WITKCOWIAK: Thank you, Alderman
Bohl. 1Is this about the fourth time I heard that same
cell phone ring? I understand somebody maybe made a
mistake, but whoever's got that is going to be at this
table in a little while, so you better turn your phone
off. Thank you. Ckay. Any other guestions,
comments, by committee? This matter's in committee.

ALDERMAN DAVIS: Mr. Chairman?

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Alderman Davig.

ALDERMAN DAVIS: If I may, first of all,
let me say that I thank the constituents for coming
out and testifying on behalf of this. It could have
been a little bit shorter, cancel and get out of here,
but I do appreciate Alderman Puente giving them an
oppeortunity to testify before the committee.

I alsc would like to submit these letters
as part of any additional application that would come

forth from Alderman Bohl in this area, as far as
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letters sent out and not responded to by this
particular applicant.

One thing I can say that, you know, my
colleague from the 7th, -~ unfortunately we didn't get
an opportunity to see what our district would look
like in this area and then face the challenges, and
when we reduced the size of the council from 17 to 15,
we found ocurselves with things that we weren't really
privy of.

I've worked with Bryant Heightsg Neighborhood
Assoclation to try to address some of those problems,
and the Northwest Triangle Assocliation along 92nd and
Silver Spring is starting to work and acqguire property
along there.

This particular gas station is owned by
another Marathon which is directly across the gtreet,
which probably will be coming before thig committee to
apply for another 24-hour application.

I'm asking this committee to deny, and there
are certain reasons why, and that is criminal activity
in this area is up, and I think the community that has
lived in that area is trving to make a concerted
effort to try to turn this community around, and quite
frankly, when you have a business that is not

responsive, and I hear at community meetings that
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their customer relations is not good, and there are
certain things that are happening not only in the
establishment but on the site itself, for any
establishment that comes before this committee that
is owned by this provider, I will let this committee
know that I will be coming before it to object toc any
24-hour application, and I think that 12:00 would be
appropriate for this location to operate, so I would
hope my colleagues would support that.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Thank vou, Alderman
Davisg.

ALDERMAN WADE: Mr. Chair.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAX: Alderman Wade.

ALDERMAN WADE: I'd just like to say that I
think the whole ordinance change wag for these type of
situations, and that was the reason why we put forth
the effort to change the ordinance so we could have
gome type of control over situations like this, and
that we could cater to the needs of our constituents
and their concerns in the neighborhoods that they live
in, opposed to people who are Jjust there doing
buginess. S0 I'm ready for Alderman Bohl's motion.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Mr. Chairman, could I just
lay a quick foundation here?

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Go ahead,
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Mr. Schrimpf.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Alderman Davis, with
respect to the twe letters that you've submitted dated
November 20th, 2003, one to Bdward H. Wolf & Sons,
Inc. and one to Makbul Sajan, laundromat owner, these
are documents that you received when you assumed the
aldermanship of this particular district; is that
correct?

ALDERMAN DAVIS: That's not correct,

Mr. Schrimpf, and I need to paint a picture on how I
recelved those letters.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Okay. Would vyvou do so,
please?

ALDERMAN DAVIS: Those letters were actually
sent to a constituent. In turn, that constituent sent
those letters to the newly elected alderman.

MR. SCHRIMPF: And that's how you found
them.

ALDERMAN DAVIS: That's correct.

MR. SCHRIMPF: Okay. And these were,
therefore, documents that you received in the ordinary
conduct of business of your office as alderman?

ALDERMAN DAVIS: That is correct.

MR. SCHRIMPF: That's all I have,

Mr. Chairman.
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CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Alderman Puente nmoves
to make these two letters part of the record. They're
both dated November 20th of 2003 from the Office of
Alderman James Bohl, and hearing no objecticn to that,
so ordered. Any further comments by members of this
committee? This matter's in committee.

ALDERMAN BOHL: Mr. Chairman.

CHATIRMAN WITKOWIAXK: Alderman Bohl.

ALDERMAN BOHL: I would be more than happy
to move denial of the application at this time citing
both nonappearance of the applicant, as well ag the
substantial neighborhcod testimony to issues such as
loitering, littering, drug activity and conduct which
ig detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of
the neighborhood.

CHAIRMAN WITKOWIAK: Motion by Alderman Bohl
is to recommend denial of this license based on non-
appearance and items contained in the notice. Are
there any objections to that motion? Hearing none, s0
ordered. Thank you very much for coming down here to

testify.
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