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TEMPORARY HISTORIC DESIGNAT]ON PETITION

Name of Property: 6+“—$€ T"\Pa +W F‘ L s 3

- Address of Property: 2«6‘1”’0'/ 6'{‘& e, S.{— 532.33

_ le Coda

Name and Address of Owner

Name: C.*-‘..; tl:-’g M IW , e ,
Street Address "'6‘:""7 /\} Qraa@‘ Wa,u‘ iy '.‘" r ..:.‘. ,.
oy, M w ke E-E’ .State l/i/l Z[p Code ‘5 '3 Zc:a *:-.'-—

Daytime Teiephﬂne Nurmber:

{Area Code)

Applicarnt (lfdlﬁ’erentfrom owner) \) LA P ,p'{‘v"

Street Address: 3431 WE:“?!' 'ﬁ‘l _bOOlﬂM AIQL-.

Gity: /ﬂ//ffﬁt//j’% State: é& Z:p Gode & 3Q 5 5
Daytime Phone Number: Q/?’ jé/ ?zf?’ Z‘ Evening F'hone Number MZP/ 2-.(4
Attachments '

The following information is enclosed:
% Exterior photographs or dig'iial‘images (requir.ed)'
Copy of newspaper notice of demalition permlt applacatlon

Copy of Ordars from the. Department of Nelghborhaod Services BN '

—_ Other (explain)

4 Legal Property Dascnptlon
Assessment Subd Mo '5‘{ " Nh/ f/L{sec 30722
Block 179 £. ¥7.84" of S \12.9" Lot 1§ aud
W 16! (Lots 13717 b= SIS Lt 12, Ay B g,
Ischlehvordformstinterim histario ' 3 |

deslgnation petiion/02/09/47
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Description of Structure

Number of stories; L__
Wall cladding (check each that apply)

Clapboard ___ Brick > Stucco __ Stone__ Wood Shingle _ Terrs Gotta

Qther;

S

. Describe Dutstandmg Feaiures.. -~ AT ~ .* '"

(Dgnam:hua !Oa.l"cn..pe")lﬁ

&

Jschlsfworsormafinterin historic ; 4
dezignation petition/d2/08/17

Asphalt Siding___ Asbestos i __ Aluminum/Vinyl Siding . Artficial Stong___ .+

P.006/013
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6. Significance

Areas of Significance:

__ agriculture ____ economnics : - law

,K architecture __ education , o literature.

_art _ ___ahgineering . _._military
___commerge ‘ __ axploration/settiemeant T musle”
__communications ___industry . coe s philosophy
____community plarning ____invention T - __ politics/government
___conservation . _landscape architecture | Lo religion - o
___ sciance K theater L ol transportation
__ social/humanitarian ____other (specify) R TR g

pate Buit. | 11D
Date Altered (if applicable) A TN
Buider/Architect: _LAN IO & v | ‘

Written Statement of Significance, including history of structure; ' , 2 . ‘
(continue on a separate sheet, if necessary) o mng gk

JsehleAvard/formsfinteritn historic 5
designation petitlan/02/09/17
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7. Major Bibliographical References

8. Form Preparad By 7 | ,
Name: ./;QW}FE -7"5”5 i::"""—" 7 -:‘f Date
pitrosss 242, West Klbouens Ave
City: /W//Wztfe-a , State: Jg&_Zm Code: ﬁlél '

| Telephone: 4/5/ i{/&”f?lzé .

Signature:

Milwaukee Historic Preservation Commission
Gfﬁce of the City Clerk
200 E. Wells Strest Roorr B-4
Milwaukee, W(.53202

414-286-5722

LRl S 3 o= Q..‘s‘cah.‘g-;sr-‘ g L-..r:..r E&Q\ .ﬁ.‘..-g‘_ j e e
o sl &8 L bsws oy beCort vt \u‘f T aet g AT
: - o~ ‘i‘r:.L..w.w., 18, Lam
C ri’&* T s
S o~ W - B ex ‘ :
WY o+ er— k‘ul.‘.:rc., ;g""‘ﬁ""& CJF\D:JC Boad e
\’\7 [ Yy TP T T T

jsehlsiward/formsfinterim histerie B
designation petifien/Q2/09/17
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Historic Resources Survey .. ..

