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LAURI A. ROLLINGS
Dear Council Members: Assistant City Attorneys

Enclosed please find a proposed resolution. We ask that it be introduced and referred to the Committee on
Judiciary and Legislation, with the following recommendation.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith submitted a claim for property damages at 3813 South 93" Street as a result of a sewer
backup that occurred between August 9 — 10, 2025.

Following a thorough investigation, records from the Infrastructure Services Division (ISD) and
Milwaukee Water Works (MWW) indicate that the flooding occurred during a period of historically
significant rainfall, with an intensity that caused the City’s sewer system to become surcharged. The
ISD records confirm that the City’s main sewer system was functioning properly but was
overwhelmed by flows exceeding its capacity. The flooding and resulting property damage appear to
have been caused by this extreme and naturally occurring weather event and unrelated to any
maintenance or repair work performed by MWW or ISD departments.

Since the City is not negligent, it cannot accept liability and we recommend that the claim for
$13,743.93 be denied.

Very truly yours,
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EVAN C. GOYKE
City Attorney
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NAOMI E. SANDERS
Deputy City Attorney
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