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Figure 2A-2.  Examples of Heights and Lateral Locations of Sign Installations

E - ROADSIDE ASSEMBLY
 IN RURAL AREA

12 ft MIN.

5 ft
MIN.

A - ROADSIDE SIGN
 IN RURAL AREA

12 ft MIN.

5 ft
MIN.

B - ROADSIDE SIGN
 IN RURAL AREA

6 ft MIN.

Shoulder wider than 6 ft

5 ft
MIN.

D - WARNING SIGN WITH ADVISORY
 SPEED PLAQUE IN RURAL AREA

12 ft MIN.

4 ft
MIN.

F - SIGN ON NOSE 
 OF MEDIAN

7 ft
MIN. 4 ft

MIN.

C - ROADSIDE SIGN
 IN BUSINESS,
 COMMERCIAL, OR
 RESIDENTIAL AREA

2 ft
MIN. 7 ft*

MIN.

* Where parking or pedestrian movements are likely to occur

H - OVERHEAD SIGN

6 ft MIN.

Shoulder

17 ft
MIN.

G - FREEWAY OR EXPRESSWAY SIGN WITH SECONDARY SIGN

6 ft MIN.

12 ft MIN.

Shoulder

5 ft
MIN.

8 ft
MIN.

Note:
See Section 2A.19 for reduced lateral offset distances that may be used in areas where lateral offsets are limited, and in 
business, commercial, or residential areas where sidewalk width is limited or where existing poles are close to the curb.
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December 2009 Sect. 2A.16 

6 ft to 12 ft MIN.

6 ft to 12 ft MIN.

6 ft to 12 ft MIN.

A - ACUTE ANGLE INTERSECTION

C - MINOR CROSSROAD

E - DIVISIONAL ISLAND

2 ft MIN.

MINOR
ROAD

MAJOR
ROAD

4 ft MIN.

2 ft MIN.

D - URBAN INTERSECTION

MARKED OR
UNMARKED

CROSSWALK

SIDEWALK

6 ft to 12 ft MIN.

6 ft to 12 ft MIN.

6 ft to 12 ft MIN.

F - WIDE THROAT INTERSECTION

50 ft MAX.

2 ft MIN.

6 ft to 12 ft MIN.

B - CHANNELIZED INTERSECTION

Note: Lateral offset is a minimum of 6 feet measured from the edge of the shoulder, or 
 12 feet measured from the edge of the traveled way.  See Section 2A.19 for lower 
 minimums that may be used in urban areas, or where lateral offset space is limited.

Figure 2A-3.  Examples of Locations for Some Typical Signs at Intersections

2 ft
MIN.
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December 2009 Sect. 2A.18 to 2A.20

16  In special cases it may be necessary to reduce the clearance to overhead signs because of substandard 
dimensions in tunnels and other major structures such as double-deck bridges.
Support:

17  Figure 2A-2 illustrates some examples of the mounting height requirements contained in this Section.

Section 2A.19  Lateral Offset
Standard:

01  For overhead sign supports, the minimum lateral offset from the edge of the shoulder (or if no shoulder 
exists, from the edge of the pavement) to the near edge of overhead sign supports (cantilever or sign bridges) 
shall be 6 feet.  Overhead sign supports shall have a barrier or crash cushion to shield them if they are 
within the clear zone.

02  Post-mounted sign and object marker supports shall be crashworthy (breakaway, yielding, or shielded 
with a longitudinal barrier or crash cushion) if within the clear zone.
Guidance:

03  For post-mounted signs, the minimum lateral offset should be 12 feet from the edge of the traveled way.  If a 
shoulder wider than 6 feet exists, the minimum lateral offset for post-mounted signs should be 6 feet from the 
edge of the shoulder.
Support:

04  The minimum lateral offset requirements for object markers are provided in Chapter 2C.
05  The minimum lateral offset is intended to keep trucks and cars that use the shoulders from striking the signs 

or supports.
Guidance:

06  All supports should be located as far as practical from the edge of the shoulder.  Advantage should be taken 
to place signs behind existing roadside barriers, on over-crossing structures, or other locations that minimize the 
exposure of the traffic to sign supports.
Option:

07  Where permitted, signs may be placed on existing supports used for other purposes, such as highway traffic 
signal supports, highway lighting supports, and utility poles.
Standard:

08  If signs are placed on existing supports, they shall meet other placement criteria contained in 
this Manual.
Option:

09  Lesser lateral offsets may be used on connecting roadways or ramps at interchanges, but not less than 6 feet 
from the edge of the traveled way.