. City of Wilwaukee =
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P.008/013
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“This project has been funded with the assistance: af a grant-1nwa1d from the
Natzonal Park Service, 0.5, Department of the Inter1or under pTOV1510HS af the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amendad H};torng Pngservatlen
grants-in-aid are adninistered in Wisconsin 1n'COnjunctjoﬁ;ﬁjtﬁ $ﬁé}ﬂa$ibaé].
Register of H%storic Places program by the Historic Prgﬁ?fy@fjo%?ﬂfﬁ}Siﬁﬁfdf the
State Histnrica1.59c%ety of Miscunﬁin . However, fhe conténts-éﬁﬂ opiniﬁnsrcnn—
tained in thxs publication du not necessar1ly ref?ect the v1ew5 or pu11c1&s of the

National Park Serv1ce or the State Historical Soc1ety of w1scan31n.9

Prepared by: City of Milwaukee B ¥
Department af City DeveIopment i

Project Supervisor:  Les Vollmert

Principle Investigators:  Carlen Hatala
Robin Wenger

Typing: Marguerite Cocroft
Mary Ellen Jorgensen
Susan Rejman
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Abstract -

The West Side Neighborhood Intensive Survey was. undertaken by the’ Department of
City Development <in 1984 as part of the develupm&nt of the C1ty of M11waukee 5 COm* |
rehensive Historic Preservation Master P]an. The project 1nten51ve]y surveyed the
West Side neighborhood bounded approx1mate1y by Nest W1scon51n Avenue on the ‘south,
the Ch1cag0 Milwaukee, St, Paul and Pacific RaiTraad tracks on the west west
Vliet Street on the north and 1-43 an the east The maJor products of the survey
include 1nventury data forms for each bu11d1ng withan the 5tudy area, with the
axception of residential garages, extensive r'esearx:h 1ntu the thematm history of
the WESt Side &5 summarized in this report, and a mu1t1p1e resnurce Fnrmat National
REQ15ter Nom1nat1on including all e11g1b1e prnpertmes and d1str7cts 1n the study

area,

A4 A e

P.0117013
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(see Commerce). 1In 1927 the MiTnaukee E1ectr1c Ra11way and L1ght Ca had their
garage in the building., It remained a transit garage through 1959 In 1963 the
Wisconsin Telephone Company teok over the existing strucuureglgnd remajns‘there
today. The Telephone Company has since replaced the;ﬁrigina?;bu3]ijglMith.a |

new one.

Theaters

The form of enterta1nment which had the greatest 1ongev1ty un“the Hest
Side was the mmtTOn pTCfUTE 5how Its rnots were 1n the n1cke1ndeans and movie
arcades which were adapted frnm commercial sturefronts 1n the ear]y years of the
20th Century. Flickers, as ear1y motion p1ctures were ca]]ed were cummonly
teamed with vaudeville acts or other 11ve Entertainment and had been popular
since the Tate 1890s. It wasn't until WDrld war I that bu11d1ngs were commcnly
constructed 5$ecificaf1y for movia v1ew1ng.' The West: dee-survey-areabcou1d

hoast three such theaters. -
State Theatar

The State Theater was the earliest of the three, hav1ng been bui]t in
1915 at a cost of apprax1mateiy $15.,000 for a3 Mr R1ce T S w Andree was th&
architect, It is 1ocated near the 1ntersect1on cf 27th and State Streets, which
was a bustling cnmmercia] strip at the t1me.‘ The mudest bruwn brick Statem

onty b5' x 122’, served as a no-frills local nefghbsrhnud theater. (MI £9-32)

‘An addition in 1923, 44" x 55', was built far commer01a1 purposes and des1gned

hy L1nd1 Lesser and Schutte. (Eu11d1ng‘Perm1ts) Examp1es of suah sma1jgm0v1e

Tl ——— ————— b mmiamerm
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houses. are becoming scarce ip Mi1waﬁkeé- Dem011t10n and conVersion 1nto ‘other -

uses has beén common. By 1954, the State no 1onger van mnv:es and the bu11ding

Was occup1ed by the Mn]waukee Evange11stlc TEmpWe In 1955, 1t was converted

into 7ts present use as a-nightc1ub. The,current nam¢‘1s The PaTms;.“
Tower Theater

