
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION FORM 
 Incomplete applications will not be processed for Commission review.   

Please print legibly. 
 
 

1. HISTORIC NAME OF PROPERTY OR HISTORIC DISTRICT:  (if known)  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:  _________________________________________________________ 
 

 
2. NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER: 
 

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ______________________________   State: ________________   ZIP: _________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________ 
 
Telephone number (area code & number)  Daytime:                   Evening:
 ___________________________________ 

 
3. APPLICANT, AGENT OR CONTRACTOR:  (if different from owner) 
 

Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________    State: ________________  ZIP Code: _____________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________ 
 
Telephone number (area code & number)  Daytime:    Evening:      _____________ 
 

 
4. ATTACHMENTS:  (Because projects can vary in size and scope, please call the HPC Office

at 414-286-5712 for submittal requirements)
 

A. REQUIRED FOR MAJOR PROJECTS: 
 
____ Photographs of affected areas & all sides of the building (annotated photos recommended) 
 
____ Sketches and Elevation Drawings (1 full size and 1 reduced to 11” x 17” or 8 ½” x 11”) 
             A digital copy of the photos and drawings is also requested.
 
____ Material and Design Specifications (see next page) 
 
B. NEW CONSTRUCTION ALSO REQUIRES: 
 
____ Floor Plans (1 full size and 1 reduced to a maximum of 11” x 17”) 
 
____ Site Plan showing location of project and adjoining structures and fences 
___
___
 PLEASE NOTE: YOUR APPLICATION CANNOT BE PROCESSED UNLESS 

BOTH PAGES OF THIS FORM ARE PROPERLY COMPLETED
                                           AND SIGNED. 

6/22/12

cklose
HPC logo stamp

initiator:historicpreservation@milwaukee.gov;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:83da9c66223bbe46860e0af31bfd3e8b



5. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

A.         Tell us what you want to do. Describe all proposed work including materials, design, 
and dimensions. Additional pages may be attached via email.

_____________________________________________________________ 

6. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:

______________________________________
Signature

_________________________________ ____________________________ 
Please print or type name Date 

Hand Deliver or Mail Form to:
Historic Preservation Commission    
City Clerk's Office
200 E. Wells St. Room B-4 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

PHONE: (414) 286-5712 or 286-5722 www.milwaukee.gov/hpc

6/22/12

Or click the SUBMIT button to automatically email this form for submission.
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Catherine Foley Tavern 
Mothball Application 

Description of Project 
 
The National Register of Historic Places Inventory from 1984 lists 266 E. Erie as a pivotal 
building to the Historic Third Ward Neighborhood because its "interesting architectural 
details and a connection to a locally important 19th or early 20th century business".  
 
266 E. Erie is one of the few structures in the Historic Third Ward that preserves the history 
of the neighborhood prior to 1892. It is a connection to the neighborhood's past and a 
physical symbol of the neighborhood's resilience, renaissance, and success. It is rightfully 
listed as a pivotal structure to the neighborhood, and as noted by the National Register of 
Historic Places 1984 Inventory, the "loss of the building would create a significant gap in the 
streetscape and diminish the cohesiveness of the area."  
 
A fire occurred in 2013 that rendered the building inhabitable and was subsequently 
purchased by developers General Capital Group and Joseph Property Development with 
the intent to demolish the building. Since that fire, the building was vacant, and no action 
had been taken to repair the damage from that fire by the previous owners.  
In 2015, an application for local designation was submitted to the Milwaukee Historic 
Preservation Commission and was approved.  
 
An application to raze the building was made in 2023 and failed to obtain HPC approval. 
None of the three inspectors testifying at the HPC hearing found the building met the criteria 
for emergency demolition. HPC sta� believed the building is repairable. Orders to repair fire 
damage are still outstanding.  
 
The building was donated to the Milwaukee Preservation Alliance, Inc., a Wisconsin non-
stock, non-profit corporation  (MPA) in late January 2024. Soon afterwards, MPA formed 
Catherine Foley Tavern Restoration LLC, a Wisconsin limited liability company (CFTR) as a 
wholly-owned, pass-through subsidiary LLC. MPA transferred the property to CRTR, which 
is the current owner and applicant of this request for a mothball certificate.  
 
In August, the CRTR received a copy of the order to correct conditions (copy attached). That 
order provided a compliance date of November 28, 2024 on several significant items.  
 
MPA and CFTR currently have adequate funds for the evaluation of the structural 
components of the building and its stabilization, which is currently in process. The 
stabilization is anticipated to be completed by July 2025.  
 
In 2025, MPA and CFTR will begin a capital funding campaign and intend to restore the 
building and occupy it as the MPA o�ices.  Costs to restore the building is estimated at 
$3,000,000.00. The full restoration is anticipated to be completed by March 31, 2026. 



Catherine Foley Tavern 
Mothball Certificate Application 

Photographs 
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