HONORARY STREET NAME SIGN APPLICATION
City Hall, Room 205
200 East Wellis Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

PLEASE NOTE: A $100 PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY THIS FORM
(Checks should be made payable to “City Treasurer”)

1. Applicant information:

Applicant's Name | @NZanique Carrington

Organization or Com panyAlpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. - Epsilon Kappa Omega Chapter

Street Address PO Box 18603 City/State Milwaukee Zip 53218
Telephone41 4-467-6138 lindajlucas@gmail.com

QD!ﬂ*&d’{)GWS@m - Linda Locas - /n'%vmah”aﬂ (Abov €
2. Honorary Street Name Request

Gloria Ford Gilmer, Ph.D.

Fax Email

Street name requested

Location of proposed designation: (for example, West Main Street from North 12" Street to North 15™ Street)

6th and Highland Avenue ~ (, (, 7+ - e N

3. Required Submittals:

e Refer to Chapter 113-3, Milwaukee Code of Ordinances (attached)
e A fyped statement containing no fewer than 500 words describing the significance of the person, place, or

event being honored. The statement should indicate why a particular section of street has been requested for
the honorary designation.

4. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:

My application consists of the following items necessary to complete the application. Please check:

$100 fee (check made payable to "City Treasurer").
Completed Application Form.
AutobipgRphgaor statement regarding the person, place, or event being honored.




Gloria Gilmer’s Mathematical Venture
April 6, 2024

(Soror Jill Gilmer)

Gloria Ford Gilmer was always intrigued by numbers as a young girl growing up in
Baltimore. Realization was beginning to set in as she worked in her after-school
job in her father’s corner grocery store. Counting, measuring, waiting on
customers, giving change at the checkout and keeping inventory on the shelf. She
saw that there was math in it all. Math was everywhere. Even in one’s culture.

One of the things she said was, “Education is the gift of influence, the ability to
inspire. Never forget to pave a way for the next generation. We must lift as we
climb.” And that’s what she did: teach others to enjoy and excel at math.

She’s a woman of many firsts: the first black high school math instructor for the
Milwaukee Public Schools, the first black math instructor at Milwaukee Area
Technical College, where she taught for 14 years, and the first black woman to
earn a PhD from the School of Education at Marquette University.

(Soror Imani Ortiz)

Dr. Gloria Ford Gilmer, PhD became an academic scholar of global acclaim, an
authority in the field of Ethnomathematics. Dr. Gilmer called Ethnomathematics,
“the math of the people.” Her daughter, Jill Gilmer said, "Ethnomathematics is a
way of looking at the practical applications of math within your own culture. Dr.
Gilmer would use cultural examples as a way to engage the students in the
subject matter. Forinstance, she said there's math in basketball, because
athletes must estimate the proper angle to shoot the ball at. There's math in
choosing your route from your house to your school. There's math in almost every
aspect of life."

In 2024, another first was added to Dr. Gilmer’s name. She became the first Black
woman mathematician to have her research archived at the Library of Congress in
Washington, DC. Her research took her across the globe and enabled her to




develop textbooks and other classroom materials for students from pre-school to
college.

(Soror Liddie Collins-Siegrist)

Dr. Gilmer lived a long and fruitful life. She died in 2021 at the age of 93. She was
a wife, a mother, a researcher, an educator, and a faithful servant in the Episcopal
Church. As a Pearl member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., she was active in

our organization for 74 years. In addition, she served in leadership roles with the
YWCA, the NAACP, the National Council of Negro Women and the U.S. Civil Rights
Commission.

In her early days, her gift for math was tapped by the United States Army. She
estimated exterior ballistics and bombing trajectories. This led many people to
call her “The 4" Hidden Figure.” This was a reference to the famous movie about
three black women scientists who worked at NASA in the 1950’s.

An honorary street sign on the campus of MATC would serve as an inspiration for
younger minds to follow. An extraordinary venture that began in simplicity as a
young girl, minding the corner store after school for her father, led to a life of
excellence, relevance, curiosity and meaning.
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Receipt of Street Naming Fee

Date: 4/10/24
Received Of: Linda Lucas
Received By: LME
Check # (If Applicable): 1221

Amount Received $100.00