In contrast to the State the TnWéf Theatéfiﬁasfﬁﬁffiuiﬁ;Iéiéﬁﬁé a
neighborhood movie palace. It 1s 1ocated at the southwESt cnrner nF 27th “and
Wells Streets, Dick and Bauer, theater arch1tects, des1gned the $3U0 BDD
complex which consisted of stofes, offices, andathe_mQV1e huyse;‘ (Ml 115-24)
The MAL Investment Co. (M. L.'Annenberg).wathﬁe nrfﬁihéi'bﬁﬁéﬁ;”bd%7ﬁﬁﬁéf5hip
had passed to the Prudentjal Theater Co. offw%étnnsfﬁ;ﬁyilgsdkﬁhﬂﬁfd'Uﬁiiéd
Artists Theatérs of Wisconsin‘fﬁc; by'1971 (Bul1d1ng Perm1ts} The bu11d1ng
was constructad to bas1ca11y the same pTans as the En1on1a1, another ne1ghbor-
hood theater constructed about the same time at~1513-west U11et; but~w1th
Spanish motifs superﬁmposed on the interior. A 1arge w1ndcwed tOWer ¢n the
exterior made the bul]ding easy to recugnize as 2 theater V1ew1ng mnv1es at
the Tower has a]ways been a special occasmon.' 0r1enta1 rugs, a 1arge lobhy, and
2 grand staircase up to the ba]cony 1mparted a sense- of grandeur to the occaf
sion., "Thirty years ago you had to get dressed up to go tn the Tuwer“ stated
one reminiscence. (Marquee, Headley, Vol. 3, Ndg. 1 1971, p 7: and M11waukee

Sentingl, Janz, 2/19/1976)

In 1975 the Tower's movie career came to an end 1t was purchased by
Family Mospital for $120,000 ta be used for. expansion of the h05p1ta1 S fa¢11-

ities. [In 1978, the floor area of the fnrmerrtheaterﬁwas converted 1ntg‘an
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TREASURES  Home Theaters Photos Video Blog  Ab
Your guide to movie { Search by Movie Theater, Cily. or Zipcode
tMovie Theaters United States Wisconsin Wilwaukse Avenues West State Theater

State Theater
2616 W. State Street, Milwaukee. W1 53208

Demgolished 1 screen  1.206 ssals

Qverview = Pholos  Comments 1 person favorited this theater

1543
|
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=

W Wells 51

Gosgle % Map data ©2017 Google

LSOMETIMES A WOMAN HAS T0 LEE - T0 ARANEESS &
IETIMES A WOMAN HAS T0 LE - 70 A HAN I

View iaéger map —

Additional Info

Previously operated by:

Warner Bros. Circuit Management
Corp.

Viewing: Photo | Street View

Architects:
The State Theater was opened in December 1915. In 1230 it was taken over by Warner Frank W. Andree
Bros Circuit Management Corp. It was still open in 1956, but had closed by 1957. The
shell of the theater stood closed for a long time. It most recently held a night club. In the Nearby Theaters

early-2000's it was in the process of being remodeled. The State Theater was destroyed
by a fire on February 9, 2017.

Cantibuied by Ken Edwards @ Liberty Theatre

ﬁ Violet Theatre

% Tower Theatre

Recent comments (view zall 13 comments)
Trowbridge Theatre

4+ JimRankin on August 12, 2006 at 12:52 am Schultz Brothers Eleciric T...

Here is DavidH's comment which had been posted on the VARSITY's page:

Re: THE STATE THEATER

In the 1920s" silent movie days Hildegarde Seli who went on to be THE
INCOMPARABLE HILDEGARDE played the pianc at the State. Hildegarde who was
billed as the ultimate chanteuse had a popular national radio program THE RALIEGH
ROOM in the 1940s and because of her affected mannerism was the butt of many
jokes. She also wrote the best seller Over 50 So What?

posted by DavigH on Aug 11, 2006 at 6:56am

4+ JimRankin on August 12, 2006 at 1:15 am

A PS to DavidH's item about Miss Sell is that she played a number of Milw, theatres at
the piano of the 'pit band’. It is not clear whether she began her singing career here,

hitp://cinematreasures.orgitheaters/10874 1/3
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but there is a biography of her with a publicity photo of her in her pro days here:
hitp://backwhen.com/wherears.asp?WherelD=25 . She was 97 years at that time, but
died about a year ago. Larry Widen has a more recent publicity shot of her in his 1986
“‘Milwaukee Movie Palaces” which is to be reprinted next year, enlarged, as “Silver
Screens.”

kencmeintyre on August 12, 2006 at

):52 am

jie]

| drove by this theater a few weeks ago. | have a digital photo. but I'm still working on
transferring those here. The ground floor was retail, including a Chinese resturant, if |
recall correctly. The neigborhood was not that great.

