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“We also have new mays to

shandle truancy in" municipal
. court as wellas juvenilé court,”

< Barry added, While moving a
-Kid through juvenile court can
‘bélong and tedious, he said, as-

:sessing a fine in municipal
* court for skipping school has
. proved to be quicker as well as,
“in somie cases; a more stinging
. punishment. Barry said: theyal-
. so started suspending the driv-
" er’s licenses of teens who failed
- to pay their truancy fines.

Local law enforcement offi-

- cers accepted the challenge of

 getting students in court in the *

* first place. :

~ _ In February of this year, two
Racine police officérs startéd
duty as “truancy officers,” &
. two-year assignment for W}nch
they volunteered. Rrewntten
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. “This prograim has been
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" Racine police Sgt. Kurt Maursr

filled in the name and time ghd

identification information of
dozens of students they started
picking up.

“Thése helped, ioo,” said Ra-
cine Police Officer Robert Boj-
cie, holding up a thick binder
provided by area high schools,
which mcluded laminated pag-
es of almost every student’s
photo, personal information
and class schedule. “They can
1ié to us and make up a name

and a birth date, but nobody

memorizes someone - e]se’s
schedule.” - -

Since, February, the officers
have issued 945 truancy-tickets
th -first—cffenders, ~compared
with 1,201 such tickets inthe en;
tire 2005-°06 school year. Police
Sgt. Kurt Maurer expected the
number for 2006 to af least dou--
ble by the end. of the school

year.
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_Efforts to reduce truancy

- pay off in- Racme

The new tactics are not, only

" lowering the rate of daytime

burglaries in the aréa, Maurer
said, but also enabling police to
consistently enforce the tpbac-
¢o ordinance with those under -
18 Dbecause everyone gets

searched before their squad cdr’ .
ride to school. Racine’s city at-

torney and city council also cre-

ated an ' ordinance against

those over 18 giving tobacco to’

© minors.

“They also made ‘it possible
for us to issue citations fo those

Lover 13 for.contributing to tru-
- apcy,” Maurer added. As a Te-
. sult, angry calls from neigh-
bors about.students loiteringin -

their yards have stopped, and

much of the petty crime Maurer *
. said his officers used to chase

has dissipated since they start-
ed focusing on the lives and ac-
tions of habitual truants.

“This program has been sue- -

cessful beyond
dreams,” he said.

Examining the root issues of
truancy in Racine has been the
job of social workers, education
consultants and the ﬂ'uants
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+ Three 16-year-olds who each
skipped ionths, sbinesters and.

mselves ; ‘:

' even entlre years of school in -
‘ Ricine came to the. conférence

Wednesday to present surveys
they had conducted at the Tran-
sitional Education Program at..
the Human Semoes Depart
merif. .
’Their project W’as court ap-

- pointed, but the responses from-:

truants who. took: the survey

.errored ‘their own: - They

sklpped” mosﬂy becatise school- .
was borm,:,r or becausé they
wanted to hang out ., »with
friends. Yes, they khew that if’

" they stayed in'-school they'd

make more money. Yes, they of-
tefi skipped because they were
getting high or drunk. No, they
.‘dldl'l’t foel like teachers cared
‘about them, or spent .enough
time - expldining problems "to;
make the effort worth their en-
ergy. Yes, financial incentives,
or even just motre mterestmg
teachers : with “betfer - field -
trips”  and opportlmitles for |

real world Jearning would moti-
vate ther~ o, come to school.--
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