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HISTORIC NAME OF PROPERTY OR HISTORIC DISTRICT: (if known)

American System Built Homes Historic District

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:
1835 So Layton Boulevard

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER:
Name(s);Frank Lloyd Wright's Burnham Block, Inc.

Address: P.O. Box 26907
City: Milwaukee State: W!

Email: Milek@WrightinMilwaukee.org

Telephone number (area code & number) Daytime: 414-368-0060 Ext 1

APPLICANT, AGENT OR CONTRACTOR: (if different from owner)

Name(s): Michael P Lilek

Address: 10437 Innovation Drive STE 259

City: Wauwatosa State: WI

Email: Mlilek@WrightinMilwaukee.org

Telephone number (area code & number) Daytime: #414-368-0060 Ext 1

Reset Form

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION FORM

Incomplete applications will not be processed for Commission review.

ZIP: 53226

Evening: 414-368-0060 Ext 1

ZIP Code: 53226

Evening: 414-368-0060 Ext 1

ATTACHMENTS: (Because projects can vary in size and scope, please call the HPC Office

at 414-286-5712 or 414-286-5722 for submittal requirements)
A. REQUIRED FOR MAJOR PROJECTS:

X Digital photographs of affected areas & all sides of the building

X Sketches and Elevation Drawings in PDF form. New construction, major storefront remodels, etc.,

must provide one set of D or E size drawings and sections
X Material and Design Specifications (please attach)

B. NEW CONSTRUCTION ALSO REQUIRES:

Floor Plans (show fenestration and approximate wall locations, final floor plans are not required)

Site Plan showing location of project and adjoining structures and fences

PLEASE NOTE: YOUR APPLICATION CANNOT BE PROCESSED UNLESS
BOTH PAGES OF THIS FORM ARE PROPERLY COMPLETED.
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5. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

Tell us what you want to do. Describe all proposed work including materials, design,
and dimensions. Additional pages may be attached via email.

This project proposes a comprehensive restoration of the building's exterior, in accordance with the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, Standards and Guidelines
for Restoration Projects. The home was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. It was built between October
1915 and July 1916. It is part of Wright's American System-Built Homes (ASBH) project.

The primary objective of this project is to accurately depict the form, features, and character of the
home as it appeared at completion, on July 5, 1916. Additionally, the work will stabilize the structure
and eliminate the threats outlined below. The project will preserve materials and features from the 1916
period whenever possible. The project will also involve removing the “Perma-Stone” exterior cladding
(added in 1956). The cladding conceals significant design details intended by Wright, including
horizontal bands of wood trim, window and door frames, and other details. We are confident, based on
our experience working on two previous ASBH restorations on the Burnham Block, that we will
effectively mitigate all threats noted below and achieve our goal of depicting this ASBH Model C3 as it
appeared on July 5, 1916.

Highlights of the tasks, threats, and expected results:

* Roof:

The five existing layers of roofing will be removed. New roof flashing and metals will be installed. A new
wood shingle roof will be installed with appropriate water and frost barriers. New gutters and
downspouts will be installed.

* Stucco

We restore a stucco finish to the home using the same method we followed for the adjacent ASBH
Model B1 restoration (2714 W Burnham) (approved in 2008 by The National Park Service, the
Wisconsin Historic Preservation Officer, and the City of Milwaukee, Historic Preservation Commission.

* Water infiltration, Eaves, and Exterior Walls:

The stucco wall system will be rebuilt to the original 1916 sight lines intended by Wright. This approach
involves removing the 1959 “Perma-Stone” and remnants of the 1916 stucco system. The 1916 stucco
system contains asbestos that requires certified remediation and disposal. It should be noted that the
original stucco layer was applied at only % inch thickness. The system was doomed to fail in a cold
climate, which it did within 20 years.

6. SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT (owner signature required for demolition):
Signature
Michael P Lilek, President 10/7/2025
Please print or type name Date

This form and all supporting documentation MUST arrive by 4:00 pm (11:59 pm via email) on the deadline date established
to be considered at the next Historic Preservation Commission Meeting. Any information not provided to staff in advance of
the meeting will not be considered by the Commission during their deliberation. Please call if you have any questions and
staff will assist you.