NuclearArt on Aug

It opened in late December 1915 and there was a story about it in the Milwaukee
Journai of December 19, 1915.

LouisRugani on June 11, 2010 at 5:54 pm

(April 19, 1830)
Theaire Deal Goes In Effect At Midnight

Warner Brothers To Take Over Sheboygan Theatre And Other Theatres In Wisconsin

It was unofficially announced today that Warner Bros, one of the lgading film
companies in the United States, has taken over the Wisconsin branch of the Universal
Theatrical Enterprises chain of theatres, and that the concern will assume ownership
at 12 o'clock midnight tonight and will start operating these theatres Sunday.
Theatres included are the Sheboygan theatre, which was erecied at a cost of
$500.000 and which was opened to the public in 1928; Venetian theatre at Racine,
Kenosha theatre at Kenosha, and all the Universal theatres in Milwaukee except the
Alhambra. Among the Milwaukee theatres are the Lake, State, Downer, Juneau,
Nation and Kosciuszko.

The deal, which has been in the course of consummation during the past week,
involves millions of doliars in theatire valuss.

Manager K. G. Wood of the Sheboygan theatre today would not make official comment
as to the completion of negotiations, but admitted that he was notified late Friday to
take a complete inventory of his theatre, and to check melers at the close of business
tonight.

The Sheboygan theatre is one of the most up {o date in the state chain. It is equipped
with the latest Western electric sound eguipment, with new changes and installations
made from time to time as Improvements are made in the sound facilities. The theatre
in Spanish atmospheric design has a seating capacity of 1,600.

pauldrewry on November 4. 2010 at 1:31 pm

Later years it was known as the Electric Ballroom, which became an important role
player in Milwaukee's music sceen. Some of the acts to have performed were; Elvis
Costelio, AC/DC & Todd Rundgren. Later it's name was changed to the Palms, hosting
such acts as the Police, Metalica, Poco, Pretenders, the Cars and U2, Anyone have
dates for when the bailroom open and when the Palms closed? Any photos? Judging
from the description, a stage must have been added with a dressing room to the
theater. | never had the chance to see any shows there.

kstand8 on June 21, 2011 at 2:04 pm

Here is a video | completed a few years ago on the State Street theater, Thanks to all
those who assisted in the background information.

State Street Theater (Video: Youtube) — hitp://Awww.youtube com/watch?
v=2nE0psGDGak

rekrab on February 5, 2012 at 5:44 pm

In 1850 Peter Rehwaldt and | were 2nd year students &t nearby Concordia College
and both loved and played the college organ. Peter negotiated the removal of the non
operating theater pipe organ and transported it to the attic of his home located just off
campus. His Dad was a Concordia professor, We did not get anywhere started on
reassembly due to Peler's death from pneumonia in 1951, His family forfeiled the

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/10874

23
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organ to a scrap dealer. | don't remember the organ builder name and | have no
pictures of it; only memories. Mayhe someone has info on the State Theater organ.

clarkw on March 27. 2012 ai 10:57 pm

The State organ was a Kimball of 2 manuals and about 6 ranks. We used to have the
Solo windchest from it plus a few other parts in the warehouse with the Oriental
Kimball, so some of it survived.

bryceis7 on February 25, 2014 21 9:46 pm

In the late 70's and early 80's | worked in an aufo body supply store on the southwest
corner of 27th and State. We attended a few conceris at the Electric Baliroom and
Palms. | also did some fill in work as a bartender at the tavern to the east of the
theater. At that time it was "Wally's™. A typical beer and shot joint. Open early in the
morning for the 3rd shifters and staved open till ciosing. It was also one of the
hangouts (and | got 1o know) some of the AWA “second rate” wrestiers like Bob Amel,
Frank Hill and sometimes Kenny Jay.

New Comment You must login before making a comment.

« Contribute something to the conversation

« No personal aitacks

« Stay on-lopic

Please read our community guidelines before posiing —

| Add Comment

Want to be emailed when a new comment is posted about this theater?
Just login to vour account and subscribe to this theater

Roger Ebert on Cinema Treasures:

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/10874

3/3
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The Sherman closed in the 1970s. Various efforts to restore the theater in the last few decades,
including one by Sen. Herb Kohl and Major League Baseball commissioner Bud Selig, have failed.
Kohl and Selig recalled the Sherman as the place where they “figured out how to win World War
II on many a Saturday afternoon.” (Courtesy of Karl Thiede.)

