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City Clerk

ATTN: Ciaim_s
200 West Wells St. Room 205

Milwaukee, W1 53202 — 3567

The following information describes the repair of the sewer at 5018 W. State St.
Milwaukee, WI 53208, phone number 414-778-1200. I am filing a claim on the City of
Milwaukee for the damage done as described, at a charge of $16,960.00. The sewer
destruction caused many thousands of dollars in repair work and loss of revenue in the
business. I am respectfully looking forward to a just and timely resolution.

Thank vou,, _
Al e
ichael Balistriere

Owner
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@ Residential, Commercial and Industrial
Repairs, Re-modeling and New Construction
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%ﬁ Juby 19,2008

Stale Siver et Fotreat
5018 VWost State Street
Whbhweoucee, WE 837608

At Y8 Mled Sad iR IedE

Dear M. PActsTRERE

This s = surmmary of condiiions discoverad in the road in front of 5018 W. State Street.
We 2t Boarrow Plumbing were coniracted to do remodeling plumbing work inside the
taildng for fature tavernrestaurant. Upon the start of our work we discovered the main
sewer was plugged at the clean-out (C.0.) at the front of the basement (near State Streer).

A call was made 1o the Builseye Drain Cleaning to snake the main sewer from the front
of the buiding w0 the city main located in the road. A report received from Bullseye
explained a break in the sewar was detected about 25° to 20° out from the C.O.. The
sneke wouid net move frem this point. It was discussed with Bullseye that the only
option vias wo dig up the road and repair the break.

Arrangements were made o open the road and expose the sewer pipe serving the

h zlamg The roadwey was very crowded with gas mains, storm sewer and MMSD
sewer. fn addition 1o the many obstacles, we encountered a large volume of water
:"animg, under 487 MMSD sewer pipe. The volume was such that a 2” Mud Sump ran
nonsiep for three days. After the first day phone cails were made 10 Milwaukee Water
Deparirnent and Sewer Division of Milwaukee Streets. I asked both departments to
rheck oul the large volume of water in the ditch, My fear was a water main break or 2
sewer hreak causing an excess of water under the road. The Sewer Degartment
resnoncad o days laier saying their sewers were tested and no problems were thund.
The Water Department Anally showed up approximately a week later; afier several phone
calls. Trew tested the water and discovered there was a leak about 50 vards west of the
trench we excavated. The leak on the water main was fixed three days after the
discovery, This made things easier and allowed us to excavate deep enough to find
brogen sewer pipe,
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Upon locating the broken sewer pipe, we discovered it had been crushed by the 487
MMSE sewer pipe. The 6™ cast iron pipe serving the building was crushed directlv under
the MMSD sewer with the broken pipe sticking up on both sides of the MMSD pipe. It
was obvicus the weight of the MMSD concrete sewer pipe, laid directly on top of the cast
iron pipe, was too much and crushed the cast iron pipe. In fact the bottom of the MMSD
concrets pipe. which has a concrete pad under it. was lower than the top of the sewer
main in which the 67 cast iron was connected to. This made it necessary to dig down 2’
piore for a deeper main about 2° seuth of the other main. The connection to this main
arluwsd for a piteh on the new pipe and some clearance under the MMSD concrete pad
ari pipe, The new pipe was laid in the 6” PVC pipe, stone bitlding, and shurry backfili
:hrough the road area. This pipe was replaced from the main in the center of the road to
e clean-out inside the building,

inue to all the pipes in the sidewalk and the road area it was necessary to excavate from
t1e building to near the middle of the road. The gas mains, storm sewer, and MMSD
sewer were so close that a back hoe bucket could not fit in between pipes. Due to this
ract it forced us to hand dig, excavate more than planned, and use a vacuum wruck, 1
became obvious that a repair of the broken sewer was not all we could do. We were
forced into a complete sewer replacement from the main to the building

Upon receiving this news the owner immediately asked, “How could this happen, and
who's ar fault?” We called the City Road Engineer, the MMSD engineer, and the Water
Department to ask these questions. After a great deal of finger pointing, no sne stepped
forward. The City Engineer had stated that they were not at fault. The MMSD Engineer
weuld ot commit to their pipe settling on the building sewer, and the Water Department
waould not admit that their leak could have eroded soils causing the pipe to be crushed.
The fact is that the building sewer was crushed directly under the MMSD concrete pipe
and pad. Flease review the drawing attached 1o this letter.

JeF Wroblewski
Master Plumber

Attachment
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4376 8, Howsll Ave.
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We thank you for this opportunity 1o service your plumbing and remodeting needs. Please call i we can
be of further assistance.

Respectfully submitted: % Plumber: gté,&zf (=3

ek Woblewski Date. [~ J -l

saster Flumbsry

Total Charge for Parts & Labor: § i(a




