Milwaukee City Hall Historical Exhibit Work Group

Interior locations/content

1% floor (current)
Changing displays
Brochure racks/cubbies
Info Desk
Empty phone booths
See attached critique

2" floor (proposed: east wall between City Clerk offices and Mayor’s Office)
City Hall in art
A number of pieces in the City Art Collection feature City Hall. These could be gathered
from around the complex and featured on that blank wall.

3" floor (current)
Council Chambers: leave outer doors open to view interior of the Chamber Room & stained glass
Historic Council photos on east wall
Committee Room hallway
City Hall postcard display
City Hall photos
Early maps
Sister City display (complete?)

4" floor (current)
East Wall is blank (More pieces from the Art Collection?)

8™ floor (current)
Skylight
View to the first floor

Way-finding
Sign/kiosk on 1 floor directing visitors to the floors that are programmed.
Signage in each elevator cab or on the walls outside the elevators
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Milwaukee Magazine

Eyes Wide Open

Which are the most underrated and overrated buildings in town? Our critic
reconsiders Milwaukee’s architectural landscape.

Monday 2/21/2011
by Tom Bamberger,

Overrated
City Hall, 200 E. Wells St. (1895)

We all love City Hall. It’s rightly one of the most celebrated buildings in Milwaukee, but the
party ends when you walk under the arches and through the door.

The place feels abandoned, like an old school with shiny stone floors and long hallways with
closed doors. The slapdash accoutrements don’t help. Right next to the treasurer’s office is a
large makeshift booth made up of cheap composite wood nailed to two-by-fours and painted gray
to match the floor. In front, a red “do not enter” sign is flanked by plastic stanchions with a
retractable belt, all of which you could buy for $162.

When you consider the building’s symbolic importance, you have to wonder why the first floor
leaves you so adrift. Instead of racks of pamphlets, why isn’t there a modern information center
to greet arrivals? Perhaps a few monitors, as in a museum, with info about what is going on in
the Common Council, where to file a complaint or how to find a city official. If the lobby were
streamlined a bit, there might even be places for a coffee stand and a few tables for people to
enjoy its timeless and vertiginous interior. City Hall shouldn’t rest on its laurels. A center of
government should be more inviting to the public.



Milwaukee City Hall Historical Exhibit Work Group

Exterior locations/content

Appropriate signage identifying the building
On or in the planter and lit at night.
Globe light in the tower (south) entrance on at night

Bell was lit at one time. Not sure now.

Display of terracotta objects from the renovation
Explanatory signage
Signage to invite visitors to view the interior displays

“View-finder” to locate the terracotta objects on the tower (see attached)



Workers honored as City Hall
remodeling is completed

Milwaukee masons and workers built historic building, for 5 years the world’s tallest.

From 1895 until 1899, the tallest inhabited structure in the world was Milwaukee’s City Hall, a
building noted for its Flemish design and landmark qualities. Towering more than 300 feet, it was a
pioneering building in an era as elevators finally were becoming practical. The building’s design has
been heralded and it still stands as a trademark of Wisconsin’s largest city.

While much has been said of its architecture, little has been said of the workers who braved unheard of
heights to build the building; also little has been told of its derivation, and the fact that it was
constructed through the resolve of Milwaukee working people and their early unions and progressive
citizens.

It has been for Chuck Baumbach, of Mill Valley, California, to remind us of these
facts and the dramatic history involved in the making of the City Hall. His
grandfather, Charles Baumbach, was one of the masons who worked on the
building; the grandfather was also a strong unionist. To honor his grandfather,
Chuck spent numerous
, ; hours researching the
efforts that went into building City Hall,
and the historic events that led up to its
construction.

On Nov. 2, 2009, the Milwaukee County
Historical Society held a reception to
herald the opening of exhibit that shows
the history of the construction of the City
Hall and its major remodeling that was
completed earlier in the year. Baumbach
presented a replica of a typical icon (or
gargoyle) as a way to honor the workers
who constructed this historic building. He
noted the courage and skill of such

workers who toiled on the towering

structure in the days before modern Chuck Baumbach, of Mill Valley CA and a native Milwaukeean,
construction methods. stands beside the icon he donated that is on display at the
Milwaukee County Historical Society. Also in the case are
tools that masons and bricklayers use in their trade, donated
by members of Bricklayers Local 8.

