


“The common council shall BALANCE
the public interest in the preservation 
of the structure, site or district that is 
the subject of the recommendation 
and the interest of the owner or 
others in using the property for his, 
her or their purposes.”









Peck Pavilion Outdoor Theater and landscape berms; Opening 1982
Miller Meier Associates & Architects



Chestnut Grove Precast Benches; Completed 1989
Marcus Center / Milwaukee Concrete Products
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Summer Food & Beverage SW Enclosure; Completed 1989
Marcus Center



Removing all white Italian Travertine 
marble cladding and replacement 
with tan limestone and grey granite; 
Completed 1994
Engberg Anderson Architects

“…If the property has been rehabilitated, the historic materials 

and significant features must have been preserved…”

National Register Bulletin, chapter VIII (“How to Evaluate the 
Integrity of a Property”)



Removing all white Italian Travertine 
marble cladding and replacement 
with tan limestone and grey granite; 
Completed 1994
Engberg Anderson Architects
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Redesign of west exterior stairs; Completed 1994
Engberg Anderson Architects



New Loading Dock Structure and North Colonnade Infill Project, Completed 1995
Kahler Slater Architects



New Loading Dock Structure and North Colonnade Infill Project, Completed 1995
Kahler Slater Architects



NE and SE banner poles replacing 
small groves; Completed 1996
Kahler Slater Architects

East Entry Façade Redesign and 
Addition; Opening 1996
Kahler Slater Architects



East Entry Façade Redesign and Addition; Opening 1996
Kahler Slater Architects



East Entry Façade Redesign and 
Addition; Opening 1996
Kahler Slater Architects



LED Lighting Cantilevered Structures; Completed 1997
Focus Lighting



Kidz Stage Riverfront Theater; Opening 2000
Kahler Slater Architects

Vogel Hall Addition and NW Landscape Design; Opening 2016
La Dallman Architects

















“The common council shall BALANCE
the public interest in the preservation 
of the structure, site or district that is 
the subject of the recommendation 
and the interest of the owner or 
others in using the property for his, 
her or their purposes.”
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Potowatomi Brewers Public Market Zoo State Fair Summerfest Marcus Center Bucks Public
Museum

Petit Ice
Center

Art Museum

MilwaukeeAttractions by Attendance*

*2018/2019 Milwaukee Business Journal Book of Lists







Business/Financial Situation 

•Stewards of Community Asset
•49 years of balanced budgets
•No deferred maintenance
•10-year operating and capital agreement
•99-year lease 
•MSO departure in 2020/2021 season
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Visioning/Planning Process
• Formal Strategic Planning with staff & Board of Directors
• Engaged P3 Development Group

• 100+ Man on the street interviews in 30 neighborhoods
• Interviews with 15 community organizations
• In depth interviews with Resident Arts groups and other regular users of the Marcus 

Center spaces

• Survey to 10,000 patrons
• Presentation to funders, board members, non-profit partner organizations, 

corporate supporters
• Detailed presentation to and preliminary approval by Milwaukee County 

Administration
• Extensive media coverage 

Resulted in $65 million privately funded vision for the Marcus Center
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Practical Implications of Approval

• Eliminate an important programming space on the site by requiring 
the chestnut grove to remain as-is 

• Preclude removal and replacement of non-functional fountain to 
increase programmable space

• Hinder, and perhaps preclude, creating new lobby space for First 
Stage as well as the planned member lounge

• Prohibit the technology displays on and around the building

• Uncertainty in fundraising


