May 7, 2013
Ald. Witkowski:

Attached is a letter which which we sent to our Alders and to the Mayor, inregard to an item that will
be before the Public Safety Committee on Thursday, the replacing of stop lights at N. 17* St and W.
Locust Sts,

We have worked long and hard , over several vears, on the issue of speeding on Locust with the support
of the City and of the 5* District Police. This section of Locust is a dangerous street for our children--
a child was killed here--, for our elderlly, for all of us. And many of us have experienced loss of
property, damaged houses and cars because of the speeding in the area around Hephatha Church,

Alderwoman Coggs has accompanied us in this struggle. Ald. Hines has recently had his district
widened to border Locust Street. We have their support in this effort. We hope for yours, and that of
your commititee as well.

Joyce Ellwanger, Secretary

Hephatha MICAH Holy Ground Core Team
Hephatha Lutheran Church

1720 W, Locust

Milwaukee, W1 53206
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f\ Hephatha Lutheran Church

Fev. Mary Martha Kannass, Pastor

Q@ 1720 West Locust » » Milwaukee, Wisconsin 33206 414-264-0234

April 28, 2013

Mayor Tom Barrett
Milwaukee City Hall
200 E Wells Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Dear Mayor Barrett:

Enclosed you will find well over 600 signatures on a petition to restore a traffic light on N.1 7" &
Locust Streets. On April 30, Alderwoman Milele Coggs will introduce a resolation in this regard. 1t
supports the efforts of our MICAH Holy Ground Core Team at Hephatha, and neighbors and
supporters, over several years now, to address the dangerous traffic issues on Locust Street.

We remember all too well our congregation and Bethesda Baptist Church coming together on a Sunday
morning for a prayer vigil for a child killed on Locust Street, just east of our churches. We are
concerned most especially for children walking on Locust Street to and fromr school and to
neighborhood activities at our churches and other sites. Their number is growing—we just welcomed’
22 new Habitat families into our neighborhood two weeks ago at an event attended by almost 200
people. The population at Hopkins Lloyd Elementary School, just down the street on Locust St. has
also increased significantly this year.

The City has worked with us, and we have tried the City's remedies. They are not working. So we
continue, as we have for years now, to ask that the traffic lght removed at N. 17" & Locust be restored.

The people in the neighborhood say, “They don't understand, because they don't live here. So it is with
a united and persistent voice that we once more ask for help in getting the light.

This vear, 2013, is the 100™ anniversary year for Hephatha Lutheran Church. OQur special anniversary
project is the installation of a ramp and lift to provide access {o those with mobility problems to
worship and activities in our building. The ramp opens on to Locust Street, yet another concern about
dangerous traffic issues for pedestrians on Locust. In the near future, cars and vans will be stopping to
unload these passengers on Locust Street.

Most importantly, lives have been lost, but people have also been injured in accidents near our church.
And the church itself has been run into and sustained damage, the house across the street has been run
into with considerable foundation damage, as have other nearby homes on Locust St. The church van
has been hit, as have numerous cars of members who park on Locust Street while attending activities at

the church.

Both Aldewoman and Alderman Hines have agreed to work with us on this issue. On April 30 this
issue will be introduced to the Common Couneil, and assigned, no doubt, to the Public Works

Committee.



You know that zip code 53206 has again been identified, in yet another recent report (Wisconsin's
Mass Incarceration of African American Males: Workforce Challenges for 2013 prepared by John
Pawasarat and Lois Quinn of the Employment and Training Institute at UWM) as having the highest
concentration of released and incarcerated FEx-offenders in the city, as well as a leader in concenirated
poverty and joblessness and boarded and abandoned houses.

As part of MICAH we are working on many fronts for a comprehensive approach to restoring our
community. The traffic issues is one of many we have worked at consistently to improve the safety and
well-being of our some of the most vulnerable mermbers of our neighborhood.

We need your support, and we are asking for it. Alderwoman Coggs can supply any other needed
information and documentation for our request. Please lend your help so that the celebration our 100
anniversary may include your participation not only the dedication of our new ramp on Locust Street,
but also the dedication of a restored traffic light at N. 17" and Locust .

th

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We look forward fo hearing from you.

Pastor Mary Martha Kannass Ruby HMarden, MICAH Holy Ground Core Team Chair
Hephatha Lutheran Chuarch H
1720 W. Locust St.

Milwaukee, WI 53206

cc: Alderwoman Milele Coggs
Alderman Willie Hines
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