10  On conventional roads in areas where it is impractical to locate a sign with the lateral offset prescribed by this 
Section, a lateral offset of at least 2 feet may be used.

11  A lateral offset of at least 1 foot from the face of the curb may be used in business, commercial or residential 
areas where sidewalk width is limited or where existing poles are close to the curb.
Guidance:

12  Overhead sign supports and post-mounted sign and object marker supports should not intrude into the usable 
width of a sidewalk or other pedestrian facility.
Support:

13  Figures 2A-2 and 2A-3 illustrate some examples of the lateral offset requirements contained in this Section.

Section 2A.20  Orientation
Guidance:

01  Unless otherwise provided in this Manual, signs should be vertically mounted at right angles to the direction 
of, and facing, the traffic that they are intended to serve.

02  Where mirror reflection from the sign face is encountered to such a degree as to reduce legibility, the sign 
should be turned slightly away from the road.  Signs that are placed 30 feet or more from the pavement edge 
should be turned toward the road.  On curved alignments, the angle of placement should be determined by the 
direction of approaching traffic rather than by the roadway edge at the point where the sign is located.
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Section 4D.15  Mounting Height of Signal Faces
Standard:

01  The top of the signal housing of a vehicular signal face located over any portion of a highway that can 
be used by motor vehicles shall not be more than 25.6 feet above the pavement.

02  For viewing distances between 40 and 53 feet from the stop line, the maximum mounting height to the 
top of the signal housing shall be as shown in Figure 4D-5.

03  The bottom of the signal housing and any related attachments to a vehicular signal face located over 
any portion of a highway that can be used by motor vehicles shall be at least 15 feet above the pavement.

04  The bottom of the signal housing (including brackets) of a vehicular signal face that is vertically 
arranged and not located over a roadway:
 A.  Shall be a minimum of 8 feet and a maximum of 19 feet above the sidewalk or, if there is no 

sidewalk, above the pavement grade at the center of the roadway.
 B.  Shall be a minimum of 4.5 feet and a maximum of 19 feet above the median island grade of a center 

median island if located on the near side of the intersection.
05  The bottom of the signal housing (including brackets) of a vehicular signal face that is horizontally 

arranged and not located over a roadway:
 A.  Shall be a minimum of 8 feet and a maximum of 22 feet above the sidewalk or, if there is no 

sidewalk, above the pavement grade at the center of the roadway.
 B.  Shall be a minimum of 4.5 feet and a maximum of 22 feet above the median island grade of a center 

median island if located on the near side of the intersection.

Section 4D.16  Lateral Offset (Clearance) of Signal Faces
Standard:

01  Signal faces mounted at the side of a roadway with curbs at less than 15 feet from the bottom of the 
housing and any related attachments shall have a horizontal offset of not less than 2 feet from the face of a 
vertical curb, or if there is no curb, not less than 2 feet from the edge of a shoulder.

Section 4D.17  Signal Indications for Left-Turn Movements – General
Standard:

01  In Sections 4D.17 through 4D.20, provisions applicable to left-turn movements and left-turn lanes shall 
also apply to signal indications for U-turns to the left that are provided at locations where left turns are 
prohibited or not geometrically possible.

25.6

Height to 
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Figure 4D-5.  Maximum Mounting Height of Signal Faces Located Between
40 Feet and 53 Feet from Stop Line

December 2009 Sect. 4D.15 to 4D.17