Email Form to: hpc@milwaukee.gov

Historic Preservation Commission
841 N. Broadway, Rm. B1
Milwaukee, WI 53202

PHONE: (414) 286-5712 or 286-5722 www.milwaukee.gov/hpc

Or click the SUBMIT button to automatically email this form, if using an app such as Outlook or Apple Mail.
The submit button does not work with web-based email interfaces.

SUBMIT

2/13/25
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	existdescr: This project proposes a comprehensive restoration of the building's exterior, in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, Standards and Guidelines for Restoration Projects. The home was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. It was built between October 1915 and July 1916. It is part of Wright’s American System-Built Homes (ASBH) project. 

The primary objective of this project is to accurately depict the form, features, and character of the home as it appeared at completion, on July 5, 1916.  Additionally, the work will stabilize the structure and eliminate the threats outlined below. The project will preserve materials and features from the 1916 period whenever possible. The project will also involve removing the “Perma-Stone” exterior cladding (added in 1956). The cladding conceals significant design details intended by Wright, including horizontal bands of wood trim, window and door frames, and other details. We are confident, based on our experience working on two previous ASBH restorations on the Burnham Block, that we will effectively mitigate all threats noted below and achieve our goal of depicting this ASBH Model C3 as it appeared on July 5, 1916. 

Highlights of the tasks, threats, and expected results:

* Roof: 
The five existing layers of roofing will be removed. New roof flashing and metals will be installed. A new wood shingle roof will be installed with appropriate water and frost barriers. New gutters and downspouts will be installed. 

* Stucco
We restore a stucco finish to the home using the same method we followed for the adjacent ASBH Model B1 restoration (2714 W Burnham) (approved in 2008 by The National Park Service, the Wisconsin Historic Preservation Officer, and the City of Milwaukee, Historic Preservation Commission.  

* Water infiltration, Eaves, and Exterior Walls: 
The stucco wall system will be rebuilt to the original 1916 sight lines intended by Wright. This approach involves removing the 1959 “Perma-Stone” and remnants of the 1916 stucco system. The 1916 stucco system contains asbestos that requires certified remediation and disposal. It should be noted that the original stucco layer was applied at only ¼ inch thickness. The system was doomed to fail in a cold climate, which it did within 20 years. 

Water barriers are integral to the intended stucco system. The eaves were designed to be stucco and will be replaced with the new stucco system. Sidewalks will be replaced. The landscape will be graded to pitch water away from the building. 

The concrete block foundation walls and precast stone cap will be checked for integrity and waterproofed. The foundation supporting the front planter box foundation may need to be reinforced or rebuilt (below grade).  

* Wood Trim: 
Wood trim suffering from rot and decay will be restored where possible. In many cases, the wood trim elements are “dust” and will be replaced with cypress to match the original 1916 materials. All wood trim will be finished in the 1916 color scheme. All casement windows will be restored by removing the stops, squaring the frames, and re-glazing. “Old glass” will be used to replace broken windows or earlier repairs done with modern glass.  

* Planter Box: 
Wright’s planter box design will be used to reconstruct the front entry planter box. The reconstructed box will be built on the original foundation and precast stone base.

* Porch: 
Wright’s open porch design will be restored by removing the windows (not designed by Wright). The Perma-Stone cladding and porch ceiling will be restored to a stucco finish. A wooden trellis system, long since removed at the front entrance, will be reconstructed. 

* Mechanical Systems: 
All plumbing and electrical systems will be replaced and brought up to current building codes. 

* Shed removal: 
The garden shed will be removed. The shed was not designed by Wright. It was most likely added in the 1970's. 

Conclusion:
The ASBH Model C3 will remain configured as a residential building. It will be opened to the public as a house museum with the interior available for tours. We will also explore the possibility of allowing overnight rentals as an additional opportunity to experience the home and as an extension of our educational mission. The Burnham Block welcomes more than 5,000 visitors each year from across the globe (42 countries!!) 
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