
200 E. Wells Street

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

53202

City of Milwaukee

Meeting Minutes

MILWAUKEE ARTS BOARD

4:00 PM VIRTUALTuesday, July 8, 2025

Calling Number: +1 (408) 650-3123          Access Code: 764-580-757

1. Call to Order 4:06 PM

McSweeney, Morris, Flores, Fraker, Murphy, Klose, Tovar, Souffrant, 

Heding, Pate, Brown, Orr, O'Neill and Perez
Present 14 - 

2. Roll Call

McSweeney, Morris, Flores, Fraker, Murphy, Klose, Tovar, Souffrant, 

Heding, Pate, Brown, Orr, O'Neill and Perez
Present 14 - 

3. Review and Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (5/13/25)

Motion by member Tovar, seconded by member Fraker, to approve the minutes. 

There were no objections.

4. Public Art Subcommittee Report

Ms. Morris said that Public Arts Subcommittee went over the draft report on the PAIR 

program, the evaluation report, which will be available soon. We also got a request 

for the Public Art Conservation Fund, but it came in too close to the deadline.  We're 

trying to give ourselves a month to approve things, so that will come up at the next 

meeting.

5. New Business 

        a. League of WI Municipalities Fall Conference

 Ann Katz, director of Create Wisconsin and Create Wisconsin has been 

administering that RFP for artists in residence for the conference in September.  The 

league was interested in a creative economy arts panel at that conference.  Anne put 

together a draft panel description and did want to pitch it as presented by Create 

Wisconsin and the arts board:  Arts, Culture, and Creativity, 21st Century Investment 

for Municipalities is the panel title, and the description reads, investment in the arts, 

culture, and creative economy is investment in an industry that strengthens local 

economic and civic wellbeing, brings people together and builds more vibrant 

communities for residents and visitors.

The list of potential panelists; local leaders in the arts, economic development, 

government and civic engagement on growing unique partnership and coalition, 

addressing civic issues and developing communities as hubs of creativity.

6. Old Business

     a. Sustaining Grant Program Update
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The 2025 sustaining grant review panel met virtually on April 25, 2025. Six members 

were new to the panel this year. One was a Milwaukee Arts Board member. 

All eight panelists completed Conflict of Interest forms prior to this session. 

The full panel had time to discuss each application, submit their final scores and 

comments for each application after the panel session. Finally, individual panelist 

scores for each application were weighted based on the values assigned by the 

Sustaining Grant Application Subcommittee, then the weighted scores were averaged 

for each organization and then the average scores were ranked.

This year the Milwaukee Arts Board received 63 complete applications, 62 of which 

were deemed complete and eligible for consideration. There were 4 first-time 

applicants in this year’s applicant pool. A total of 47 organizations are recommended 

for funding – one at $3,000 and 45 at $6,000 and one at $3,600 (based on the 

projected income for the current fiscal year and available funding) – for a total of 

$276,600.

7. Announcements/Adjournment at 4:53 PM

In the event that Common Council members who are not members of this committee attend 

this meeting, this meeting may also simultaneously constitute a meeting of the Common 

Council or any of the following committees:  Community and Economic Development, 

Finance and Personnel, Judiciary and Legislation, Licenses, Public Safety and Health, Public 

Works, Zoning, Neighborhoods & Development, and/or Steering and Rules.  Whether a 

simultaneous meeting is occurring depends on whether the presence of one or more of the 

Common Council member results in a quorum of the Common Council or any of the above 

committees, and, if there is a quorum of another committee, whether any agenda items listed 

above involve matters within that committee’s realm of authority.  In the event that a 

simultaneous meeting is occurring, no action other than information gathering will be taken at 

the simultaneous meeting.

Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of persons with 

disabilities through sign language interpreters or auxiliary aids.  For additional information or 

to request this service, contact the City Clerk's Office ADA Coordinator at 286-2998, 

(FAX)286-3456, (TDD)286-2025 or by writing to the Coordinator at Room 205, City Hall, 200 

E. Wells Street, Milwaukee, WI  53202.

City Hall and the Zeidler Municipal Building are accessible by "The Hop" City Hall Stations, 

the MCTS Green Line, Connect 1, 14, 15, 18, 19, 30, 33, and 57 bus routes.  Visit 

https://www.ridemcts.com/ for more information.

Bike racks are available on Water Street, Market Street, and Broadway, and a Bublr Bike Share 

station is located on the northeast corner of Kilbourn Avenue and Water Street.

Limited parking for persons attending meetings during normal business hours is available at 

reduced rates (5 hour limit) at the Milwaukee Center on the southwest corner of Kilbourn 

Avenue and Water Street. You must present a copy of the meeting notice to the parking 

cashier.
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Persons engaged in lobbying as defined in s. 305-43-4 of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances 

are required to register with the City Clerk's Office License Division.  Registered lobbyists 

appearing before a Common Council committee are required to identify themselves as such.  

More information is available at http://city.milwaukee.gov/Lobbying.
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