National Lao-Hmong Recognition .. ay
Celebration Committee 2005
5225 N. 54™ Street - Milwaukee, W1 53218
Chong Neng Lee: (414) 536-5058  Judith Singer: (414) 476-0558
President, WI-Chapter Media Chair, Celebration Committee

March 30, 2005

Alderman Joe Davis, SR.

City Of Milwaukee, City Hall, Room 205
200 East Wells Street

Milwaukee, WI 53202

Dear Alderman Davis, ¢ 00y s-Hmuoe Recogntiion Uay
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Per your request, I am foilqéfﬁ_lggfﬁ;gfééﬁppﬁoég%ﬁﬁ%f 1&?7&}@&}? with a letter requesting a
meeting with you, My telephon c‘o‘nvéi‘?ﬁ’tfg%th t§’lr cﬁgiﬁédj;“éimy_rgqggst for some fundin
to help with the NiHonal Laé&-‘f;ﬁaﬁgﬁeéag‘ﬁ&iori mjﬁ weleBrarion this Vear, Which is going to -
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be held in Milwaukee! It's going 16 be a busy year for convéntions in Milwaukéeé and we hope 4,.1v vans
you see ours as being just as important as the others, for we also will bring several thousand ’
people to the city.

The National Lao-Hmong American Coalition Board of Directors recently met with Mayor Tom
Barrett to discuss our financial needs for the National Lao-Hmong Recognition Day celebration,
and also with Alderman Murphy. We have now been pointed in your direction.

On July 23, 2005 at Timmerman Airfield, thousands of Hmong people from all over the United
States will join together to celebrate, what has been proclaimed by Governor James Doyle, and
the governors of several other states, as National Lao-Hmong Recognition Day. We’ve attached

a brief history of the Hmong people and their involvement with the CIA during the “secret war”

in Laos at the time of the Vietnam War,: Without the help of the Hmong people at that time, the -
Vietnam Memorial Wail in Washington D.C. would be at least three times as large as it is.

SEEL L

Funding for our event comes'solely from private contribution's, and we would like to avoid askirig
too much of our Hmong people: who as we're sure you know, work at jobs that don’tpay much
more than minimum wage, if that. And with the strong desire they have to affend this celebration, .
the cost of transportation will be a heavy enough burden for many. But they will come, for this is
our day to be recognized and honored for our sacrifices to the United States government, and we

will not miss it.

The average American does not know of our history, our culture, and our continued dedication to
the United States of America: now, for example, our children are fighting in Iraq and
Afghanistan, along side theirs. So, we look at this event as an opportunity to share our history and
beautiful culture with people outside of our Hmong communities, and to add to the wonderful
diversity within the beautiful city of Milwaukee.

A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION



Milwaukee will be the focal point of this national celebration, with news coverage from around
the country. And with our current supporters, the Vietnam Veterans of America, the Elks, and the

Timmerman air field Saturday the 23rd of July. And we can promise you a ride in a T-28 fighter
air craft from the CIA “secret war “in Laos. We can also introduce you to the CIA operatives

Our event will begin with a “Welcoming” in the rotunda with Mayor Barrett meeting our
National President, on Friday July 22™ at 5PM. We offer you a special invitation.

Then on Saturday the 231d, the day long activities begin with an opening ceremony, followed by
Hmong community who attend will experience f{irst hand the beauty, grace, and respect of the
Hmong people.

We hope you are able to meet with our Board of Directors, to offer us the opportunity to express

more clearly our need for financial assistance, Please contact our Media chair, Judith Singer, to
set up an appointment that is convenient for you. We will be there,

Respectfully,
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/ Judith Singer ; &‘“

¢ IMedia Chair '

Lao-Hmong American Coalition, o Lao-Hmong American Coalition,
Wisconsin Chapter Wisconsin Chapter
414«476—0558/;’singer@uwm.edu




A:Bfiéf'H"Estéry of the _La@Htﬁdﬂg_ American Allies During the Viet Nam War,

_On March 27, 2001 the cherab%e Congressman Thamas Tancrede of Coforado introduced House Concurrent
Resolution 88 into the US House of Representatives to honor the United States’ most staunch allies, the Hmong of -
Laos: The Resolution:called for a "National Lao-Hmiong Recognition Day" to recognize the supreme sacrifices of the -

- Lae~Hmc:ng people on behalf of the United States during the Vietham War, it was unanimously passed. by both ths US

. Whéxf’rﬁbst Ameﬁfzans: da not know Roru
- what is now known as the "Sac:retw

- House of Representatives on November 13, 20071 and the US Senate on December 10, 2001 They des:gnated July
22:1:3 af every year to ceiebrate the hzstsry hanaf : and-promase cf the Laa»Hmong in the;r new homefand o _

‘understan .at the V’etnam Wa as muc:h w:der than histary denotes En -
“in Laos, the Lao-Hmong peaple faught along side United States Armed forces
to stop the flow of communist North Vietnamese war materials through its’ countryside and into Vietnam: They also
fought daily land battles to stop the Pathet Lao communist movement from spreading throughout Southeast Asia. The -
| PathetLao commumsts had al ﬁed with the commumst Narth VEetnamese and were determmed to bfutafiy take cnntmi

: thaos - : 3 o T o _

2rs fought valiantly both in guen!ia ana‘ mnvenhonai act}on _ah:mg :

P L and North Viethamese Army regulars und i

ions; o rescu downed US pilots; provid o
tions, nd to fight ain their homeland, vziiages o
ir Force and Army‘ These
g iruct their supply lires and -
atﬂes ?.he Lawi—imang SGU {Specsal Guerilla Units), some
casuaitses of over. 35'0@3’

' 3;\:;-33 iost m ﬂ‘:e defense af

: “as a ioss the Umted Statesfr;- B
iately; the Lam»Hmcng peopie became victims of
| ihaus:ands af our faithful allies fled their chaoizc country, whz!e '
8 in Ti*a;!an _f-’ram Tha'igmf aame af aﬁcceed&d

28 0f w ﬁmusands hehmé the Lam-Hang in the Umted
'repe iy__and seczafs '*fof many years tc be abie m now
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o On Ju Iy 22, ‘IQQS twenty years after the Umed:.&ta‘és pmleé fts rarces frcm_Scmheast Asaa tha ﬁrst afﬁc:iai i}nﬁed

_States recognition of the tremendous sacrifics of the Lao-Hmong was held.in Golden. Colorado. On July 22, 2005

thirty years after the United States pu!ied out of Laos we w:i cefebrate thezr h;story as America's staunchest aliies in
Msiwaukee Wscansm o TR s T _ '




