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Group
rebuilds
house,

lives

“Nen-profit program phirs
renovation skills, education

By GEORGIA PABST -
of the Journal-Senting stalt

The once-dliapldated. drug
hguse at N. 25th St, and Kflbowrn
Ave, was such'a scourge that
state Attormey General James
Doyle closed t down a3 & nui-
sance,

Taoday, it's rln:ed with harvest

pimpkins and plantings. The

bu!.l ingisfmh.‘lymlnted bright

rpd, the bricks of its facads
t and tuck-pointed.
The | two-bedroom  apart-

mants are completaly refur-
hished, and security s enhanced
by a fance and outdoor 1i,

More than just the huilding
has been rehabilitated and re-
atored.

The residents’ who live in the
10-unit ent biilding have
worked: thelr way into what they

. hopa will be & new beginning.
They are the ones who Have
painted, plastered, hammered,
sawed and sweat over the rehas
bilitatlon project. in late August,
they moved into thelr new home.

Called the Corps House,' the
project and its residents are part
of the "Milwaukes -Community
Service Corps, a private, non-
profit progeam that works with
ﬁaple ages 18 to 33 who may

wve dropped out of school or
" were headsd on the wrong path.

Corps members get the chance
to’ learn home renovation skills
and landscaping. = While they
apend 20% of thei.r ‘time working
on community service pmjcm

vance themaelves into niors edu-
catlon, apprentlesships urbattnr
paying jobs,
- %A ot of corpa members, lhuut
one out of three, run Into, the
homaless iseue,” said Chris Lit-
20w, director of the Milwaukes
Community Service Corps. “We
wanled this to be for corpa me-
- bérs, bullt by corps meambers.”
The project dates back to 1993,
#hen Marquette Unlyaraity's
Campus Clrels” acgnirsd the
apartment complex after 1t was
elased by Do under & drug
ghajoment taw, sald Tony Parez,
. the head of tha clty's Housing
Authorlty and former corpH di.

rector.

Camypus Circle didn't know
what to do ‘with the bulldIdg, so
1t turned it over to the corps as &
tralning project, he said, -

“When Litzaw joined the corps

* two and half years ago, he foumnd
(u.pdlnx to rehabliitata the bulld.

t included Incoms -tax

'c;:edlts t.h.rmlgh the stats and.

Bank Ono Community Develop-
t.
q}gln amaller contributions have
teen made as wali, Litzow said.
.~The late Sandra Jnnuen, anat-
tiimey who worked closely with
the corps, contributed . money.
The Hyatt hotel “doriated beds,
ehairs and tables for the real-
afnts, Litzow sald. -

~=For soms resldents, such as
Bennat‘t, 23, the corpe and

e t have given
Em nut ju:rt a home but hope for

T wan pract{cul.ly
"hesald.“Ihadmﬁmd.s.
o jobs, and I'was golng from

&l stay,” hauid.‘“l‘lmmrpshu
dﬂmummf.h wir.hthe
a 8 hung'
fro%sng crowd. For a time, he
{Fped the progpect of life in pris-
ol On a murder charge. Instead,
1 was convicled on a leasar
cﬁamandtuvcdﬂ:mymln

@'i'sOnce I gut out of primn. Ifelt
dhligsd to turn my life sround,”.
“Nine months. ago, Bennett was
nccepted Into the corps. Shca
'then, he's received his high
school em.l.[wlency degres and a
~ gdrtificate in
. pursuing a cartificate in carpen-
try and hopes to start his own
businégs someday. -
“*Things are going well™ he
uid. “I have friends who I work
and who are around here.
have gathsrings and barbe-
cies mnd talk about our prob-
lems. You lsarn-to get along with
yonrsell, not ‘just othirs, They
lé?;.nh you to'work well with oth-

“.Bennett la one of three care-

only rake leaves and keep the
property neat and orderly, but
also flle weekly activity reports
ojf what’s going on in the nelgh-
berhood and the premises.
TBecause this is ona of the
must difficult nelghborhoods In
wankes — an area with a
h rate of prostitutign, drugs
d crime — we want to maks
our people pren’t participat-
lng." Litzow said
>Rents for the apartments run
sm:momh. although there'n a

aubsldy that brings that down to
3275, plus ntilities.

