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Proposed south side school promlses

excellent educatmn, mpraved commumty

: § 1 all goes aceording to onelocal busi-

ness leader’s plans, Milwaukee's south

side could have a new $50 million to $60
“million K-12 school in 2017, 2

‘Augustine Prep, a choice or charter

~school that would vltimately have 2,000
‘students, s the vision of Gus Ramirez,
“exectitive chafrman of Waukesha-based

HUSCO International Inc,

“We view this as transformational,”
Ramirez said. "We: think our student
‘graduates will transform Milwaukee from.
the contributions they make. It will be a
high quality schoal in aw area that is un-
attractive, 1t will. change the whole ambi-
ance of that community.”

Augustine Prep Tras been percolating
in Ramirez’s mind for the last three or
four years, as he believes Milwaukee is in-
need of more high quality education:

* About 18 months ago, he began looking
for property on the south side to busd'n,aéc,
and the Ramirez Family Foundation has
now acquired approximately 10 acres-—
an amount he said is sufficient to build
the school. The site s located at South 6th
Street and West Harrison Avenue,

“Milwaukee has one of the worst school

systems of any major metropolitan area in -

the nation,” Ramirez said. “The inadequa-
cies of K-12 education are 4 major issue

for the city, state and ‘nation. Throughaout
the greater Milwaukee area system, there
are a faix number of poor performers and

not a lot of accountability in Milwaukee ’

public, charter and' choice schools, re-
sulting in poor schools very rarely clos-
ing down. Consequenty, we continue to
finance these poor performance schools.”

“Ramirez believes the south side is in
“acute need” of a school like Augustine
Prep He sanc{tlw growth of the Hispanic
community will provide much of the

manpower to serve the Milwaukee busi- -
ness and service community, but children

in the area need access to more high qunlA
ity educational alternatives.

Additionally, hie said Ronald Wilson®

Reagan College Preparatory High School
at 4965 S. 20th St has appru!mmtely
1,100 students on & waiting list and: Car-
men Schools of Science & Technology at
1712 5. 320d St. has approximately 350 to
400 students on a waiting list. -

“That resultsin roughly 1,400 to 1,500

children not being able to access good
schools on the south side” Ramirez said.

“And the alternative for these children is

Bradley Tech High School and South Di-

vision Fligh Schaol, whielvare some of the

pmrex schools in the district” ;
The City Plan Commission has umnz—
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mously rccummeﬁdce' appmvalfbr the re-

- zoning of the land. The next steps are for it

to go before the Public Works Committee
on July 8, the Zoning, helghborhua_ds &
Development Commiltee on July 14, and
the Common Council on july 21.

“Ihe fundamental choice the. city’

has to make is, do they want a beautiful

school oia site’ ‘that’s been remediated, or -

do they want an industrial site that's an
environmental and visual blight on the
community?” Ramirez said,

that would focus on excellence in educa-

-tion, on the athletic field and in the per-

forming arts, while also providinga fanh‘
based education. -

“Our expectationsinclude that all grad-
wates will have the grit, values, faith, fitness

and acadenic background to be successful -
~in wh;‘nfm:r direction the students decide

oz WIOt mAugush ne- Pmp S
VLsion am] mission statement.

would be constructed in two phases, the

“first of which would be anchored by the
-«;{eveicpmant of 2 160,000-square-foot
stricture that could hold 1,000 children:
Initially; however, abuul 400; stndenl’s will

be unmlled
The first phasc of mtmct[on wnuld

Ramirez describes the school as one

Planned to open in 2017, Ihe sr.htm] ’

25,000-square-foot gymnasiuny - and - a
full-size outdoor soccer field and track.
_The: second. phase of construction
would bring the schaot to 230,000 square
feet and would double its enrollment to
?,l}.(?.(?'sm_c,lgnts by the 202728 school year.
“ Ramirer expects students to-be re-
cruited from schools including the United
; Cﬂmmumtv Genter, St. Anthony School
‘of Milwaukee, St Man.m School, Atone-
ment Lutheran School, Milwaukee Cal-
lege Prep, La Gausa Charter School, and
'u?he.r High quality K-8 schouols.
:"Bug the primary focus is to have this
bea nughbo:hncd school and for the de-

- mographic to reflect 1[12 ncsghbfarhoed i

Ramirez said.

[f more: students. appl\' ‘thm there is
space available, he said a lmtery system
will be used.

The Ramirez Family | I‘uundanun plans
t:o ‘complete additional land ;:urdw.h hy
the third quarter of this yedr and for the
facility tobe desl.gned by the smond quar-

“er of 2016,
Fhe toml investment in the edmnl is
$50 10 $60 million. The foundation plans
‘ to contribute up to 75 percent of the total,
and the rest will corne from i'ululhu;mg
Studenls would be I\esponsﬂ)ic_ fox some

also mcludc development -of a roughly.
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Tearning The schooi \‘ear nould slsoixe at
Teast 200 dayswhich is 26 daysllmgm' that
most schools.”

2 lwn‘denummanonal Chr'stqan
faith-based element of the school will be
incorporated into many areas. of educa-

tom, but Ramirez said the school will at-

tempt to-attract @ diverse student body as
part ol its evangelical mission. He'is also
explormg, using the gym for ci:urc?x ser=
vices on Sundays.: . -

Besides the high quality of cducanon.
Ramirez asserts Augustine Prep will carry
several other ancillary benefits such as

there’s no soceer faﬂhtv

 Zielinski went on 1o say that t!w. area | |

has other schaols, like the Brucc-(;unda—

Jupe Community School and: the St An—

thony School..

“Ramirez said-the c-:.hools 2y, socrcr ]

ﬁeld and track would be free and open to the
public when riot beingused by the school.
Zielinski, however, said the sd‘mu] s
field will be a [ot smialler than tlic one he
would have proposed; it will be used for
other sports, thereby significantly reduc-

ing the space for soccer;-and the neigh- |

Fﬂmwhwhd

: borhpod kids wii]_ be ina secondary posi-
: t‘i'on_'lu.,l'_he school's students.

_ the l.lmirezoned. i IHes

14, Green space/stormwater. management

. Building entrance/lobby 9. Pick up/drop off lane

. Senviceenrance . 30, Visitor parking
Primary school - four siories - 11. Faculty parking

.. High schoal --four stories 12, Athletic outbuilding .
“Admin - oues?my 1.3 Athletic fleld
Gymnasium

. “High schook adéruon 15, Mnnumentslgn
.Nataturs'um - 16. Playground

Ramirez said. “If T can’t fill capacity; it’s a
victory because other schools will have

gained. We want every school to be great.”

_“Milwaukee Public - Schools media
manager “lony Tagliavia said, "As the
school s at the conceptual stage at this
point, we do not have a comment.”

[f the plans for the proposed schaol do
not receive. the necessary upcoming ap-
provals, Ramirez said there is another way

' the school coudd still be built.

" He said about five to six acres of the
land has already been approved for zou-
ing, and he recently applied for a speciul
use permit that would allow the school to
be built on that, After that, Ramirez said
the pian would beto get the remamdv.r ot

E-\alke:’a Point, near south: ds. ared,. aﬂd i
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