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August 10, 2006

To the Public Works Committee

Subject: Request to change street name
Change South 16" Street from West Windlake Avenue
to West Mitchell Street to South Cesar E. Chavez Drive

Dear Honorable Members;

Common Council File Number 990661 proposes an ordinance be adopted to rename South 16"
Street to South Cesar E. Chavez Drive between West Windlake Avenue and West Mitchell
Street.

Chapter 113-3 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances defines the policy and procedure the City is
to follow when a request is submitted to consider changing a street name. Ordinance Number
050197 was adopted in June, 2005 which medified the procedure. Among other things, this
ordinance now requires that a postcard survey be conducted of all property owners, residents and
businesses along the street proposed to be renamed. Prior to this ordinance change, a supporter
of the street name change was responsible for circulating a petition to the property owners to
determine their support/opposition to the street name change. With this process, there was a
concern that renters and businesses that lease space would be left out of the decision to change
the street even though that name change would certainly affect them as their address would
change. This ordinance change now calls for all owners and occupants to be surveyed to
determine whether they support the proposed street renaming. The ordinance revision also states
that the street naming proposal shall not be given further consideration unless the results of the
postcard survey indicate that at least 50 percent of all property owners, renters and businesses
along the street support the proposal.

The Department of Public Works (DPW) has been charged with conducting the postcard survey.
An informational letter was prepared in both English and Spanish explaining that the City had
received a request to rename a segment of South 16" Street to South Cesar E. Chavez Drive and
that they should be aware that a street name change will change their address. For this request,
County Supervisor Peggy West was the sponsor so her name and telephone number was included
in the letter to answer any specific questions about the street name request. The informational
letter and posteard survey was mailed to all property owners, residents and businesses along this
segment of South 16™ Street and that amounted to 443 being surveved.

841 N. Broadway, Room 701, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207
Phone (414) 286-2400, Fax (414} 286-5884, TDD (414) 286-2025
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Regarding the results of the postcard survey, per the ordinance, at least 50 percent of the 443
surveyed or 227 postcards would need to be returned in favor of renaming the street in order for
the proposal to be considered by the City. For this street renaming proposal 75 postcards were
returned and 8 (11%) supported the street renaming and 67 (89%) were in opposition. Attached
please find a copy of the postcards that were returned to DPW with comments on them.

In accord with the ordinance, since this street renaming proposal was not supported by those
along this segment of South 16" Street, Common Council File Number 990661 should be placed
on file.

Very traly yours
/ ;}V //'/“‘\
e f/ 7N

L

?VEGLdId
Attachment

¢:  Alderman James N. Witkowiak, w/attachments
County Supervisor Peggy West, w/attachments

COME DOCSMIZUPLE WORKS COMM LTR, 406
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