
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION FORM 
 Incomplete applications will not be processed for Commission review.   

Please print legibly. 
 
 

1. HISTORIC NAME OF PROPERTY OR HISTORIC DISTRICT:  (if known)  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:  _________________________________________________________ 
 

 
2. NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER: 
 

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  ______________________________   State: ________________   ZIP: _________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________ 
 
Telephone number (area code & number)  Daytime:                   Evening:
 ___________________________________ 

 
3. APPLICANT, AGENT OR CONTRACTOR:  (if different from owner) 
 

Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ____________________________    State: ________________  ZIP Code: _____________ 
 
Email:  ___________________________________ 
 
Telephone number (area code & number)  Daytime:    Evening:      _____________ 
 

 
4. ATTACHMENTS:  (Because projects can vary in size and scope, please call the HPC Office

at 414-286-5712 for submittal requirements)
 

A. REQUIRED FOR MAJOR PROJECTS: 
 
____ Photographs of affected areas & all sides of the building (annotated photos recommended) 
 
____ Sketches and Elevation Drawings (1 full size and 1 reduced to 11” x 17” or 8 ½” x 11”) 
             A digital copy of the photos and drawings is also requested.
 
____ Material and Design Specifications (see next page) 
 
B. NEW CONSTRUCTION ALSO REQUIRES: 
 
____ Floor Plans (1 full size and 1 reduced to a maximum of 11” x 17”) 
 
____ Site Plan showing location of project and adjoining structures and fences 
___
___
 PLEASE NOTE: YOUR APPLICATION CANNOT BE PROCESSED UNLESS 

BOTH PAGES OF THIS FORM ARE PROPERLY COMPLETED
                                           AND SIGNED. 

6/22/12

cklose
HPC logo stamp

initiator:historicpreservation@milwaukee.gov;wfState:distributed;wfType:email;workflowId:83da9c66223bbe46860e0af31bfd3e8b



5. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

A.         Tell us what you want to do. Describe all proposed work including materials, design, 
and dimensions. Additional pages may be attached via email.

_____________________________________________________________ 

6. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:

______________________________________
Signature

_________________________________ ____________________________ 
Please print or type name Date 

Hand Deliver or Mail Form to:
Historic Preservation Commission    
City Clerk's Office
200 E. Wells St. Room B-4 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 

PHONE: (414) 286-5712 or 286-5722 www.milwaukee.gov/hpc

6/22/12

Or click the SUBMIT button to automatically email this form for submission.
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SIGNAGE

Existing Conditions
The existing non-historic “Grand Avenue Club” sign is 
located at the southwest corner of the building at East 
Michigan Street and North Water Street (refer to IMAGES 4, 
5, and 6). It is mounted at the level of the raised first floor 
and the top of the sign board aligns roughly with the top 
of the window heads. It projects from the corner at a 45 
degree angle. Immediately adjacent traffic lights obscure 
the sign’s visibility from several vantage points.

The date of the existing is unknown, but is no earlier 
than the mid-1980s. It is composed of a flat board with 
decorative scroll detailing and metal scroll brackets at the 
top and bottom edges. Raised text and address panels 
are mounted to each side of the main flat board. The metal 
scroll brackets are affixed to the face of the building’s 
limestone quoining, and additional stabilizing cables at 
each side tie back into the masonry facades. The existing 
sign board colors are severely faded and rust-stained from 
corrosion of the painted metal brackets. 

Proposed Approach
The oldest historic images show several sign types (refer to 
IMAGES 1 and 2), including some elaborate scroll-topped 
cartouches/plaques over the main entrance and mounted to 
the exterior walls between window bays. There are also long 
rectangular sign boards mounted to the exterior for other 
businesses in the raised basement spaces. Photographs  
from the 1980s (refer to IMAGE 3) show small signs hanging 
from metal brackets at the south elevation and eventually 
the current signage at the southwest corner.

With this precedent of various sign types on the building 
the new sign will have a modern design that incorporates 
the Grand Avenue Club’s new logo. The intent is for the new 
blade sign to have a similar size footprint and be hung at 
the same location and height as the existing. It will maintain 
the same 45 degree projection from the building to give 
it the best visibility for pedestrians on Water & Michigan 
Street. Additionally, it will be externally lit with the intent that 
it will give it a more period correct look.

Proposed Sign Specifications
See attached renderings and drawings. Sign specifications 
provided for reference. Contractor will provide approved 
equal or better. 
• Manufacturer: Poblocki Sign Company, LLC.
• Product/Design: FLG-03 D/F Blade Sign; Projection 

3’-2”; Cabinet body 2’-6” W x 4’-6 1/2” H x 6” D
• Cabinet Material: Aluminum cabinet body (painted 

black) with push-through (1/2” proud of face) acrylic/
vinyl graphics (white & golden yellow)

• Mounting: Two straight steel arms with flat plates 

IMAGE 1: Historic photograph dated ca. 1865-1876  
showing the entrance at 210 E. Michigan entrance with no 
door design details visible. © Milwaukee County Historical 
Society.

IMAGE 2: Detail of historic photograph dated ca. 1860s 
looking at the southwest corner of the buildings, which 
display various types of signage at the facade. © Jeff 
Beutner, Urban Milwaukee.

IMAGE 3: Detail of historic photograph ca. 1980s showing 
the current sign at the southwest corner (far left). © Milwaukee 
County Historical Society.
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mounted at stone and brick corner; anchor points will 
be field drilled to align with mortar joints at masonry; 
steel to be painted a light buff/tan color to match 
adjacent masonry

• Lighting: Internal illumination with standard cool while 
LED bulbs 

IMAGE 4: Present day view of the west corner of the south 
elevation showing the placement of the existing sign (far 
left). © Preserve Design Studio, LLC 2022.

IMAGE 5: View of the existing sign from the west elevation.  
© Preserve Design Studio, LLC 2022.

IMAGE 6: View of the existing sign from the south elevation 
looking northwest. © Preserve Design Studio, LLC 2022.
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 414.453.4010    www.poblocki.com

This document is owned by and the information
contained in it is proprietary to Poblocki Sign Company,
LLC.  By receipt hereof, the holder agrees not to use the
information, disclose it to any third party or reproduce
this document without the prior written consent of
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC.  Holder also agrees to
immediately return this document upon request by
Poblocki Sign Company, LLC.

This document represents only an approximation of
material colors specified.  Actual product colors may
vary from this print or digital image
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