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Resolution relating to 

the Permanent Historic 

Designation 

Of the

Journal Company Building

At 333 West State Street

In the 4th Aldermanic District
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Journal Building

Designation includes all of the block except for Major Goolsby’s
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Prior locations of the Milwaukee 

Journal, on Michigan Street (L) and 

N. 4th Street (R) both demolished
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Cornerstone 

laid April 12, 

1924

Open to the 

public 

November 16, 

1924
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One of a number of 

illustrations in the American 

Architect article on the 

building November 20, 1925, a 

year after completion (L) and 

today (below)



4/9/2019 8

Two of the many contractors who worked on the building
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The Milwaukee Journal began using this building next door by the 

mid-1950s.  It was known as the Republic Building.  When the Journal 

acquired the Sentinel, it moved the Sentinel here in 1962.  This shows 

the original entrances and storefronts.  

The Republic Building was 

constructed in 1919, 1923, 1928 (L) 
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1955



4/9/2019 13

Post World War II expansion.  

1950—Rooftop penthouse expansion

1955—6th floor addition to east side of roof

1955—2 bridges constructed to Sentinel Building 

(Eschweiler)

1959—New loading dock 

(Eschweiler) 

1950

1955

1962
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Post World II Expansion

1962—New addition to east and south



4/9/2019 15

Changes to the Sentinel Building

1919—new building

1923—4th floor added

1928—new building constructed to south

1957—shown as Journal Annex in the city directories 

1981—major changes to facade., new cladding, 

entrance, Pfaller Herbst Associates
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James Auer article 1981

1953 A Story in Stone

Frieze was taken off 2011
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Timeline

1962—Purchase of Sentinel by Journal

1995—Journal and Sentinel merge, 1st combined paper Sunday 

April 2, 1995

2003—Journal Communications, stopped employee stock 

option, began printing in facility in West Milwaukee

2015—merger with E. W. Scripps of Cincinnati

2016-April 8—Acquired by Gannett Company—one of 11 in 

eastern and central Wisconsin

2019—Gannett looking to move Milwaukee operations, has 

listed the Journal Building for sale, is fighting off offer to 

purchase from Digital First Media that is owned by Alden 

Global Capital, a New York hedge fund
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Staff recommends that the Milwaukee 

Journal Building site be given permanent 

historic designation as a City of Milwaukee 

Historic Site as a result of its fulfillment of 

criteria  e-1, e-3, e-5  and e-9 of the Historic 

Preservation Ordinance, Section 320-21(3)  

of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.
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