Mayor Tom Barrett was present at the
event and told how important the structure
was in Milwaukee’s history.



Two members of Bricklayers Local 8 stand before a banner that was created many
years ago. The banner notes the local’s founding in 1890,

Mayor Tom Barrett
addresses a
reception heralding
the opening of an
exhibit of the
construction of
Milwaukee’s
historic City Hall.




THE REASON FOR ICONS

Just as artists, sign their paintings and authors use by-lines, construc-
tion wotkers followed a long-standing tradition by placing artistic
images as symbols of protection, and reminders of hopes and impor-
tant values. Milwaukee City Hall, when builj, the “tallest inhabited
building in the world” for four years (1895-99), deserves that its ideal-
istic origins and its brave workers be given such
recognition and respect.

' Although the City Hall contains a partial pud-

| dled-iron frame within its tower, it is primarily a

| masonry masterpiece — equivalent to thirty
| stodies, in a five-story world at that time. It is

. appropriate to select a symbol from the greatest
| time of masonry glory, when stone-carved

-} | guardians watched over important buildings, as

* | a salute to the intrepid workmen, and the goals
of democracy and fairess which inspired them.
May their ideals be achieved for all people.

]To symbolize the tradition, a replica of these
. =i carved-masonty watchful guardian-spirit gro-
tesques (sometimes called gargoyles) has been donated to the Milwau-
kee City Hall

Some of such artwork is a form of signature, and cleady workers on

large or difficult projects, naturally are inclined to take pride in their
work, and in a job well-done. They also typically wish to express hope
and good will for the future of their creation. The tradition is still
strong among stone-carvers and steel-workers, where it is possible to
exercise discretion, sometimes privately and secretly, despite a modem
world of canned cad-cam methods, battalions of inspectors, and no
discretion or departure without change-ordess, re-costing, multi-level
toeetings, and endless copious debate. —Charles R. Baumbach.
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A SYMBOL TO

HONOR WORKERS

WHO BUILT

MILWAUKEE'’S HISTORIC
CiTYy HALL

TRIBUTE TO THE INTREPID WORKERS, THE
' LABOR MOVEMENT, AND THE SPIRIT OF JUSTICE ~
OF THE PEOPLE OF MILWAUKEE, WHOSE
RESPONSE TO THE 1886 BAY VIEW MASSACRE
BUILT THE ICONIC MILWAUKEE CITY HALL
(TALLEST BUILDING IN THE WORLD: 1895-1899)
AND A CENTURY OF BETTER, MORE IDEALISTIC,
BIG-CITY GOVERNMENT

On May 5, 1886, the State Militia fired upon 1500 workers marching in
support of the eight-hour day movement, killing at least six in the Bay View
Massacre, Milwaukee’s most tragic labor event.

In the months following, the shock of the community and the solidarity of
the working people of Milwaukee brought about a new dedication and
commitment to justice and faimess, resulting in the election of an ad hoc

. wn “Peoples Party” which won all offices in the fall
| elections of 1886, freezing out the Democratic and
Republican Parties for several cycles.

The idealist local govenment conceived a bold proud
monument to public hopes for good govemment. It
built a new City Hall, making it “the tallest inhabited
building in the world,” a distinction it held from 1895 to
1899.

The Milwaukee City Hall is a symbol of idealism,
invention, hard work, and achievement. Among the
workers who scaled the scaffolds to build this historic
Charles J. Baumbach  structure was Charles J. Baumbach, a mason/bricklayer,
who arrived as a teenager from Europe in the 1870s,

with pethaps several years of Mason’s Guild Apprenticeship in Germany.

The 34-inch tall icon (shown on back page) symbolizes how workers left
their mark on the construction of important buildings has been donated by
his grandson, Charles R. Baumbach, in November, 2009, on behalf of the
people of Milwaukee, the labor movement, the ideals involved, and his
grandfather.