O e = e

The former State Theater came back to life as a 1970s rock nightclub, which was known as the
Electric Ballroom and later The Palms. The Ramones, Elvis Costello, Joan Jett, Rick Derringer,
and Cheap Trick were among the many bands that played there. In 1981, a photographer snapped
the famous picture of Plasmatics’ singer Wendy O. Williams being arrested in the alley.

122

HS 1985, a Milwaukee Journal ed
showed X-rated films, the subw
by thieves who operated in the

The entire terra-cotta
facade from rhe Parkway
is now stored in Greg
Filardo’s basement. The
writer and historian
salvaged it piece by
piece as the building
was being demolished

in 1990. (Courtesy of
Stuart McCaskill.)
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TEMPORARY HISTORIC DESIGNATION PETITION INsrRyérr0N=s=';

Please type or print clearly.

To request a public hearing on temporary designation in accordanee wrth Sectron 32(} 21 of the
-Milwaukee Code of Ordinances, it is necessary o complete the attached: petrtron and return it to the
staff of the Historic Preservation Commission. In general, the phatographs, slides and documentation
submitted with this petition are non-returnable. To file a petition, you.must be the. owner. of the subject
property, or a resident of the City of Mllwaukee, or a City of Mtlwaukee Afderpersun

1. Name of Property

Provide the name by which the praperty is generally known. rf any lee tﬁe full address of the
property mcludmg zip code, .  he REHEE ‘

2. Name and Address of Owner

Provide the name, address, and te!ephone numbér- of tha owner If there are multlple OWners.
of real interest, include all parties;, using a separats shest of paper if:necessary; F’rcmde
name, address; and telephone number of the applicant, if different from the owner. "

3. Attachments

If possible, the petition should be accompanied by a minimuna of one r::?ear blacl«;- rig= w’mte (ar
color) original photograph at least 3 x 5 inches in size showing the principal-exterior elevation
of the buildirig. It is advisable ta provide additional photographs if the structure merits more
extensive pictorial coverage or displays significant festures on several elevations. Digital
images on a disks or flashdrive are acceptable. To supplement your application, you may
want to submit historical documentation as further evidence nf why the structure is worthy of
historic designation. LTy

4, Legal Property Description
Provida the legal praperty description from the desd of tax Essréééar's. records. _
5, ,Desc:rlption. of Structure

Describe the structure’s shape, building materials, and exterior features in paragraph form.
Specify types and colors materials, the design or pattern of decoratwe omament, and the
arrangement of architectural elements. Also descnbe other féatures on the site such as
outbuildings, decorative fences, seulpture, fountains, or landscape treatménts that may add to
the significance or historic character of the site. Briefly- desarlhe addrhons or a[teratmns and
non=historic features. Use contmuanon sheets if necessary 2 :

6, 5IgnlflGance

In a brief opening paragraph, enumerate the areas of significance checked above and explain
specifically why the site is important in each of these categories. . In stbsequent paragraphs,
and on continuatian sheets, If necessary, detail the history of the site.and the people or events
that have contributed to its significance. You may want to attach. photﬂcaples of :
documentation to support and further arnplrfy your research ‘ Vi e el e St

|sehle/word forms/intesim historie ‘ 1
designation pettion/Q2/09/17
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7. Major Bibliographical F{eferancés

include major réferenc:aa. Use con{inuation 'sheets,.'if h'écessér'*y. Be SUré.’cb-iﬁélﬁde: publisher,
city, and. publication dates for books and edition dates for news'papers_and.peqitu_:licals _

3. Form Prepared By

Pravide your name, your mailing address, and the telephane number Wheré;ybp can be-
contacted during the day. Have this form acknowledged by & Notary Publle, .. o5y

Please return this form to the T’olfomng address:

Historic Preservation Commission. -
' Office of the City Glerk s O o B
200 E, Wells Street RoomB-4 - -~ = b
Mitwaukee, WI- 53202 - YR

If you have guestions or need assistance in co'mplleting thi_s ﬁdrfn, pieésafcml"the%'iHis‘tpric”:',‘,‘lf""'résérvaﬁon
staff at (414) 286-5722. : I S e L B 35 B i

Ischle/wprdfforms/intarim historic 2
degignation petition/02/08/17 . :




