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The Center for Neighborhood Enterprise was
founded in 1981 by Robert 1. Woodson, Sr.,
to help residents of low-income neighbor-
hoods address the problems of their
communities. CNE’s Mission is to empower
neighborhood leaders to promote solutions
that reduce crime and violence, restore

families, revitalize low-income communities,

and create economic enterprise.

CNE staff and community partners in the
Viclence-Frea Zone initiative.

How CNE Reduces Youth Violence:

e [dentifies local leaders that have the trust and confidence of young people in
their communities,

e Provides guidance, technical assistance, and linkages to sources of support to
these leaders, helping them build strong community-based organizations that with
CNE's assistance can implement the Violence-Free Zone initiative in their areas.

e These iocal leaders are abie to transform young adults from the neighborhoods who
want to become ambassadors of peace in their communities. They are screened
and trained to become Youth Advisors.

o The Youth Advisors act as hall monitors, mentors, and counselors in the schools and
in after-school programs, building strong relationships with the young people in the
communily. Because they have faced and overcome the same challenges, these

committed young adults have a special rapport and influence with the youth.

o CNE continues to provide program guidance, technical assistance, and maintains
quality control. The Center also documents their activities and impact, and reports
them to the larger pubtic.

» UNE takes the best practices from each site and shares them with the other sifes as
well as with other locales that want to have g Violence-Free Zone inplemented in

their areas.



The Violence-Free Zone

A Model for Stopping Violence in the Schools
& Creating Peace in the Community

HISTORY

The CNE Violence-Free Zone program had its roots in
January, 1997, when a 12-year-old boy was shot and killed
in viotence between rival youth factions in a crime-ridden
Washington, DC public housing developrment. CNE coached
and supported a local grassroots group as they brought the

leaders of the two warring factions to CNE's offices to

QQQOhate a truce. Once peace was achseved, the YOLEthS Above: Baltimore VFZ execulive ditecior Rey, Billy Stanfield (Center) with students.

Balow fafl ihe Washinglon, DC Viclence-Free Zone began with the 1897 Benning

were provided with life skills counseling and jobs as an ,
Terrace ruce. Beiow right: VR Atlanta youth.

alternative to the drug and crime-
filed lifestyle they had agreed to
ieave. At the end of nine years,
there have been no crew-related
homicides in the area. This modsl
was adapted in other parts of DC

and cities where similar successes

have been realized.

SITES & LEAD ORGANIZATIONS

Atlanta, GA — Visions Unlimited

Baltimore, MD — New Vision Youth Services

Celebrating
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1625 K Street, NW, Suite 1200
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