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ALD. DONOVAN
Substitute resolution opposing early release of prisoners from state facilities and urging suspension of
the state’s early release program.
This resolution expresses the City of Milwaukee’s opposition to the early release of prisoners from
state facilities and urges suspension of the state’s recently enacted early release program.
Whereas, Under the leadership of Chief Edward Flynn, the Milwaukee Police Department has done a
remarkable job of addressing crime issues in Milwaukee, as evidenced by 8 consecutive quarters of
reduced crime along with double-digit decreases in homicide, sexual assault, robbery, aggravated
assault and auto theft, leading to safer neighborhoods, safer public spaces and a better quality of life
for our law-abiding city residents; and
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Whereas, In a cost-saving measure, Wisconsin’s 2009-2011 biennium budget includes a Criminal
Justice Reform Initiative whereby prison inmates are awarded positive adjustment credits for time
served, thereby reducing the term of confinement in prison and placing convicted felons back on the
street significantly earlier than intended sentences; and

Whereas, Accompanied by neither re-entry support initiatives or increased monitoring mechanisms,
this “early release program” will have a devastating impact on Milwaukee’s public safety efforts, as a
minimum of 65 percent to 75 percent of the roughly 3,000 inmates eligible for early release will return
to the Milwaukee area; and

Whereas, This certain influx of early parolees will only exacerbate Milwaukee’s already serious
recidivism problem, borne out by the fact that nearly 60 percent of the roughly 5,000 individuals
arrested in Milwaukee last year for violating parole had additional charges at the time of arrest; and

Whereas, One need look no further than Wisconsin’s neighbor state of Illinois for the potentially
disastrous consequences of awarding good-time credits, where offenses committed after release by
so-called “non-violent” beneficiaries of Illinois’ now-suspended early release program included
attempted murder, armed robbery, aggravated assault and weapons charges; and

Whereas, Wisconsin’s early release program is directly counterproductive to the significant inroads
made by the Police Department in reducing crime, fear and disorder in Milwaukee, compromising the
long-term welfare of this city for short-term state dollar savings; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, By the Common Council of the City of Milwaukee, that the City of Milwaukee opposes the
early release of prisoners from state facilities and urges suspension of the state’s early release
program; and, be it

Further Resolved, That the City Clerk shall send a copy of this resolution to Wisconsin Governor Jim
Doyle; Wisconsin Department of Corrections Secretary Rick Raemisch; Senator Lena Taylor, Chair,
Judiciary, Corrections, Insurance, Campaign Finance Reform, and Housing Committee;
Representative Joe Parisi, Chair, Corrections and the Courts Committee; and all Milwaukee
Representatives in the Wisconsin Legislature.
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