Those who are in the corps al-
ready know they are subject to
drug testing and have .io meet
certain Job attendance require-,
ments and molivation levels.
About 40% of members have
some kind of probation, parole or
corrections issues, Litrow sald

"Wa're not & correction facfli-
ty, Litzow sald *You nesd fo
want to make s changs in your
1ifa to be hars, I ¥ou want {6 do
that, we will work with youto

make that a reality. Tt's a chanca

. to'stabilize and move forward.”

The corpa is Tunded for about
40 people who stuy in the pro-
gram o7 Rboutt & year.

Like the corps Itsaff, the hous-
Ing isn't meant ws & permanent
plece but 25 a- atapplng stone to

* A grand, gppening of the aparl-
‘mept - building was “held last
weok. Those who' had  contrib-
uted in one way or another were
given small busts of President
Franklin Roossvelt, who created
the Clvilian Conservation Gorps,
with a Roosevelt quotation that
tha corps has adopied as its own.

“I propase to create 2 Corps to
be used In simple work,” Roose-
velt wrote, 7. . .that this typs of
work 13 of definkte, practical val-
us, ‘ot only through the preven-
tion of great financlal loss, but

-also as a mesns of creating fu-

ture national wealth " i

Litzow belleves that's what
Milwaukee's Community Service
Corps is trying to do.
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Linska Harris sits with her son, Tyler Hamis, 5, In mB,ne'*My renovatad Corps Houga In the 2500.black of W,
“Kliboum Ave, Welkdng In4he daor Is Troy Ferguson, hafding Anthany Harfs, 1, Linska's youngsst son.

Tho Milwaukes Community Service Garps renovated tlmtnusa which was ciesed dovm i 199-5 undera drug
abatemen faw. Ten famifies moved ito the buliding In August. The, dedication caremony was Wadnssday.
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Oscar Aguire
(Teft) and Scott
Qolnes, part of’
the Miiwaukee

mérily fow-
incomne, ethnical-
iy and raclally
diverse 18- to 23
year-olds -
improva thelr -
communtty. while
learning Job
skills,
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‘Hard-Hatted Women’ unite

All-female crews encouraged
in training program for
construction industry

BY BECGA MADER
rmader@bizjoumnals.com

For more than a decade, the Milwaukee
Community Service Corps has provided train-
ing, education and opportunities to women
and others who are underrepresented in the
skilled trades. :

While the nonprofit organization ha
helped many women pursue nontraditional
career opportunities, the preparation still
was intimidating in some respects as women
were still the minority, director Chris Litzau
said.

The nonprofit decided to tweak its program
{0 feature an all-female crew, which organiz-

ers say creates more of a’ “safe harbor” for
women developing their skills for nontradi-
tional roles.

“We saw that females could perform just as
well as males, if not better,” Litzau said. "The
question was, could we increase their self-
esteem, sell-confidence and performance by
separating them into an all-female crew?”

Known as the Hard-Hatted Women's Ini-
tiative, the pre-apprenticeship training pro-
gram geared toward women started in De-
cember 2003. It received a $12,500 grant
from the United Way of Greater Milwaukee
and a $10,000 grant from the Women’s
Fund of the Greater Milwaukee Founda-
tion.

The program sets no income or job experi-
ence requirements, but the women need to be
drug-free and willing to work, said Coey Se-
phus, the all-fernale crew’s supervisor., -

The program is evenly divided between class-

SEE HARD-HATTED WOMEN, PAGE A36

Hard hatied women Cleopatra Jefferson, leit, and
Coey Sephus shovel mulch.
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