May Justice and Human Rights tdumph! EXHIBIT
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CiTYy HALL: A MONUMENT

Milwaukee’s choice of a noteworthy building
symbolized its hope for good government

In August, 1891, the Common Counci, in part with a view to creating
a respectable home for city government, voted to have a design contest for a
new City Hall to replace the old tiny two-stoty one. But before plans were com-
plete, the Panic of 1893 began: the worst national economic disaster in U.S.
history to that time. It lasted four years and, at times, up to 40 % of the Milwau-
kee work force was reportedly unemployed. The i
final City Hall concept certainly turned out to be a ~
mixture of characteristics that various political
forces could agree upon.

By August, 1893, starving unemployed
workers began marching and demanding govern
ment relief. Somehow the grand City Hall Project
proceeded. Pethaps it was even enlarged and expe-
dited as an anti-depression action. The cornerstone
was laid in February, 1894, with completion and occupancy in December, 1895.
Some tower details and the final installation of the eleven-ton bell, named Solo-
mon Juneau, took approximately another yeat.

Previous City Hall

For many reasons, including the dramatic design, and size of the pro-
ject, as well as its efficient construction, the whole Milwaukee community, its
citizens and all of the workers involved, swelled with undying pride. For 2 few
years, Milwaukee’s City Hall was not only the biggest and grandest in the U.S,,
but the tallest inhabited building in the world. It is intriguing to wonder what
forces precisely came together to create this unique monument. .. and whether
there may be further clues hidden within the cornerstone of the building,

By chance, Philadelphia, which started a bigger, grander, and more
opulent City Hall in 1871, still hadn’t finished theirs untl 1901. When com-
pleted, it became the tallest building in the wordd (1901-1908), and had cost
about $34,000,000 compared to Milwaukee’s cost of about $1,000,000 and a
construction time of less than two years.

Arguably, today Philadelphia’s City hall is the biggest in the U.S., and
Milwaukee’s may be the second biggest, in one sense or another. But many other
facts give Milwaukee additional evidence for its long-held reputation of audacity,
practicality, efficiency, resilience, and honesty.

As the four-year “Panic of 1893” wore on, despite terrible statistical
drop-offs in production and disastrous unemployment, losses, business failures,
and other disasters, after four years, jobs and production recovered and the Mil-
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waukee economy boomed again, though other cities did not fare as well or so
soon.

*According to Milwaukee historian
John Gurda, even though “robber barons and ¢
political bosses vied for space on the front page,
and venality, not morality, seemed to govern e
both political and corporate life” for many yeats,
at the worst of times, “a strong countercurrent
of reform was never far beneath the sutface.” B

EPILOGUE

The Milwaukee City Hall was born during an unstable period be-
tween 1886 and 1910, during which the local Labor Movement took form,
and after which a long period of relative local government stability ensued.
The City Hall represents the first dramatic expression of the idealism and
many good qualities which made Milwaukee famous.

*Again, to quote Historian Gurda, “Local residents [in 1895] reak
ized that the building was more than a seat of government. ...City Hall
was first prize in a pitched political battle that virtually defined the pe-
riod.” And by 1910, “Milwaukee became the first large city in America
to be governed by Socialists.” —Charles R. Baumbach, San Francisco,
California December 2008

*From “The Making of Milwaukee,” John Gurda, Milwaukee
County Historical Society, 1999.

COMPARING CITY HALL

MCH is the Tallest Inhabited Building in the Wogld (1895-1899): 112m.

(353ft) w/o flagpole.
Preceded by: Manhattan Life Ins. Bldg, NYC (1894): 106.1m. (348£) high.
Followed by: Park Row Bldg, NYC (1899): 119.2m. (391ft) high.

Ignored?: Potala Palace, Tibet, Home and Offices of Dalat Lama et al until
1959, “(Built 1645-1694): 117m. (384£¢) high, contains 1,000 rooms, 10,000
shrines, 200,000 statues.”

Famous Structures to Compare [Neither approach the height of the Mil-
waukee City Hall ]

Statue of Liberty (1886). 93m. (305£t) incl. 47m. (154ft) pedestal —
MCH 39% higher.

er of Pisa 1173-1372). 56.7m. (186ft) tall —
MCH neatly twice as high.




